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PREFACE.

Tae following pages are submitted to the pub-

lic with great deference. They were written
partly amid the incessant toils of a missionary
life, and partly during my homeward voyage.
The constant pressure of other cares, and impera~
tive duties, during my transient stay in my native
‘land, hes left no opportunity for re-writing the
manuscript, and for correcting inaccuracies of
style incident to an inexperienced writer, under
circumstances so obviously unfavourable to careful
composition.

But while, with this explanation,I would solicit
the reader’s indulgence in regard to the style and
form of this essay, I am aware that whatever real
value it may be found to possess, will depend es- -
sentially upon the facts it imbodies. In this re-
spect no effort has been spared to ensure accuracy.
Constant attention to my duties as a missionary
physician has brought me in contact with almost
every class of the people among whom I have
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travelled or sojourned, and has greatly multiplied
my opportunities for observation. My profession-
al character has precured me ready access to the
retirement of the harem, and the social and do-
mestic circles of all classes of the people. Every
important particular has been carefully noted down
on the spet, and I have endeavoured to preserve
" my mind from prejudice, and to guerd agairat
évery source of emor. I ¢rust, thevefore, that the
fosis here teoorded, 80 far a8 they are derived
from personal observation, will be deemed worthy
.of confidence. The publie must decide whether
the conelusions to which I have arrived are war-
ranted by the data. I have only to remark, that
these facts forced themselves upon my attention,
and-were not sought for to confirm a previousty-
In the course of my investigations, the want
of access to original authorities has sometimes
* compelled me to quote from accredited compilers;
but I have verified the quotations as far as possi-
ble, and it is believed that no valid objection can
be made to them for the purposes which they were

designed to subserve.
If the facts and erguments imbodied in.this
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work should convince the candid reader, as I
trust they will, that the Nestorian Christians are
indeed the representatives and lineal descendants
of the Ten Tribes, his attention will naturally revert
to the prophecies which relate, either wholly or in
part, to the house of Israel ; and he will return to
their perusal with increased interest, perhaps with
clearer light. It is to be hoped, also, that he will
excuse the author, if, under such circumstances, he
has allowed his mind to range somewhat widely
over the field of prophecy, and has appeared to
“encroach upon the peculiar province of the Bibli~
cal critit. Whatever may be thought of these
speculations, it should be remembered that they in
no way affect the facts we have adduced in rela-
tion to the main question, to the examination of
which this work is chiefly devoted.

The ‘small map which accompanies this work
does not pretend to minute accuracy, but will be
found to be more correct than any which has pre-
ceded it. It has been mostly compiled from one
in the Journal of the Royal Geographical Society
of Great Britain for 1840, with the exception of
that part of the country which had not been ex-
plored prior to my visit. :

A2
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The chief contributions to geographical knowl
edge which I bave been enabled to make, except~
ing the observations which relate to the country of
the ten txibes, are, 1st, that the Hakary and Zib
rivers of former maps are only two names for one
and the same stream; and, 2d, that the Habor
rises in a different place and pursues a different
course from what had been previously supposed.
The former I have delineated upon the map from
observations made with my compass ; the latter,
" described to me from time to time by the natives
upon its borders.

In conclusion I would remark, that if my hum-
ble efforts prove the means of increasing the in-
terest which has begun to be awakened in behalf
of the Nestorian Christians, I shall return with re
" newed zeal to my arduous labours, cheered with
the anticipation that a brighter day is about to
dawn upon the remnant of Israel which is left
from Assyria, and, through them, upon the Gen-
tile world.
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CHAPTER L
“®  Nestorian Mission.—Importance of « Physician.—Embarcation.—
Smyma. - Constantinople. — Black Sea.— Trebizonde. ~— Ta-
breez.—Ooroomish.—Charatter of the Nestorians.—Negice of
the Mission.—Description of the Country.—~Independent Nesto-
rians.—Koords. .

Tae Nestorian Christians, so memorable in the
early annals of the Church, are emerging from
that state of obscurity in which they have for
many ages been almost lost sight of by the civil-
ized world.

In consequence of the favourable report of
Messrs. Smith and Dwight, who visited the Nes-
torians in Persia in the spring of 1831, under the
patronage of the American Board of Commission-
ers for Foreign Missions, that body soon resolved
upon the formation of a mission among that inter-
esting branch of the primitive Church. It was an
untried and difficult field, but fraught, as was be-
lieved, with the brightest promise. At their an-
nual meeting, held at Utica, N. Y., Oct., 1834, the
Board of Missions presented a convincing and up-
gent plea for a suitable physician to engage in the
incipient labours of that important mission.

The healing art, it was believed, might procure
favour and protection, by affording convincing

B . ‘ .
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14 EMBARCATION.—ROUTE.

proof of the benevelence of our motives; for
it is well known that to relieve the sufferings of
the body is the most ready way of access to the
heart. It would also procure access to places
where none but a physieian could go. But for
more than a year the call had gone through the
Jength and breadth of the land, and not a physi-
cian could be found to go.

In view of these considerations, I abandoned an
increasing and delightful circle of practice in
Utica, and, with Mrs. Grant, was on my way to
Persia the following spring.

A pleasant voyage of forty-eight days brought
us to Smyrmna, the site of one of the Seven Church-
es in Asia. From thence, one of the first of those
numerous steamers, which are now producing such
changes in the East, conveyed us to Constanti-
nople, the proud metropolis of Turkey. No steam-
er then ploughed the waves of the stormy Eux-
ine, and we were wafted by the winds in a small
American-built English schooner—once a slaver
—to the port of Trebizonde.

From the shores of the Black Sea, the saddle
became our only carriage for seven hundred miles,
over the mountains and plains of Armenia to the
sunny vales of Persia. On the loftier mountain
summits, a corner of a stahle sheltered us from the
cold and storms: by the verdant banks of the
Euphrates, and beneath the hoary summit of
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Mount Ararat, we reposed under the canopy of
our tent, while the bales and boxes of merchin-
dise from the seven hundred horses and mules
which composed our caravan, were thrown around
in a hollow square, and served as a temporary
fortress to protect us from the predatory Koords by
whom we were surrounded. An escort of armed
horsemen had been furnished by the pasha of Er-
zeroom to guard the caravan, and the stillness
of the midnight hour was broken by the cry of
the faithful sentinel who kept watch to wamn us
of danger. The strange customs and usages of an
Oriental land, and the thousand novelties of the
0ld World, served to while away the hours as we
pursued our onward course for twenty-eight days
at the slow pace of an Eastern caravan.

‘We arrived at Tabreez, one of the chief com-
mercial cities of Persia, on the 16th of October,
1835, and met with a cordial reception from the
few English residents in the place, and from
our respected associates, the Rev. Justin Perkins
and lady, who had preceded us to this place.
From his excellency the Right Honourable Hen-
ry Ellis, the British ambassador and envoy extra-
ordinary at the court of Persia, with whom we
had already formed a pleasant aoquaintance at
Trebizonde, we received the kindest offers of aid
and protection; and I seize this occasion to ac~
knowledge the same kind and unremitted favours”
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from his successors and other English gentlemen
with whom we have met in the East.

After resting a few days at Tabreez, I proceed-
ed to Qoroomiah, to make arrangements for the
commencement of our contemplated station among
the Nestorians in that province. My professional
character secured the favour of the governor and
of the people generally. Comfortable houses were
soon provided, and on the 20th of November my
associate arrived with our ladies. We entered
upon our labouwrs under the most encouraging au-
spices, and they have gone on prosperously up to
the present time.

The sick, the lame, and the blind gathered
around by scores and hundreds, and my fame was
soon spread abroad thfough the surrounding coun-
try. 'We were regarded as public benefactors, and
our arrival was hailed with general joy. The
Nestorians, in particular, welcomed us with the
greatest kindness and affection. Their bishops and
priests took their seats at our table, bowed with us
at our family altar, drank in instruction with child-
like docility, and gave us their undivided influence
and co-operation in the prosecution of our labours
among their people. They regarded us as coadju-
. tors with them in a necessary work of instruction
and improvement, and not as their rivals or suc-
cessors. We had come, not to pull down, but to
‘build up ; to promote knowledge and piety, and
not to war against their external forms and rites.
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We found much in their character to raise our
hopes. They have the greatest reverence for the
Scriptures, and were desirous to have them diffused
among the people in a language which all could
understand. In their feelings towards other sects
they are charitable and liberal. In their forms,
more simple and scriptural than the papal and
the other Oriental churches. They abhor image
worship, auricular confession, and the doctrine of
purgatory ; and hence they have broad common
ground with Protestant Christians, so that, not ip-
appropriately, they have been called the Protest-
ants of Asia.

But they had, as a people, sunk into the ‘dark-
ness of ignorance and superstition : none but their
clergy could read or write; the education of their
females was entirely neglected ; and they attached
great importance to their numerous fasts and feasts,
to the neglect of purity of heart and life. Still
there are some who now appear to lead exempla~
ry lives, and to sigh over the degradation of their
people. Indeed, we cannot but hope that some- °
thing of vital piety may have continued to burn
upon their altars from the earliest ages of the
Church, and we trust it will again shine forth in a
resplendent flame.

In such a state of things, it is not surprising that
we have been permitted to prosecute our” labours

B2
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without a breath of opposition from the ecclesias-
tics or the people.

Twelve or fourteen freeschools have been open-
ed in the villages of the plain; a seminary and
girls’ boarding-school have been established on the
Mission premisesin the city ; considerable portions
of the Scriptures have been translated into the ver-
nacular language of the Nestorians. They have
opened their churches for our Sabbath-schools and
the preaching of the gospel ; native helpers are
being raised up and qualified for usefulness; our
mission has been re-enforced by accessions from
America, and a press, with suitable type, has been
sent out. '

The Rev. A. L. Holladay and Mr. William R.
Stocking arrived with their wives, June 6th, 1837 ;
Rev. Willard Jones and wife, November 7, 1839;
Rev. A. H. Wright, M.D., July 25, 1840, and
Mr. Edward Breath, a printer, has embarked with
a press of such a construction as to admit of its
transportation on horses from the shores of the
Black Sea to Ooroomiah.

The province of Ooroomiah, in which the la-
bours of the mission have thus far been prose-
cuted, comprises an important part of Ancient
Media, and is situated in the northwestern part of
the modern kingdom of Persia. It isseparated by
a lofty chain of snowy mountains from Ancient As-
syria or Central Koordistan on the west ; while on
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the east the beautiful lake extends about eighty
. miles in length and thirty in width. The water
of this lake is so salt that fish cannot live in it; its
shores are enlivened by numerous water-fowl, of
which the beautiful flamingo is most conspicuous,
and sometimes lines the shore for miles in extent.

A plain of exuberant fertility is enclosed between
the mountains and the lake, comprising an area of
about five hundred square miles, and bearing upon
its bosom no less than three hundred hamlets and
villages. It is clothed with luxuriant verdure,
fruitful fields, gardens, and vineyards, and irriga-
ted by considerable streams of pure water from
the adjacent mountains. The landscape is one of
the most lovely in the East; and the effect is not a

- little heightened by the contrast of such surprising
fertility with the stern aspect of the surrounding
heights, on which not a solitary tree is to be seen ;
while in the plain, the willows, poplars, and syca-
mores by the water-courses, the peach, apricot,
pear, plum, cherry, quince, apple, and vine, impart
to large sections the appearance of a rich, variega-
ted forest.

Near the centre of this plain stands the ancient
city of Ooroomiah, containing a population of
about twenty thousand souls, mostly Mohamme-
dans, and enclosed by a fosse and wall of nearly
four miles in circuit. At a little distance on the
east of the citv an ancient artificial mound rises to

~
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the height of seventy or eighty feet, and marks the
site, as it is said, of the ancient shrine or temple,
where, in days of yore, the renowned Zoroaster
kindled his sacred fires, and bowed in adoration
to the heavenly hosts.

The climate is naturally very delightful; but,
owing to local causes, a poisonous miasma is gen-
erated, occasioning fevers and the various diseases
of malaria, to which the unacclimated stranger is
specially exposed ; and the mission families have
suffered much from this cause. My late inestima-
ble wife was the first victim of the climate we
were called to mourn; and in her peaceful and
triumphant death, she set the seal to the truths
she had so faithfully taught and exemplified in her
short but eventful life. She rested from her la-
bours on the 12th of January, 1839 ; and her in-
fant twin-daughters now repose by her side within
the precincts of the ancient Nestorian church in
the city of Ooroomiah.

In the month of February of that year I received
instructions from the Board of Missions to proceed
into Mesopotamia, to form a station among the
Nestorians dwelling, as was supposed, on the west
of the central mountains of Koordistan. By this
means it was hoped that a safe way of access might
be found to the main body of the Nestorian Chris-
tians, the independent tribes which have their abode
in the most difficult fastnesses of the Koordish
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mountains in the centre of Ancient Assyria. Ihad
long regarded these mountain tribes as the princi-
pal field of our future labours. They comprised
the main body of the Nestorian Church, and it was
of the highest importance to bring them at once
under an enlightening influence, before they should
become alarmed by changes that were occurring
among their brethren of the plain. But the way
of access to them appeared to be hedged round
by the sanguinary Koords, by whom they are sur-
rounded, and who had treacherously murdered.
Mr. Shultz, the only European who had attempted
to reach the Nestorian tribes.

The Koords, to whom frequent allusion will be
made, are a warlike race of people, inhabiting the
mountainous country between Persia and Turkey
~—the ancient Gordian or Carduchian Mountains
—and divided nominally between those two em-
pires. But their more powerful tribes have seldom
acknowledged more than a nominal allegiance to
either of these governments; and some of them,
as those of Hakary, have maintained an entire in-
dependence. A part of them are nomads, living
in tents, and part of them stationary tenants of vil-
lages ; but all more or less given to predatory hab-
its. Their religion is professedly the faith of Is-
lam. The following dialogue, which I held with
one of the nomadic Koords and a Nestorian bish-
op, may serve to illustrate the character of this
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sanguinary people. Similar statements have fre-
quently been made by other Koords, and confirm-
ed by the Nestorians and Persians.

Myself. Where do you live ?

Koord. In black tents. We are Kouchee Koords.

M. What is your occupation ?

Bishop. You need not ask him. I will tell you.
They are thieves.

M. Is that true, Koord ?

K. Yes, it is true. We steal whenever we can.

+ M. Do you kill people too ?

K "When we meet a man that we wish to rob,
if we prove the strongest, we kill him. If he
proves the strongest, he kills us.

M. But suppose he offers no resistance when
you attempt to rob him ?

K. If he have much property, we would kill
him to prevent his making us trouble. If he had

- not much, we would let him go.

B. Yes, after you had whipped him well.

M. Suppose you meet a poor man who had no-
thing but his clothes, what would youdo? Would
you molest him ?

K. If his clothes were good we would take
them and give him poor ones in exchange. If
not, we would let him pass.

M. But this is a bad business in which you are
engaged, of robbing people. Why do you not
follow some other occupation ?

.
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K. What shall we do? We have no ploughs
or fields ; and robbing is our trade.

M. The Persians will give you land if you will
cultivate it. ' .

K. We do not know how to work.

M. 1t is very easy to learn. Will you make
the trial ?

B. He does not wish to work. He had rather
steal. ’

K. He speaks the truth. It would be very diffi-
cult, and take a long time to get what we want °
by working for it; but by robbing a village, we
can get a great deal of property in a single night.

M. But you are liable to be killed in these af-
frays.

K. Suppose we are killed. We must die some
time, and what is the difference of dying now or
a few days hence? When we rob a village, we
go in large parties upon horses, surprise the vil-
lJagers when they are asleep, and escape with their
property before they are ready to defend them-
selves. If pursued by an army, we strike our tents
and flee to our strongholds in the mountains.

M. Why do you rot come and rob these vil-
lages, as you used to do?

B. They could not live if driven put of Persia.
They fear the Persians.

K We should have no other place to winter
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our flocks; sowegivethePemiamaomopm
and keep at peace with them. =

M. 1 wish to visit your tribe. How would.thq
treat me? )

K. Upon my eyes, they would do i
for you. 7 7 everything

M. But you say they are thieves and murdereys,
Perhaps they would rob and kill me.

K. No, no; they wish to have you come, but
you are not willing. We never rob our friends,
You come to do good, and no one would hurt you.

M. But many of them do not know me.

K. They have all heard of you, and would treat
you with the greatest kindness if you should visit
them.
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CHAPTER. 1L

Practicabilisy of visiting the Mountain Nestorians.—Journey to
Constantinople.—Storm in the Monntains.—Journey to Meso-
potamia, Diarbékir, and Mardin.—Providential Escape.

A srorae of the Nestorian patriarch, who vis-
ited us at Ooroomiah, and a Koordish chief whom
I had seen in his castle at Burdasoor, bad express-
ed the opinion that my professional character
would procure me a- safe passport to any part of
the Koordish Mountains, and, from what I had
learned in my frequent intercourse with the Koords,
I had reason to believe that I might safely pass -
through the Koordish territory and enter the coun-
try of the Independent Nestorians.

My own impressions were that I should be able
to enter the country of the Independent Nesto-
rians from the Persian frontier, and I advised this
plan. But this was not assented to, and, in pursu-
ance of the instructions of the Board to proceed
by way of Mesopotamia, I set out from Ooroomiah
on the first of April, 1839, for Erzeroom, where
I had proposed to meet my expected associate, the
Rev. Mr. Homes, of Constantinople, who was to be
temporarily associated with me in this enterprise.

On my arrival at Salmas, I received a letter
from him, apprizing me that the brethren at Con-

C
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stantinople had decided against his entering upon
the tour, under the apprehension that my late af-
flictions would put it out of my power to fulfil
the plans of the Board in the formation of a per-
manent station. I Jooked upon this as another
among the many indications of Providence which
had come before us, in favour of my plan of en-
tering the mountains from the Persian frontier.
I wrote to our mission for advice, repeating my
conviction of the importance of the measure I had
before urged upon them, of entering the mount-
ains before proceeding to Mesopotamia. The po-
litical state of the latter country was mentioned
as one consideration in favour of this course. My
letter was also accompanied by the assurance of
the governor of Salmas, that he would do every-
thing to secure the success of the enterprise, and
that he did not doubt but the facilities he could
furnish would enable me to go and return in safe-
ty. But still there was not a majority in the mis-
sion in favour of my entering the mountains, and
I was advised to proceed to join Mr. Homes, and
enter upon the proposed tour in Mesopotamma.
I accordingly proceeded with as much expe‘h{
tion as possible to Consmntmogle. An unusua
quantity of snow had fallen late in the season, and
my journey proved one of extreme difficulty and
of no little peril. ¥or more than two hundred
miles I found the smOW fom two to three or four
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feet in depth, although it was the middle of April
when I crossed this elevated portion of Armenia.
On the great plain at the foot of Mount Ararat we
encountered one of the most severe storms of snow
- Thad ever experiented, and came near perishing
in the mountains beyond, where the storm met us
with increased fury. For more than twenty miles
of this dreary road there was not a single human
habitation. - Our guide, about midway, became so
much blinded by the snow that he could not keep
the road, and I was obliged to take his place, and
trust to the recollection of my former journey four
years before, and the occasional traces of the path
which was here and there swept bare by the dri-
ving wind. As we began to descend the mount-
ains on the opposite side, where the wind had not
done us this important service, I was obliged to
walk several miles, tracing the narrow path in the
deep snow with my feet. I could only determine
when I was out of the old beaten path, which lay
beneath the new-fallen snow, by the ‘depth to
which I sunk in the frosty element. Our horses
also became almost buried in the snow the mo-
ment they stepped out of the road.

‘While crossing the plain near the head-waters of
the Euphrates, where Xenophon and the Ten Thou-
sand suffered so much in their memorable retreat,
my Nestorian attendant, and a pilgrim who had
joined us, became nearly blind from the continued
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intense glare of the snow.. Thisand a severe storm
detained us two days at Moolah-Sooleiman, where
we were most hospitably entertained in a stable,
with forty or fifty head of horned cattle, horses,
donkeys, and fowls, while the sheep occupied an-
other apartment in the same house. In these and
other particulars I found a striking coincidence
with the experience of the brave Ten Thousand;
and the dwellings and habits of the people were
essentially the same as those described by Xeno-
phon more than two thousand years ago. The
houses were built mostly under ground, and the
villages at a distance resembled a collection of
large coal-pits, but broader and not so high.

Our next stage was over the mountain-pass of
Dahar, the most difficult between Constantinople
and Persia. The recollection of what Messrs. Smith
and Dwight experienced in their passage over this
mountain, together with the fact that three natives
bad perished in the snow not long before, prepared
me to expect a toilsome and difficult ride. But
delay was not likely to make any improvement for
many days to come ; and, moreover, a storm of rain
had set in on the plain, which would soon quite
obstruct the road, as the horse would sink to his
middle at every step. As we began to ascend the
mountain, we found the rain changed to snow, and
accompanied by a strong wind, which soon in-
creased to a gale. 'When about two thirds of the
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way up the mountain, the guide, who professed to
be well acquainted with the road, led us into such
deep snows that our’ hardy horses were unable to
proceed, and it became evident that we had wan-
dered from the path. After much difficulty we
succeeded in finding it; but it was soon lost again,
and the guide, after a fruitless search, declared it
impossible to proceed. To turn back was nearly as
hopeless, as the snow had filled our tracks almost
as soon as they were made, and as the wind would
then be in our faces. Under these circumstan-
ces, I felt that our hope was alone in God ; but
with his assurance that he would direct the path
of those who acknowledge him in all their ways, I

felt that he would order all for the best, though in
what manner or to what end I could not foresee.
Just then, as unexpected as if an angel had de-
scended from heaven, four hardy mountaineers
came tramping over the snow from the opposite
side of the mountain. With much difficulty we
prevailed upon one of them to act as our guide;
and by breaking down the high drifts of snow
with our feet, and leading our horses where we
could not ride, we at length succeeded in passing
the mountains. There had been no horse across
since the heavy storm a week before, and the old
path could only be found in many places by stri-
king a heavy cudgel deep into the snow; and our
guide seldom mistook the road when he found his

B2
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long staff strike on a hard foundation without sink-
ing its length in the snow.

The next day we found ourselves in the valley
of the Aras, where a warm sun, and heavy con-
tinued rains had swelled every rill to a fearful
torrent; and we had as imminent danger in cross-
ing the streams which lay in our way as we had
before experienced from mountain storms. In one
of these mountain-torrents my horse was carned
away, but finally succeeded in reaching the shore,
when I had to ride several miles with my boots
full of water as cold as the melting snow. On
reaching the west branch of the Euphrates, I
found the bridge had fallen in the night, and we
only succeeded in crossing after the villagers had
waded about in the cold water up to their waist
for nearly an hour. At first they pronounced the
ford impracticable, but finally succeeded in getting
us across where the water came quite up on our
saddles. Several other bridges were carried away,
and in one instance I took a circuitous route, and
crossed the stream in its separate branches near its
source.

On arriving at Constantinople I found that Mr.
Homes could not then be spared from that station,
and, with the concurrence of the brethren, I re-
solved to proceed alone into Mesopotamia, it being
understood that I should remain in or near Diar-
békir until Mr. Homes should join me. I accord-
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ingly made what haste I could to that field. From
Trebizonde I rode in less than three days to Erze-
room, a distance by the winter route of at least
220 miles, and over.a very mountainous road.
On my route to Diarbékir, where I arrived on the
30th of May, I found great difficulty in crossing
some of the lofty mountains, owing to the great
quantity of snow which remained upoi their surn-
mits at that late season, while immense avalanches
had formed bridges of snow and ice over some of
the foaming torrents which- dashed- through the
narrow ravines. The bridge over the Euphrates
at Paloo had been carried away, and I crossed the
river on a raft of inflated skins, like those men~
tioned by Xenophon in his retreat of the Ten
Thousand.

On my arrival at Dmrbélnr * I found the public
mind in that state of suspense and expectation
which could be compared to nothing but the calm
which precedes an overwhelming storm, and soon
it came, with terror and devastation in its course.
The signal defeat and almost entire dispersion of
the Turkish army was first publicly announced in
that city by hundreds of soldiers fleeing from the
battle-field, who had been stripped of their appa-
rel and all that they had by the Koords, who had

# Diarbékir is on the river Tigris, in’ latitude about 37° north,
and about 40° east longitude. "Mardin is about sixty miles south
by west from Diarbékir.
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taken possession of the roads. From that time the
reign of violence and anarchy commenced, and
robberies and murders were the order of the day.
Scarcely a man dared Jeave the walls of the
city without a large party to accompany him.
Each man robbed the man he met, and the arm of
the strongest was the only law. The governor, it
is true, made an attempt to preserve the peace,
and had the heads of five Koords and about forty
ears hung up in the bazars, to deter others from
committing violence upon the persons and proper-
ty of the citizens. But these same bazars, two
days after, were the theatre of most open and da-
ring robberies. The defeat of the army having
been ascribed by the mass of the people to the
European uniform and tactics or the Vezam, great
opposition was raised againstit, and against all Eu-
ropeans as the reputed cause of it. This spirit,
under the influence of Moslem bigotry, and a jeal-
ousy lest, in the weak state of the country, Chris-
tianity would rise upon the ruins of Islim, was
carried to such an extent, that we not only heard
ourselves cursed in the streets as infidel dogs, but,
as it is said, there was a determination expressed
to kill all the Europeans in the place. What this
threat might have resulted in, had we remained in
the city, it is impossible to say; but I now learn
that some Mussulmans came to our house after we
left it with evil intentions concerning us.
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Having been joined by Mr. Homes, we pro-
ceeded to Mardin on the 10th of July, accompa-
nied by an escort of thirty horse, half of which
were furnished by the governor and half were re-
turning to Mardin. We had two objects in pro-
ceeding thus far during the disturbed state of the
country: to avoid the hot and unhealthy climate
of Diarbékir, where the temperature was then at
98° in the shade, and daily increasing ; and to ex-
tend our inquiries among the Syrian Christians,
‘We had been but a few days at Mardin, when our
lives were openly threatened; and the governor,
who declared himself without authority, advised
us to remain in our house for some days, and also
offered us a guard for defence. We did not think
it best to manifest any particular apprehensions,
and declined the guard, only keeping quiet in our
intercourse with the people. After a while this
spirit of hatred to us as Christians seemed to die
away, and we appeared to have the confidence
and friendship of most or all of the chief men of
the place, among whom were the governor, the
mufti, and the cddi, whom we visited on friendly
terms. But at length a catastrophe arrived, in
which we should in all probability have fallen the
victims of a bigoted and infuriated populace, had
not that kind hand, which had carried us safely
through so many dangers, interposed to save us.

On the sixth of September, the Koords of Mar
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din rose in insurrection, and in open day, in the
court of the public palace, killed their late govern-
or and several more of the chief men of the place,
and then came with their bloody weapons to the
house where Mr. Homes and myself were residing,
with the avowed intention of adding us to the num-
ber of the slain! calling out to know where we
were. Most providentially, we had just left the
city, and, when we returned, we found the gates
closed to prevent the rescue or escape of any of the
intended victims. It seemed as though some guar-
dian angel had led us out of the danger, and then
shut usout. Seeing a great commotion within, we
retired to a convent of Syrian Christians a few miles
distant, where we met with a kind reception, and
remained some days, until the commotion subsided.

A few days before, these sanguinary men had
murdered an influential native Christian in his bed,
and then openly declared that it was an act of re-
ligious charity, for which God would reward them,
to put Christians to death !

Such is a very faint sketch of the difficulties and
dangers which beset my path after entering upon
this enterprise. Moreover, after long and patient
inquiry, we found that there are no Nestorians
remaining on the western side of the Koordish
mountains ; all those who formerly resided this side
the mountains having become papists, or removed
to other parts. In view of these considerations,
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which left so little hope of doing good, while so
much peril was involved, my associate resolved to
leave this field, and return to his station at Con-
stantinople. In this he was supported by the ad-
vice of brethren both at Constantinople and Smyr-
na; and, in our peculiar circumstances, I could not
withhold my approbation ; but, with a full view
of the trials which might lie before me in my soli-
tary journey onward, I yielded a cordial and cheer-
ful acquiescence.

I was forty days in Diarbékir, and Mr. Homes
and myself spent two months in Mardin. They
were days of mingled solicitude and pleasure, and
not to be forgotten while memory remains. I had
but just arisen from a sick-bed, on which the tide
of life seemed for a time fast ebbing to its close,
when the catastrophe I have described took place.
The events of that-day, and the Divine interposi-
tion by which we were preserved, tended not a
little to strengthen my faith, and arm me for what-
ever perils might still beset my path.
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CHAPTERIII.

Departure from Mardin.—Plain of uﬂm&—ndml.—m
of Nineveh.—Yezidees, or Worshippers of the Devil.

Wirran the dilapidated walls of an ancient
Christian church, which stands alone in a mount-
ain ravine on the verge of the great plain of Meso-
potamia, and is overlooked by the impregnable for.
tress of Mardin, I exchanged the partmg embrace
with my “ brother and companion in tribulation,”
the Rev. Mr. Homes, with whom I had spent more
than two months of anxious repose, and shared
the most imminent peril of life. On account of
the general anarchy which reigned around us, we
had travelled together scarcely two days; but I
bad learned, when prostrated on a bed of sick-
ness, and surrounded by men of violence and
hlood, how to prize the company of a Christian
friend ; and it was not without a mutual struggle
that we yielded to the eonvictions of duty, and

" tore away from each other’s society to pursue, in
opposite directions, the long and arduous j Jjourneys
that lay before us. But, while the voice of Provi-
dence called him to return to his station in the
metropolis of Turkey, to me it seemed to cry, On-
Ward.

The hope of obtaining access to the mountain
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tribes of ' Nestorians from this quarter was among
the first motives to. the undertaking in which I had
embarked, and I resolved to spare no effort to ef- .
fect this impertant object ; for, while no one dared
to-advise the undertaking, lest I should fall a vic-
tim to the sanguinary character of the surrounding
Koosds, every friend of the mission was most de-
sirous to see it accomplished.

It was also important that more wbould be
knovim of the city of Mdsul and the adjacent coun-
try; and 1 resolved to proceed thither, with the
hope thiat I shonld obtain more Tight on the ques-
tion of entering the mountains from that point, in-
tending, if I finally failed in my efforts to reach
the field to which my anxious attention had been
so Jong directed, to turn my steps by a more south-
ern route towards my former abode on the plains
of Persia.

To secure our effects and make other prelimi-
nary arrangements for my journey, I returned to the
gates.-of Mardin, whence Mr. H. and myself had
been led out, as if by Mercy’s angel, to escape
sharing in the tragic scene enacted in the court of
the public palace a week before. The bustle of
the streets was dying away as evening drew on,
and so changed was my aspect, in the Oriental
robes and turban I had assumed, that I passed on
without recognition, and remained in quiet tran-
quillity two days within the walls of the town so

D
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recently‘the scene of anarchy and misrule! Bat
the storm had spent itself in its own violence ; and,
while I was there, the surrounding mountains re-
verberated the roar of artillery, which' announced
from the walls of the lofty castle,  that the town
had been placed under the vigorous government
of Mohammed Pashé of Mosul. ‘This extension
of his rule added not a little to the safety of my
route over the vast plain of Mesopotamia; and,
after a journey of nearly two hundred miles, I
found myself securely lodged within the walls of
Mosul, on the moming of the 20th of September,
1839, .

As my journal up to the time of my departure
from that city was left there, with most of my ef-
fects, for safe keeping, I cannot now lead the read-
er through the exciting scenes and romantic inci-
dents which beset my path through this home of
the ancient patriarchs. The spirit-stirring sketch-
es of Sarah, Rebecca, and Rachel, portrayed in
such lovely simplicity by the inspired historian,
were held up in living characters in the person of
the young shepherdess watering her father’s flocks
at the wells of Mesopotamia, or carrying her re-
plenished pitcher at the close of day, and in the
black tents of the wandering Arab, so proverbial-
ly changeless in his habits. I seemed to be car-
ried back four thousand years on the wings of
_ time, to hold converse with the father of the faith-
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ful, while leading the same pastonlhfeonthm
extended plain.

On this part of my route I was favoured with
the agreeable society and kind attentions of Cap-
tain Conolly, an intelligent English officer, who
had, through many dangers, reached Mardin, on
his way to India with despatches. I felt the ex-
hilaration of returning: strerigth after my late se-
vere illness; and our journey was enlivened with
the sight of fleet herds of antelopes, which scoured
the boundless desert, and.a slight altercation with
a band of Koordish banditti, who lay in ambush
to. mtereept and rob us. But we gained possession
of -an eminence that commanded their position,
and, with a small party of Arab horsemen with
long spears, who had beew sent for our protection
by the chief whose encampment we had recently
left, we presented such a formidable aspeet that
the robbers lowered their guns and suffered us to
pass quietly on our way.

At Mésul I found the country in a more quiet
state, under the rule of their.vigorous pasha. My
observations upon this place were soon completed,
and my preparations made to proceed on my"
route. The Nestorians who once inhabited this
district have all embraced the Romish faith and
become Chaldeans, as the papal Nestorians are
usually called. They mostly inhabit the villages
on the east of the Tigris ; and Elkosh, with its con-

-
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vent of Rabben Hormuz, is the chief: seat of their
influence. Their patriarch resides at Bagdad,
where there are but few of their people. He was
educated at the Propagandi in Rome, and is a
receives his appointment directly from Rome, and
is in mo way connected with the Nestorian Church,
That church bas but the single patriarch, Mar
Shimon, who resides in the mountains near Jula-
merk, and who will be hereafter described. The
lineal descendants of the patriarch Elias of El-
koeh are all connected with the Charch of
andﬂlelastpntendertothatsectianowabidnp
ofthepapalChaldelnChurch. In the year 1834
he went to Ooroomiah, and told the Nestorians of
that district that he had returned to the anciemt
faithofhisfathen,andthnthewonldbﬁngovq-
all the Chaldeans to the same faith if the Nesto-
rians would acknowledge him as their spiritual
head. But it afterward proved that his professions
were quite faithless ; and he has since been active-
lyengagedine{ﬁ)mtopmselytetheNutoﬁansto
the papsl religion.

There are about five hundred families of the
Jacobite, and as many of the papal Syrians in M5-
sul and its vicinity ; but the Jacobite Syrians have
their chief seat in Mesopotamia, and in their doc-
teines and practice they are more allied to the Ax-
menians than to the Nestorians,
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On the morning of the 7th of October I bade
adieu-to Mdsul, with its thirty thousand inmates,
on my way towards the unexplored mountains of
central Koordistan, accompanied by two Nestori-
ans.of Persia, a Koordish muleteer, and a Turkish
cavass (police officer) from the pasha.

My passport was demanded and examined at
the gate of the city, a formality of recent date
in Turkey, and quite udknown in Persia. We
.came at once upon the Tigris, from which the city
is supplied with water, conveyed in leathern sacks
upon horses and mules, and in pitehers upon the
shoulders of the poor. The bridge of boats was
thronged with a motley crowd of Koords, Arabs,
Turks, Christians, and Jews, clad in their various
and grotesque costumes; .and, in their confused
jargon of dissonant voices, bearing unequivocal
testimony to the curse of Babel. Their camels,
mules, horses, bullocks, and donkeys were laden
with' the various produce of the country, with
which the markets are crowded at an early hour in
the morning, especially at this season of the year,
when grain, fruits, melons, and vegetables are
cheap.and abundant. Some of the loads had
fallen upon the bridge, increasing the confusion,
‘which already threatened to precipitate man and
beast into the.deep and rapid- current of the Ti-
gris, which was then about 150 yards wide at that
place, though much broader at high water. The

D2
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Orientals are agreed that this and the Euphrates
are two of the rivers which watered the paradise
of Eden ; and the original name Hiddekel, or Deg-
leh, is preserved by the Christians and Jews; but
the other two rivers they are unable to identify,
and their notions of the situstion of that primitive
eradle of our race are altogether confused or vis-
ionary. But, while the blissful bowers of Eden
are no more, the fruit of the fall everywhere
abounds, and fills these fair portions of the earth
with tears and blood.

The passage of the Tigris transferred me from
Mesopotamia into Assyria, and I stood upon the
ruins of Nineveh, “ that great city,”” where the
‘prophet Jonah proclaimed the dread message of
Jehovah to so many repenting thousands, whose
deep humiliation averted for a time the impending
ruin. But when ber proud monarchs bad scourged
idolatrous Israel, and carried the ten tribes nto
captivity, and raised their hands against Judah
and the holy city, the inspired strains of the elo-
quent Nahum, clothed in terrible sublimity as they
‘were, met their full accomplishment in the utter
desolation of one of the largest cities on which the
sun ever shone. ¢ Nineveh is laid waste! who.
will bemoan her? She is empty, and void, and
waste ; her nobles dwell in the dust ; her people
are scattered upon the mountams, and no man
gathereth them.” :
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‘Where her gorgeous palaces once resounded te -
the strains of music and the shouts of revelry, a .
few black tents of the wandering Arab and Tr-
komén are now scattered among the shapeless
mounds of earth and rubbish-—the ruins of the city
—as if in mockery of her departed glory; while
their tenants were engaged in the fitting employ-
ment of weaving “ sackcloth of hair,” as if for the
mourning attire of the world’s great emporium,
whose “ merchants” were “ multiplied above the
stars of heaven.” The largest mound, from which
«very ancient relics and inscriptions are dug, is now
crowned with the Moslem village of Neby Yinas,
or-the prophet Jonah, where his remains are said
to be interred, and over which has been nared,n
his mansoleum, a temple of Islim.

Soon after leaving the ruins of Nineveh we came
in sight of two villages of the Yezidees, the repu-
ted worshippers of the devil. Large and luxuriant
olive-groves, with their rich green foliage and
fruit just ripening in the autumnal sun, imparted
such a cheerful aspect to the scene as soon dis-
pelled whatever of pensive melancholy had gath-
ered around me while treading upon the dust of
departed greatness. Several white sepulchres of
Yezidee sheikhs attracted attention as I approach-
ed the villages. They were in the form " of - fhuted
cones or pyramlds standing upon quadtangular
bases, and rising to the height of some twehty feet
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or more. We became the -guests of one of the
chief Yezidees of Baasheka, whose dwelling, like
others in the place, was a rude stone structure,
with a flat terrace roof. Coarse felt carpets were
spread for our seats in the open court, and a formal
welcome was given us, but it was evidently not a
very cordial one. My Turkish cavass understood
the reason, and at once removed it. Our host had
mistaken me for a Mohammedan, towards whom
the Yezidees cherish a settled aversion. As-soon
as I was introduced to him as a Christian, and he
had satisfied himself that this was my true charac-
- ter, his whole deportment was changed. He at
once gave.me a new and cordial welcome, and
set about supplying our wants with new alacrity.
He seemed to feel that he had exchanged a Mos-
{em foe for a Christian friend, and I became quite
satisfied of the truth of what I had often heard,
that the Yezidees are friendly towards the profess-
ors of Christianity.

They are said to cherish a high regard for the
Christian religion, of which clearly they have some
corfupt remains. They practise the rite of bap-
tism, make the sign of the cross, so emblematical
of Christianity in the East, put off their shoes and
kiss the threshold when they enter a Christian
church ; and itissaid that they often speak of wine
as the blood of Christ, hold the cup with both
hands, after the sacramental manner of the East,
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when drinking it, and, if a drop chamee to fall on
the ground, they gather it up with religious care.

They believe in one supreme God, and, in some
sense at least, in Christ as a saviour. They have
also a remnant of Sabianism,or the religion of the
‘ancient fire-worshippers. They bow in adoration
before the rising sun, and kiss his first rays when
they strike on a wall or other object near them ;
and they will not blow out a candle with their
breath or spit in the fire, lest they should .defile
that sacred element.

Circumcision and the passover, or a sacrificial
festival allied to the passover in time and circum-
stance, seem also to identify them with the Jews;
and, altogether, they certainly present a most mn-
gular chapter in the history of man.

Their system of faith has points of strong resem-
blance to the ancient Manichean heresy; and it
is probable that they are a remnant of that heret-
ical sect. This idea derives support from the fact,
that they seem to have originated in the region
where Manes first laboured ‘and propagated his
tenets with the greatest success ; and from the co-
incidence of the name of their reputed founder or
most revered teacher, Adde, with an active dis-
ciple of Manes of the same name and place of
abode. If Adde of the Yezidees and of the Mani-
cheans was one and the same, the circumstance at
once reconciles their remains of Christian forms
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and sentiments, with the testimony of the Syrian
and Nestorian Christians around them, to their
Christian origin, and throws important light upon
the early history of this remarkable people. Their
Christian attachments, if not their origin, should
at least plead strongly to enlist the sympathies of
Christians in their behalf, while it holds out cheer-
ing encouragement for us to labour for their good.

That they are really the worshippers of the
devil can only be true, if at all, in a modified
sense, though it is true that they pay him so
much deference as to refuse to speak of him dis-
respectfully (perhaps for fear of his vengeance);
and, instead of pronouncing his name, they call
him the “lord of the evening,” or “prince of
darkness ;”’ also, Sheikh Maazen, or Exalted Chief.
Some of them say that Satan was a fallen angel
with whom God was angry; but he will at some
future day be restored to favour, and there is no
reason why they should treat him with disre-
spect. It may be found that their notions of the
evil being are derived from the Ahriman of the
ancient magi, and the secondary or evil deity of
the Manicheans, which was évidently ingrafted on
the Oriental philosophy. Some of the ancient
Nestorian writers speak of them as of Hebrew de-
scent : a question which I shall examine more at
length in another place in this volume.

The Christians of Mesopotamia report that the
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Yezidees make votive offerings to the devil, by
throwing money and jewels into a certaift deep pit
in the mountains of Sinjar, where a large portion °
of them reside ; and it is said that when that dis-
trict, which haslong been independent, was subju-
gated by.the Turks, the pasha compelled the Yezi-
dee priest to disclose the place, and then plunder-
ed it of a large treasure, the offerings of centuries.
The Yezidees here call themselves Daseni, proba-
bly from the ancient name of the district, Dasen,
which was a Christian bishopric in early times.
Their chief place of concourse, the religious tem-
ple of the Yezidees, is said to have once been a
Christian church or eonvent. The late Mr. Rich
speaks of the Yezidees as “ lively, brave, hospita-
ble, and good-humoured ;> and adds that,“ under
the British government, much might be made of
them.” Can nothing be made of them under the
gospel 7 and will not the effort be made? Masul
is a central position from which to approach them,
and they may well form an important object of at- -
tention for a mission in that city. The Nestorians
claim them as a branch of their Church ; and there
are other reasons why they might well be inclu-
ded in our labours for the improvement of that
people. Many of the Nestorians speak the Koord-
ish language, which is spoken by thg Yezidees,
and they would prove most important-and valua-
ble coadjutors in our labours for their conversion,
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'while, at the same time, an opportunity would

at once be afforded for the development of the

* missiopary zeal :-which once so greatly animated

the Nestorian Church, and whieh we aim and ex-
pect, by the blessing of God, speedily to revive.
The precise number of the Yezidees # is diffi-
cult to estimate, so little is known of them ; but it
is probable that we must reckon them by tens of
thousands, instead of the larger computations which
have been made by some travellers who have re-
ceived their information merely from report. Still
they are sufficiently numerous to form an impor-
tant object of attention to the Christian Church;
‘and I trust, as we leamn more about them, sympa-
thy, prayer, and effost will be enlisted in their be-
half. It will be a scene of no ordinary interest
when thevoice of prayer and praise to God shall
ascend from hearts now devoted to the service of
the prince of darkness, “ the worshippers of the
devil!?” May that day be hastened en.
Continuing in a northeast course, in two hours

‘we came in sight of the ancient convent of Mar

Matta (St. Matthew), which is said to have stood
about fifteen hundred years. It occupies a bold
position on the steep, rocky acclivity of a mount-
ain, which I ascended on a mule, after receiving a
charge to hold fast to his mane to keep from fall-
ing backward in the steep, zigzag ascent. It has
been deserted in consequence of the ravages of the
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Ravendoos Koords, who overrun this region g%
or seven years ago, committing sad havoe partis
tlarly among the poor Yezidees. * A cool fountait
in a cave, which is shaded by a pretty arbour and
the overhanging rock, invited to repose, but I had
not time long to admire its beauttes ; and, after
surveying the exténded and charming prospect, I
Rastered to the little village of Meirik, where my
60mpanions were waiting for me to partake of the
plai collation of melons, etc., whick the peor
Yezidees of the place had prepéred. -

We then hastened on through an opening in the
hills, and just at dusk reached another village of
the Yezidees, called Mohammed-Ravshan, where
we stopped for the night. Our ride was enliven- |
ed by the sight of small herds of-antelopes, which
skipped fleetly over the hills, or gratified their cu-
riosity by gazing at us at a safe distance from our
path. We also met a number of Koords, who
gave me theé friendly salutation (which a Turk ac-
cords to the true believers alone) of “Peace be
with you.”

Two monuments of the description of those I
have mentioned, but of a much larger size, were
very conspicuous objects near the village ; but fa-
tigue and the lateness of the hour prevented me
from making a particular examination of them.
The accommodations which the village afforded
were of the poorest kind ; and, to avoid the ver-

E
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min of the houses, we spread our carpets in the
open street, and, after a social chat and a mess of
" pottage, made of sour buttermilk and herbs boiled
together, I lay down under the broad canopy of
heaven, committing myself to the ever-watchful
care of heaven’s great Architect.

There is little or no dewmthelecountnes,and
the natives usually sleep in the open air through
the summer. The people of a whole village may
often be seen making their toilet upon the tops of
their flat-roof houses at dawn of day.
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'CHAPTER IV.

Battle-ground of Alexander.—Akra and its Scenery.—Reception
by a Koordish Chief.—Journey to Amédieh. .
October 8, 1839.—My slumbers were disturbed
by slight showers of rain which fell in the night.
This proved a fortunate circumstance, as I was
thus awakened just in time to hear the neighing of
my horse and secure him, as he was moving* off
under very suspicious circumstances, his halter
having been loosened probably by robbers, who

fled on the outcry and pursuit which was made.
At dawn of day we mounted, and soon entered
upon an extensive and very level plain, watered by
the Gomela and Hazir, or Chaser rivers, which
we soon after forded a few miles above their junc-
tion. Geographers are agreed that the latter is
the Bumadus, upon whieh the famous and deci-
sive battle was fought between the legions of
Darius and Alexander; and the extent and situa-
tion of this plain, with its relative distance from
Arbela* whither the Macedonian army pursued
the vanquished monarch of Persia, and which
gave name to the battle, seem to denote this as the
probable theatre of that memorable scene of blood

# Six hundred stadis, according to Arrian.
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and carnage. Such was the opinion of my friend,
Colonel Sheil, who skirted its northern bounds in
his late tour in Koordistan;* and the opinion re-
ceives support from the use, by the ancient Syrian
writers, of the significant name Beth Garma or
Beit Germe, “ the Place of Bones,” for a district
which must have been situated nearly in this po-
sition; doubtless from the bleaching skeletons of
the three hundred thousand slaughtered Persians
who were left on the field. What a fitting monu-
meant to the memory of the world’s great conqueror,
“Place of Bones !’}

Beth Garme appears to have once contained a
large population of Nestorian Christians, as it is
mentioned by Amrus and Elias of Damascus, in
connexion with Adiabene and other contiguous
places, as one’ of seven metropolitan bishoprics
whose prelates elected and ordained the patriarch.}
The Nestorians are now reduced to a few scatter-
ed villages on the northern border of the district,
and this fertile plain is still desolated by the rava-
ges of war. Within the last six years the Koords
of Ravendoos and of Amidieh have successively
swept over it, and the present year the finishing
stroke in its desolation has been given by the

* Paoblished in the Journal of the RoyalGeognphxulSum
for 1838.

+ Assem Bibliothek Orient, vol. ii., p. 177.
3 Bib. Orient, val. ii., p. 458-9.
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Turkish army under the pashas of Mésul and
Bagdad.

The ill-fated mhabltants sought shelter in the
adjacent mountains during each successive storm ;
and, when I passed, a miserable remnant of them
had just returned to repair their dilapidated dwell-
ings, and prepare for approaching winter. In an-
swer to our inquiries for food, some of them said
they had not bread to eat themselves, and begged
us to supply their necessities. In other villages,
a scanty remnant of their harvest had been gath-
ered in; and the straw, which is cut up fige by
threshing instruments having great iron teeth, was
piled in heaps, and covered over with earth, like
the small conical coalpits in America, to preserve
it from the storms. Near the border of the plain,
some of the largest cotton I have seen in the East
was still standing, testifying to the exuberant fer-
tility of the soil ; but it is sown so densely that it
cannot attain the size of the cotton in our southern
states.

About three P.M. we approached the romantic
Little town of Akra, imbosomed in gardens and
fruit orchards, which, for beauty, variety, and fer-
tility, are unrivalled evenin the East. For a mile
before reaching the town, our path was imbow-
ered in arbours of pomegranates, blending their
golden and crimson hues, contrasted with the rich
green olive and the more luscious but humble fig,

&2
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and interspersed with the peach, apricot, plum,
and cherry; while the unpretending blackberry
lined our avenue, and held out its fruit for me to
gather while seated upon my saddle. It was the
first fruit of the kind I had seen since leaving the
shores of my native land, and it was welcomed as
a friend of my early days, bringing with it tender
recollections of * home, sweet home !’

This delightful rural scenery is strikingly con-
trasted with the bold and bare rocks of the main
range of the Koardish mountains, that rise ab-
ruptly from the foot of the town, which is over~
loaked by the pow ruiped castle, perched upan
one of the nearest and most precipitous cliffs, once
their “ rock of defence.” The castle had just been
demolished by the Turks, who carried the rebel-
lious chief a prisoner to Bagdad, and placed an-

.other Koord of the same ancient family over the
district of Amédieh. To visit this chief, and se-
cure his protection while in his territory, was the
occasion of my visit to Akra, which required about
two days’ ride farther than the direct route from
Mosul to Améidieh by the way of Elkosh or De-
hook. But I had no reason to regret the exten-
. sion of my journey.

The pasha welcomed me with all the politeness
of the most polished Oriental, or, I should rather
say, Persian, for he had nothing of the stiff hau-
tewr of the Turk. He rose from his carpet as 1

L]
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entered the tent, and gave me a seat by his side.
But scarcely had the first compliments been ex-
changed, when he held out his hand for me to feel
his pulse, saying that he had long been ill, and he
regarded my visit as a special favour from God;
at the same time tendering me a pressing invita-
- tion to remain with him some days. As he spoke
Turkish  and Persian fluently, as well as his na-
tive Koordish, I found no difficulty for the want of
a medium of communication; and we conversed °
freely upon a variety of topics. But, when at
length he spoke of the fallen fortunes of his fam-
ily, which claims descent from the Abbasside ca-
liphs of Bagdad, and till recently, as he affirmed,
had held independent sway over no less than
twelve hundred villages in these mountains, I
could not but regard the topic as one of great
delicacy, especially as what we should say might
be carried by the birds of the air to the now domi-
nant authorities, where nothing but evil could be
the result. I therefore evaded a direct reply, and
changed the conversation by deserved encomiums
upon the charms of the scenery by which we were
surrounded ; for this chief was spending the early
part of autumn in his tents, amid the enchanting
gardens I have mentioned, while two beautiful
rivulets murmured through the vales on either side.
Just then, a fine little son of the chief, scarcely
eight years of age, came in with a smiling face, -
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bearing in his hand a large pomegranate, which
he had used as a mark, and perforated by a ball
from hisrifle. A suitable present was immediate-
ly ordered for the young marksman by the chief,
who appeared much delighted with this proof of
his son’s proficiency in the most essential element
of a Koord’s education. '

To handle skilfully the instruments of death,
and bound fearlessly over the roughest ground on
their fiery steeds, are the highest accomplishments
with these bold mountaineers. Some knowledge
of letters is also acquired by the men of rank,
and there are instances of females learning to read
the Korén. Indeed, the Koords often manifest an
inquisitiveness for general information that indi-
cates a disposition for improvement truly encour-
aging ; and they may yet prove a most hopeful
class for missionary enterprise. By their Turkish
neighbours, they are often called by an appellation
which signifies « half Mohammedan,” as if it was
believed that they are less attached to their religion
than the Turks.

Before I took leave of the chief, he gave 4o the
cavass from Mosul a receipt for my safe delivery
into his hands, with just the same formality as
though I had beén a bale of goods; and he would
be held equally accountable for my safety while in
the bounds of his jurisdiction ; as he is immediately
responsible to the pasha of Mosul. He then or-




INCIDENTS OF TRAVEL. o7

dered a young Koord in attendance to be ready
{0 accompany me on my departure.

I remained two nights in Akrs, and, by invita-
tion, spent the second evening with the local
Turkish governor from Masul, who had indulged
so freely in brandy, to counteract the deleterious
effects of the bad water, as he alleged, that he
was fast yerging upon delirium tremens. To calm
his perturbed spirits,.he had called together about
twenty of the chief citizens, while a skilful musi~ -
cian had taken the place of David before Saul, to
- dispel the evil spirit by the soft, soothing strains of
the barp. It was an instrument of seventy-two
strings (or wires), of which sixty-four were re-
Maining, and the music was altogether harmopions
and agreeable.

Akra was once the seat of one of the numeroug
schools of the Nestorians ; but the only remains of
this sect in the district are to be found scattered
through some twenty or more villages, some of
which I afterward visited. - Those in the towa
have become Chaldeans (i. e., papists), and they
and the Jacobite Syrians have each a church ex-
cavated from the rocks of the mountain. They
gcarcely number thirty households in the town,
and one of their priests told me that he was quite
dependant on his own exertions for subsistence,
The whole population may amount to two thou-
sand souls. In the district the Chaldeans are more
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pumerous than the Nestorians. Just over the
mountains, in Zebérri, are a few Nestorian villa-
ges, subject to the Koords. On the other side of
the river Zab, which is about ten or twelve miles
to the east, there are some Chaldean and Nesto-
rian Christians, subject to the bey of Ravendoos.
But it is impossible to gain accurate statistical in-
formation in such a country, without remaining
some time with the people. -

Oct. 10.—Before entering” the dxﬂicult mount-
ains I was about to traverse, I sold my last horse ;
and, mounted on a hardy mule which I had hired,
I set off at sunrise, and for ten or twelve miles pur-
sued a westerly course along the foot of the main
range of mountains. I then entered a pass to the
north, which brought me to the river Hazir, which
I followed to near its source, a few miles west of
the fortress of Améadieh, where I arrived on the
third day from Akra. The road through Zebérri
is more direct, but it is also more difficult, and the
Koords were not in the most peaceable mood.

On the first day from Akra I passed three or
four Nestorian villages, the largest of which had
a population of nearly one thousand souls; also a
village inhabited by Jews speaking the Nestorian
language ; and at night we lodged in a Koordish
hamlet, where the people had a blood-feud with
another village through which we passed, and
which lay in sight. Three men had been killed
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from one of them, and only two from the other,
and now the former were trying to make up the
balance by deliberately murdering their neigh-
bours ; and thus the quarrel would finally be set-
tled. Our road was rough and our fare coarse, but
we had occasion for gratitude that we were kept
in safety.

Amédieh is pleasantly situated in an extensive
opening or undulating plain between the mount-
ains. The district is fertile in grain and fruit.
The wheat is good and abundant, and the grapes
are among the finest I have seen. The raisins
made from them are an article of export, and are
celebrated as the best brought into Persia. The
climate is deemed insalubrious, and successive
‘wars have made sad havoc among the unfortunate
population, who greatly need a good and stable
government. .

The town, or, more properly, the fortress of
Amidieh, is situated on the level summit of a very
precipitous mountain or mass of rock, which ri-
ses, as I judged, nearly a thousand feet above
the plain, and, being entirely insulated and distant
from the surrounding mountains, it is regarded as
quite impregnable. I ascended by a circuitous
and difficult footpath, and entered the town at
two o’clock P.M., October 12th, after answering
the challenge of the heavy-armed soldiers who
kept the gate. The town is garrisaned by Turk-
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ish soldiers, whose commanding officer is made
immediately responsible to the pasha of Mosul.
The Koordish chief of the province of Amédieh
has no access to the fortress. This is an impor-
tant precautionary measire on the part of the
Turks, who, by demolishing the castle at Akra,
and placing a foreign garrison in this more imapor-
tant fortress in the centre of the district, have
completely put it out of the power of the Koords
to throw off the Turkish yoke, unless under some
special turn of fortune.

This will prove a great advantage to our pro-
spective labours among the Mountain Nestorians;
for, so long as there is a responsible control exer.
cised over the Koords by the Turkish government,
the way to the independent Nestorian Christians
beyond is entirely open; and hence I cannot but
regard the changes that have taken place here a3
peculiarly favourable to the prospect of extending
our labours into that interesting field.

The town I found almost depopulated by wars
consequent on the invasion of the Ravendoos
Koords ; and of 1000 houses, only two hundred
and fifty are inhabited. Most of the remaining
three fourths, and a part of the public markets,
have been torn down or much dilapidated, and
are now the noisome receptacles of filth and ordure.
This general scene of desolation was not a little
heightened by the sallow visages of the few re-
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maining inmates, and of the soldiery, who were
suffering severely from intermittent fevers and oth-
er bilious affections ; not, as they affirmed, entirely
the effect of bad water, but rather, as appeared to
me more probable, of the filthy and ruinous state
of the town. I found the civil governor and the
military commiander both seriously ill, and to them
my visit was most welcome.

I spent a quiet Sabbath at Amédieh, having
given previous notice that I would attend to the
sick on Monday morning. There are about one
hundred families of Jews in the place, who can-
not be distinguished by their appearance or lan-
guage from the Nestorians; and so complete was
the deception, that my Nestorian attendants began
to chide some of them for working on Sunday,
supposing them to be of their own people ; until,
after considerable conversation, we were informed
that they were not Christians, but Jews. There
are little more than a hundred Nestorians in the
towh, as most of this people live in the surround-
ing villages. More than half of them have be-
come papists (Chaldeans), and there are'not now
more than two or three thousand Nestorians in
this district ; but they are more numerous in the
adjoining district of Berwer, bordering on the riv-
er Habor (Khaboor) on the north.

This river rises near Jlamerk, and flows with-
in about ten howrs’ walk of this place, while the

F
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waters of the Zab are visible from the ramparis
of the fortress about ten miles to the east. This
is very different from what is represented even
in our best maps, and I found other geographical
errors quite as great. I also discovered that the
greater Zab and Hakary rivers are one stream in-
stead of two, as put down on our maps.* Such er-
rors, though very remarkable, are not so surprising
as they otherwise would be, when we consider
that no foreigner had ever before explored the
country.into which I was now entering.

Monday was spent in attendance upon the sick,
in general intercourse with the people, and prepa-
rations for the continuance of my journey. I gave
medicine to forty or fifty of the soldiers, and re-
ceived the warmest thanks of the governor, who

* The following notice of this discovery is from the pen of Colo-
nel Sheil, her Britannic majesty’s chargé d'affaires at the court
of Persia, to whom I am indebted for the kindest aid in the pros-
ecution of my tour.

] have taken the liberty to send your letter to the secretary of
. the Geographical Society in England, which I trust will not be
disagreeable to you. It appeared to me desirable that you should
bring to the notice of that body that you had established two
facts which they felt an anxiety to ascertain : I mean, the identity
of the greater Z&b and Hakary rivers ; and whether the Bitlis-
Soo and Khaboor were different rivers. M‘Donald Kinneir as-
serts that the Bitlis-Soo is the same as the Khaboor, while Rich
states that the former falls into the Tigris not far from Sert, and
that the latter rises north of Amédieh. You have proved that Rich
was in the right.”

This discovery has since been published in the Literary Maga
zine in London, and in other English periodicals.
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made me his guest. He said it was God who had
sent me for their relief, when they had neither
physician, to prescribe nor medicine to alleviate
their sufferings.

*~ The Nestorian priest lamented the low state to
which their Church had been reduced, and said he
feared that the people, in their gross ignorance,
would fall a sacrifice to the wiles of the papists;
who, he had been told, were about to make more
vigorous efforts than ever to convert the whole of
his people to Romanism. He told a sad tale of
their past efforts and success, stating that his own
father was bastinadoed to compel him to become
a Roman Catholic !

The papists in Mesopotamia have assured me
that no effort will be spared to convert the whole
of the Nestorian Church to their faith; and this
report is confirmed by letters since received from
Bagdad, one of which says that three bishops
and priests, educated at the Propaganda, were
“about going to Mdsul to hold a convention to
devise measures to bring over all the Nestorians
to the Romish faith!?” There must be a final
struggle with “the man of sin,”” and it must be
boldly and promptly met. With God and truth
on our side, we have nothing to fear, if the Church
will come up to her duty. The Nestorians have
nobly stood their ground, and they are still upon
the watch-tower. As I approached their mount-~
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ain fastnesses, their first inquiry was to kmow
whether I was a “ Cafoleek ;”’ declaring that they
would not permit these ® wolves in shegp’s cloth
ing” to enter their country. Hitherto they have
prevented the emissaries of Rome from entering -
their mountains. But the latter are looking with
eagerness to this interesting field ; and, while they
are extending their labours in the East, no effort
will be spared to spread their influence among the
mountain tribes. Will Protestant Christians, to
whom the Nestorians are stretching out their hands
for help, suffer the golden harvest to fall into the

garner of the pope ?
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CHAPTER V.

Arrival at Diree.—Intercourse with the Nestorian Bishop.—View
;  from the Mountains.—Arrival among the Independent Tribes.—
¢t Remarkable Incident—Kind Reception. .

Oct. 15.—1 proceEDED at an early hour to-
wards the borders of the independent Nestorian °
country. Their nearest villages are about twelve
hours distant; but some of their men cultivate a
portion of the border district of Diree, where one
of their bishops resides, about six or seven hours
from Améidieh. . I engaged mules to this place,
but they could not be brought to the town, lest the
government officers should seize them for their
own use, without making any remuneration for their
services. I therefore descended from the fortress
on foot. The priest kindly sent his brother to in-
troduce me to the bishop at Diiree, and I found his
presence important.

My Koordish cavass from the chief at Akra was
still with me; but he was very reluctant to pro-
ceed, lest he should fall into the hands of some of
the independent Nestorians, who are represented
as a most formidable race of people. The most
extravagant stories are told of them, and it is said
that, when any of them come to Amédieh to trade,

' F2
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they are not allowed to remain in the town over
night, lest they should obtain possession of the for-
. tress. They are regarded as almost invincible, and
are represented as having the power of vanquish-
ing their enemies by some magical spell in their
looks. On one occasion they came and drove away
the flocks of the Koords from under the very walls
of Amédieh, in return for some aggression upon
themselves. And when the Ravendoos Koords,
after subduing all the surrounding region, threat-
ened their country, the Nestorians are said to have
seized &ix or seven of the Koords, cut off their
heads, and hung them up over a narrow bridge
which led to their district, as a warning to the
Koords who might attempt to invade them. That
such stories are told and believed by their Moslem
neighbours is sufficient evidence of the terror in-
spired by their name.

“To the borders of their country,” said the vig-
orous pasha of Mosul, “I will be responsible for
your safety; you may put gold upon your head,
and you will have nothing to fear; but I warn
you that I can protect you no farther. Those
mountain infidels (Christians) acknowledge nei-
ther pashas nor kings, but from time immemorial
every man has been his own king " To the bor-
ders of their country I therefore required the at-
tendance of the cavass as a protection against the
Koords, and we set out through a bold rocky de-
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file over the wild mountains on our north and
northeast.

As we approached the village of  Diree, after
a toilsome- ride of seven hours over the rough
mountain passes, we were haflet by several of the
Mountain Nestorians from the independent dis-
trict of Tiyary, who demanded who we were,
what we wanted, whither going, &c.; and the
demand was repeated by each successive party
we passed, till finally the cry seemed to issue from
the very rocks over our head, “ Who are you?
whence do you come ? what do you want?’ A
cry so often repeated in the deep Syriac gutturals
of their stentorian voices, was not a little startling :
and then their bold bearing, and a certain fierce-
ness of expression, and spirited action and intona-
tion of voice, with the scrutinizing inquiry whetb-
er we were Catholics or bad men whom they
might rob (as one inquired of our Nestorian guide)
bereft my poor cavass of the little courage that
had sustained him thus far; and he manifested so
much real alarm that I yielded to his earnest re-
quest, and dismissed him as soon as we reached
the house of the bishop, who assured me that his
presence was no longer desirable.

The people soon satisfied themselves of my
character and friendly intentions, and, finding that
I spoke their language, seemed to regard me as
one of their own people, and gathered around me
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in the most friendly manner, but without that fa-
miliar sycophancy so common among the Christian
subjects of Persian and Turkish dominion. The
next day they came from all directions for medical
aid. One man became quite alarmed at being
made so sick by an emetic; but, when it was over,
such was his relief that he wanted some more of
the same medicine ; and others, instead of asking
me to prescribe for them, often asked for « derman
d’mortha,” or medicine for bile.

The bishop, who is a most patriarchal person-
age, with a long white beard, was very cordial,
and took me into his venerable church, a very an-
cient structure, made by enlarging a natural cave
by means of heavy stone walls in front of the pre-
cipitous rock. It stood far up on the side of the
mountain, and within, it was dark as midnight.

The attentive old bishop took my hand and gui-
ded it to a plain stone cross which lay upon the
altar, supposing I would manifest- my veneration
or devotional feelings after their own custom by
pressing it to my lips. I must confess that there
is something affecting in this simple outward
expression as practised by the Nestorians, who
mingle with it none of the image worship, or the
other corrupt observances of the Roman Catholic
Church. May it not be that the abuse of such
symbols by the votaries of the Roman see has car-
ried us Protestants to the other extreme, when we
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utterly condemn the simple memento of the cross ?
The old bishop sleeps in his solitary church, so as

to be in readiness to attend his devotions bﬂre.

daylight in the morning ; and he was much grat-
ified by the present of a box of loco foco’s which
I gave him to ignite his lamp. A number of bee-
hives, the property of the Church, were kept here,
and the honey from them was regarded as peculiar-
ly valuable. It was certainly very fine. Red squir-
rels were skipping among the black walnut-trees ;
the first of the squirrel tribe I had seen in the East..

Iron mines, under the control of the Koordish
chief, are wrought by the Nestorians near this
place, and lead mines are numerous in the Nesto-
rian country beyond.

Diree is nominally subject to the Turkish gov-
ernment, and immediately responsible to the Koord-
ish chief of Berwer, a sub-chief of Amédieh.

A high range of mountains still separated me

from the proper country of the independent Nes-

torians. At Mdsul T was strongly advised not to
venture into their country until I should send, and
obtain an escort from the patriarch ; but, after ma-
ture consideration and free consultation with the
bishop, I resolved to proceed at once ; for by this
course I might gain the good-will of the Nesto~
rians from the confidence I evinced in them, and
also save eight or ten days’ delay ; a consideration
of some importance on the eve of winter among

*
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these lofty mountains. The bishop volunteered to
send an intelligent young Nestorian with me, and
® two others went to bring back the mules from
Lezén, which is the first village of the independ-
ent tribe of Tiyiry, the nearest and by far the
most powerful of the mountain tribes.

To enable me to secure a footing where, as I
was told, I could neither ride on my mule nor
walk with shoes, so precipitous was the mount-
ain, I exchanged my wide Turkish boots for the
bishop’s sandals. These were wrought with hair
cord in such a manner as to defend the sole of
the foot, and enable the wearer to secure a foot-
hold where he might, without such protection,
be hurled down the almost perpendicular mount-
ain sides.

Thus equipped in native style, I set off on the
18th, at an early hour in the morning ; and, after
a toilsome ascent of an hour and a half, I found
myself at the summit of the mountain, where a
scene indescribably grand was spread out before
me. The country of the independent Nestorians
opened before my enraptured vision like a wvast
amphitheatre of wild, precipitous mountains, bro-
ken with deep, dark-looking defiles and narrow
glens, into few of which the eye could penetrate
so far as to gain a distinct view of the cheerful,
smiling villages which have long been the secure
abodes of the main body of the Nestorian Church.
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Here was the home of a hundred thousand Chris-
tians, around whom the arm of Omnipotence had
reared the adamantine ramparts whose lofty, snow-
capped summits seemed to blend with the skies in
the distant horizon. ' Here, in their munition of
rocks, has God preserved, as if for some great
end in the economy of his grace, a chosen rem-
nant of his ancient Church, secure from the beast
and the false prophet, safe from the flames of per-
secution and the clangour of war. As I gazed
and wondered, I seemed as if standing on Pisgah’s
top, and I could with a full heart exclaim,
“ On the mountain’s top appearing,
Lo the sacred herald stands ;
‘Welcome news to Zion bearing,
Zion long in hostile lands!
Mourning captive!
. God himself shall loose thy bands.”

I retired to a sequestered pinnacle of rock,
where I could feast my vision with the sublime
spectacle, and pour out my heartfelt gratitude that
1 had been brought at length, through many per-
ils, to behold a country from which emanated the
brightest beams of hope for the long-benighted
empire of Mohammedan delusion, by whose mill-
ions of votaries I was surrounded on every side.
My thoughts went back to the days when their
missionaries were spread abroad throughout the
East, and for more than a thousand years contin-

ued to plant and sustain the standard of the cross
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through the remote and barbarous countries of
Central Asia, Tartary, Mongolia, and China; to
the time when, as tradition and history alike testi-
fy, the gospel standard was reared in these mount-
ains by apostles’ hands ; for it was not from Nes-
* torius, but from Thomas, Bartholemew, Thaddeus,
and others that this people first received the know}-
ledge of a Saviour, as will be seen in the sequel.
I looked at them in their present state, sunk
down into the ignorance of semi-barbarism, and
the light of vital piety almost extinguished upon
their altars, and my heart bled for their condition.
But hope pointed her radiant wand to brighter
scenes, when all these glens, and rocks, and vales
shall echo and re-echo to the glad praises of our
God ; and, like a morning star, these Nestorians
shall arise to usher in a glorious and resplendent
day. But, ere that bright period shall arrive, there
is a mighty work to be done—a conflict with the
powers of darkness before the shout of victory.
Let us arm this brave band for the contest.
Onward to the work! and onward I sped my
course down the steep declivity of the mountain,
now cautiously climbing over the rocks which ob-
structed our course, now resting my weary limbs
under the inviting shade of a wild pear-tree, and
anon, mounted on my hardy mule, winding along
our narpow zigzag pathway over the mountain
spurs, and down, far down to the banks of the
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rolling, noisy, dasiing Zib, Here lay one.of the
large, ‘populbus villages of the independent Nes-
torians, which extended amid fertile garbns for
mere than a mile in length.. .

‘What reception shall I meet fmm thae wild
sons -of .the  mountain, who have never. seen ithe
face. of a. foreigner before?. How will they- re-
gard the helpless strangerithrown'so entirely upon
their mercy.?. .One breath .of suspicion might
blast my. fondest -hopes.! But.Goll was: swiling
upon the work in which: 1 wes. éngaged; .prayer
had :been heard; and the way was prepared before
me- in a manger so wonderful that I.ecan. hasdly
forbear repeating the account,. though uheady
‘'made public.

.. The only person. Ihdeva' seenﬁnmthisre-
mote tribe was a young .Nestarian, who came. to
.me-about a:year before, entirely blind. . He said
he had never expected.to see the.light: of day, till
my name had reached his country, and-he. had -
been. told. that I could restore his sight. With
wonderful perseverance, he had gope from village
to village seekimg some one to lead:him by:the
hand; till, in the: course of: five or six weeks, he
had reached my residence at Ooroomiah, where ¥
removed the cataract from: his eyes,. and. he'/re-
turned to his. mountains. seeing. Searvely had I
entered the first village in his cogntry mhen this
young. man, hearing of my approach, came: with
‘ G
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a smiling countenance, bearing’in his hapd a pres-
ent of honey, in token of his gratitude for the res-
toration- of his sight, and affording me an intro-
duction to the confidence and affections of his peo-
le.

F I was invited to the residence of the chief man
of the village, whose house was built, after the
common style of the country, of stone laid in mud,
with flat terrace roof ; having a basement and sec-
ond story, with two or three apartments in each.
‘We were seated upon the floor in “ a large upper
room,” which serves as the guest-chamber and the
family room in summer, but is too open to be com-
fortable in winter. Food was placed before us in
a very large wooden bowl, placed upon the skin of
a wild goat or ibex, which was spread upon the
carpet with the hair side down, and served as a
table and cloth. Bread made of millet, baked in
the manner of the Virginia hoecake, but not so
palatable, was laid round the edge of our goat-
skin table, and a large wooden spoon provided
for each one of the party, eight or ten in number,
to help himself out of the common dish. The
people here less generally eat with their fingers
than“do those of Persia.

Whenever the goatskin was brought forward,
I noticed that it contained the fragments of bread
left at thg previpus meals, and was told, on inquiry,
that this singular custom was observed in obedi-
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ence to aur Saviour’s injunction, “ Gather. up the
fragments that nothing be lost,” and also that
they might retain the blessing which had been
pronounced by a priest upon former repasts; be-
cause the service, being in the ancient language,
is only intelligible to the clergy, and cannot be
properly performed.by the laity.

The women did not eat with the men, but, in-
stead of receiving what they.left, as is very com-
mon in the East, a separate portion was reserved
for the females, and, in all respects, they were
treated with more consideration, and regarded more
as companions than in most Asiatic countries.

Till evening they were constantly occupied in
their various employments, within or out of the
house, and in many respects remarkably exem-
plified Solomon’s description of a virtuous wom-
an, even in their method of spinning (Prov., xxxi.,
19), literally holding their distaffs in their hands,
while they give their long wooden spindles a
twirl with the other hand, and then lay hold of it
to wind up their thread; for they use no wheel
They clothe their household in scarlet or striped
cloth, made of wool and resembling Scotch tartan,
of a beautiful apd substantial texture.

The women appear to be neat, industrious, and
frugal, and they are remarkably chaste, without
the false affectation of modesty too often seen in
these countries, Two of the young married wom-



b EBROTORIAN CHRISTYANS,

out ‘in; the - house came forward in the evening, and,
in the presence of their husbands, joined s our
social visit. Each of them, at my request, gave
me a brass ring from her wrist to show to our
Amevican ladies, regarding whose customs they
made many inquiries. Like others of their people,
they were the most surprised that our ladies should
pegotiate their own matrimonial engegements,
and that their fathers should give them in imar
tiage without receiving a dowry in paytnent for
{Mdaughtas. Their dress is neat and becoming ;
they braid their hair; and wear but few ornaments.
Their fort is graceful, their expression agreeable,
and their complexion (except that it is semetirhes
affected by more exposure to the sun and the
mofthmdwelhngs)m fair as that of. most:
Buropeans. ‘
. Chrapes; figs, and pomegranates L foundmmong
thhrfnuﬁmthelﬂwerﬂhgubnthemv&;
where ricg is adeo cultivatéd, to the great detrinient
of kealth: ' Apples and dthed Northerit foaits are
found in the higher villages, - Wheab is little oul-
fivated for wamt of spdoe, but it i8 breught fresd
Amiidieli i exehange for ioney and butter. .

[
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CHAPTER VL

Nestorians.—Churches.—Worship.—Sabbath.—A Tale.—Preser
vation of the Scriptures.—Strife with the Koords.—Pastoral
Life.—Resources.—Character.—Females.

“The sound of the church-going bell, .
- These valleyp and rocks never heard.”

Oct. 20—SassaTE. A thin piece,of board was
struck rapidly with a mallet, to call the villagers
to church at the rising of the sun. Each person,
on entering the church, put off his shoes, and tes-
tified his reverence for the sanctuary of God by
kissing the doorposts or threshold, and passed on
to kiss the Gospels lying upon the altar, then the
cross, and finally the hand of his religious teacher.

The church, like all I saw in the mountains,
was a very solid stone edifiee, with arched roof,
and might stand for ages. Others that I saw had
stood for more than fourteen centuries, according
to their ancient records. For the narrow door
( which would not admit a man without much stoop-
~ ing) the usual explanation was given, “ Strait is the
gate,” &c., a truth of which they wished to be re-
minded when entering the sanctuary. The pray-
ers and the singing or chanting of the psalms were
all in the ancient Syriac language, and quite unin-
telligible to the¢ common people ; but one of the

G2
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priests read a portion of the Gospels, and gave the
translation into the vulgar Syriac spoken by the
Nestorians; and this constltuted the preaching.
Sometimes the réadmg is accompamed by some

explanations or legendary stones;of which they

, have many.

It was a sacramental occasion ; and the bread
and wine were' consecrated in the sanctuary or
“holy place” of the church, and then brought out
by a'pékest and: & dendon, while each-nidmber of
the church went' fotward im votation, and: paitook
of ' small  piece of the bread from: the. hand: of
the: priest; wito held a napkin to prevent any par-
ticles fromr fallig, as' lie put the morsel into the
wotth of the' coinnfunicant; and thenslie drank
of the wire, which-was held with gieaticare! by
the descom, so' that not a'drop: shouldi. be spilied:
But: there' was' nuse of that idolatrous adorhtion
of the hosty sb charatteristic of -.tie' mass of the
Rotnanists and of the other Oriental churches: On
the: contrary, there was almost a scriptural ‘ sime
plicity im-the observance of this solemn ordinance:

. The priest whio had:officiated in thie prayérs and

. imBtruetion of the congregration first partook of the

sacred elements, and' then invited me to partake.
Hitherto I had never partaken of-this ordinance
with the Nestorians ; but to have declined under
present circumstances would have done as much

- imfustice: to .miy .own' feehnp as to theirs. For

3
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nary months I had not béen privileged' with ‘osm-
injg-to the table of the: Lord ;' God biad in*greut
mercy ‘preserved: me thiough mawy perils,' and'
brought meamong a people who had received the'
gospel from thie: apostles and immediste diséiples’
of . aur Savidur, dnd ‘had preserved:. its!: ddttrines
with:a:great degree of purity; and'tHougl'tliere'
waks! painful evidence of id great want:of ispiritial’
life, J was -éicourdged 'to' hopé- that' some althost’
smothered sparks of vital plety were:still durning
upon ‘these-altars. . I could not but régard it'as a-
brakick of ithe ttue Church: of God; thowgh im«
thersed it thé darkmess of gross ignoranee, supers'
stition, and spiritual torpor, yet not of death.' But:
theré was still much in their chatacter’'and circums®
stances of deep and lively interest; my: heatt was
deawn out towards them' in warm: affection’} and
seldom have I commemotated the: dying' love“.of -
Chiist under circumstahces sore deeply: interest-
ing, than among these primitive C!insmns, in'the-
wild mountains of ancient Assyria:

:There was-great stillness and :propriety of de<'
portment!in the! congrégation, and all retired with-
ot noise or confusion. In' passing out, each per-
san received at the:deor a very thin Jeaf of bread,
rolled. together, and enclosing a-morsél of meat.
This was the “ lové feast’” of the' early Olmmans
of: the first and second centuries.*

. -Hodwun‘am Hist., vol. i, p. 5¢. - - -
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Several of the people then west to the house .of
the church steward, and partook of a more sub-
stantial but plain repast, retiring soon after to
their houses or calling upon their more immediate
friends. The day was observed with far more pro-
priety than I have seen amotg other Christians of
the East. There was a general stillness through-
out the village, such as I have noticed in few pla-
ces in more highly-favoured lands. There was no
noisy merriment, no attention to secular business;
and the social intercourse of the people was nothing
more than what was practised in the ancient He-
brew Church. Formerly they are said to have re-,
garded the Christian Sabbath with so much sa-
credness, as to put to death persons for travelhng
on that holy day

In the evening many of the people again as-
sembled for worship at the church, and morning
and evening prayers are offered there through the
whole week. But, unlike what I have seen any-
where else in the East, many of.the people say
their prayers in their own dwellings, instead of
going to the church during the week ; and a small
wooden cross may be seen hanging from a post
for them to kiss before prayers; a practice which
they regard as a simple expression of love to
Christ, and faith in his death and atonement. The

" cross, however, is not considered in any sense as
" an object of religious worship.
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- O¢t. 21.—=At dawn of ‘day the people camé 'iis
great numbers for niedical aid, and I soon beotmé
so thronged' by them that I was obliged % stop
my prescriptions till they should retireé' to a dis-
tance, allowing no more than three or four to
come forward at oncé. . Many of the applicants
came from other villages. There were many sofs
ferig from bilioas affeetions; intemtétent fever)
efc., the consequence of the rice-flelds and -exttesr-
give itvigdtion of the gardens in' the villdge, topeth- .
. er'with the great heat of summer, which must be-
otk oppressive fiom: the conicentratior of the stin's
rays in these narrow vales. The mountains ris¢
8o abrupitly that most of the seil'is’ prepured: for
Sulivation by fotwing drtificial terraces. These
are suppotted by a storie' wall-on the lower side)
whilé one' terrdce rises above another; and the
howes’ are dispersed among the gardens.

. At a short distance from Legn; @ precipice is
pmmed out, where the pedple say their forefathers;
before the Christian éra; were in' the practice: of
cartying up their aged and helpless parents, and
throwing theni down'the thountain to relieve thems
gelvesof the btrden of their support. At length
the following incident put an end to the howrid
phictice: A young man, who was:carrying his
aged father up the’ precipitous motmtain, became
exhaisted, and put down his burden to rést ; when
the'old man began to weep, and'said to his: sony
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« It is not for myself, but for you that I weep. 1
well remember the time when I carried my father
up this same mountain; but I little thought then
that my turn would come so soon. I weep, my
son, to think that you too may soon be dashed
down that dreadful precipice, as you are about to
throw me.”” This speech melted the son’s heart:
he carried back his venerable father, and maintain-
ed him at his own home. The story was told to
_others; it led to reflection, and from that time the
practice ceased. This may serve as a specimen
of the fables of the country, if it be no more than
a fable. )

It was about ten o’clock before I could prescribe
for the numerous applicants for medical aid, though
1 had most of my medicines folded in separate por-
tions, so that I could deal them out with great fa-
cility. I then proceeded up a creek which here
empties into the Zab, and before night arrived at
the village of Asheetha (or avalanche); so called
from the circumstance that avalanches are remark-
ably frequent here. The remains of some of them
were still to be seen in the ravines just above the
village, from which it is said they never disappear.

We travelled for four or five miles through an
almost continuous village, from. which the people
often came out to salute us or ask for medicine.
At one village of about one hundred houses, on the
side of the mountain, there were said to be no less
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than forty men who could read, which was regard-
ed as a remarkably large proportion for a popula-
tion of a thousand or more souls! Probably but a
small part of them can read intelligibly the ancient
Syriac, their only written language.

At Asheetha I became the guest of priest Aura-
ham (Abraham), who is réputed the most learned
Nestorian now living. He has spent twenty years
of his life in writing and reading books, and has
thus ‘done much to supply the waste of, if not to
replenish, the Nestorian literature. But even he
had not an entire Bible; and though the Nesto-
rians have preserved the Scriptures in manuscript
with great care and purity, so scarce are the cop-
ies, that I have not found but a single Nestorian,
and that one the patriarch, their spiritual head,
who possessed an entire Bible ; and even that was
in half a dozen different volumes. Thus divided,
one man has the'Gospels, another the Epistles,
the Psalms, the Pentateuch, or the Prophets. Por- -
tions of the Scriptures are also contained in their
church liturgy or ritual. The book of Revela-
tion, and two or three of the shorter epistles, they
did not possess till furnished with them by our
mission; and these portions of the Bible appear
not to have reached them when their canon was -
made up. But they readily received them upon
the testimony of other Christian nations, and the
internal evidence of their authenticity. -



84 NBSTORIAN CHRISTIANS.

The Nestorians attach the greatest vajuq,to, the
Scriptures, and are desirous to have them. multi-
plied among their people, in & language which
all understand; and when I tald priest Aura-
ham of the power of the press to multiply books,
his keen, expressive gye was lighted up with a
new brilliancy, and he manifested a strong desire
to see it in operation here.

Seeing me taking the catalogue of his. small h-

" brary, he begged me to write down his, applica-
tion for the Scriptures he had. requested ; .and. oth-
ers, following his example, said, “ Write down my
name :” “Write my name, that I may. bave. the
Gospels too ;” referring to the fonr Gospels in the
ancient Syriac, which is the only portion, of the
Bible printed in the Nestorian character.

- This priest. may yet prove an efficient aid.in owr
fature efforts for the improvement, of his people.
His twenty. years’ toil, in copying the few works
of the Nestorian literature, axe beyond, all com-
mendation, when we think how. small was. his, en-
couragement, and that he stood almost alone,in, the
work. No wonder that he was deeply animated,
or, I might. rather say, almost electrified. at the
prospect of seeing a power in operation, which
could do his twenty years’ work: in a less number
of days, and at a far.less expense than what he
bad paid for his paper and parchment, His style
of writing with the reed. wag .truly beautiful, and
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the glossy lustre such as can scarcely be equalled
by type. - He was very desirous to see schools es-
tablished for the education of his people; and said
that great numbers would attend, if we would
open a school in the village.

. The people here say they e¢an bring a thousand
armed men into the field ; and, estimating them as
one to five of the whole population, this would
give five thousand souls to this single village, the
largest in the mountains. About half of the peo~
ple spend the summer with their flocks upon the
mountains, living under tabernacles of reeds and
bushes, or in tents ; while the remainder cultivate
their gardens and follow other employments at
home. In these villages, where the whole popu-
lation remains through the winter, the people
dwell in entire security; but they are sometimes
brought into collision with their Koordish neigh~
bours while pasturing their flocks in their itmme-
diate neighbourhood. Such was recently the case
with the Nestorians of this village.

‘While they were pasturing their flocks on ome
bank of the Habor, a powerful tribe of Koords
from the other side surprised .them in the night,
and drove away about 5000 of their sheep. The
Nestorians then took possession of a pass, that led
to the winter-quarters of the Koords. The latter,
finding themselves shut in where they could not.
long find subsistence, sent to the head chief of the

H :
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Hakary tribes of Koords to ask his interference ;
and this chief sent a liberal present to the patriarch,
hoping in this way to induce the Nestorians to
relinquish their advantage. To prevent open hos-
tilities and keep on good terms with the Haka-
1y chief, the patriarel acceded to the proposition,
but intimated to his people here that they might
obtain redress at another time. Consequently, the
Nestorians suffered the Koords to return to their
winter-quarters, taking their booty with them, and
the Nestorians came back to their village. Thus
stood the case when I visited them ; but, while I
was at the patriarch’s, I learned that the Nestori-
ans made an incursion into the villages of these
Koords, and drove away about 4000 sheep, with
mules and other property, enough to make up their
loss with interest; and thus the matter ended;
while the Koords were taught a lesson which will
add to their tales of the invincible prowess of the
Mountain Nestorians.

Oct. 22.—Travelled about eight hours to Chum-
ba, on the river Zib ; course east-northeast over the
mountains. The first range was passed without
dismounting from our mules; but the second was
very steep and lofty, and occasioned me a long
and toilsome walk. Upon the summit, we passed
some of the summer pasture-grounds of the Nesto-
rians; where those who attend the flocks live in a
pure, invigorating atmosphere, and drink. from the




PASTORAL LIFE. 87

crystal streams perpetually cooled by the ‘melting
snows, of which large banks, the remains of avae
lanches, still occupied the deep ravines; while the
surrounding heights were glistening in their fresh
winter apparel. The inhabitants of each village
have their separate pastures, and live in harmony
with each other, seeming to regard their sojourn
upon the mountain heights as the pleasantest por-
tion of their life. But few of the people spend the
summer in the lowest villages along the Zib, on
_account of the heat, insects, and fevers. Those
who remain sleep on high scaffolds, to avoid the
moschetoes and sandflies.

But, with all the romance of their pastoral
scenes and primitive patriarchal habits, it may re-
quire no ordinary share of self-denying devoted-
ness to the cause of Christ, and of love to this dear
neglected flock, to enable the missionary to ex-
change the convenience of civilized life for a can-
opy of bushes or canvass, a seat upon the earth,
and the thousand nameless privations of a nomadic
life. Experience alone can determine how far
such a mode of life will be required of the mission-
aries in these mountainous regions; but, while the
permanent stations will be in the larger villages
of the valleys, both health and usefulness will no
doubt require their occasienal removal with the

Nestorians to their Zozan or pastures upon the g

mountain heights, and beside the still waters in

by
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the higher valleys. It is such a life as the sweet
pealmist of Israel often led; and why may it not
pow conduce, as then, to holy contemplation and
conyerse with nature’s God ; and a spirit of‘fervid,
exalted piety breathe through the bosoms of these
dwellers upon the mountains ? )

At the foot of the first range I passed a furnace,
where the Nestorians were making lead from the
ore, which they find in great abundance in their
mines in different parts of the mountains. .They
also make their own powder, and never depend
upon foreign resources for their ammunition. Sul-

phur is found in the mountains near Jilamerk, and
the people make their own nitre ; and generally
each man makes his own powder and balls, and
also his hats and shoes. Their wants are few,
compared with those of a more artificial state of
society; and these they supply by industry, perse-
verance and frugality, with very little resort to for-
eign sources. On the whole, they are the most
independent people I ever saw, in every respect.

My feet and limbs almost failed me before I
reacked the foot of the main range. We con-
tinued our journey on foot along a narrow foot-
path, cut out of the perpendicular face of the over-
hanging rock ; leaving my mule to follow on as
fast a8 he could climb over the fragments, which
it appeared impossible for him to pass. He finally
got into the mountain torrent and wet my luggage
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(but fortunately without injury to my medicines,
the most valuable part of my effects), while we
passed over upon a long, bare pole, that answered
the purpose of a bridge.

The ‘whole scene was one of tlie most wild and
romantic that imagination could picture; and soon
it became clothed in awful sublimity by the light-
ning’s vivid flash and the roaring thunder, whose
almost deafening peals reverberated through the
rocks and glens in fearful echoes.

We hastened on, and reached our’ destined vil-
lage, in a beautiful ravine on the banks of the river
Zib, as the shades of evening began to gather
around us. Scarcely had I got comfortably lodged -
in the spacious guest-chamber of the hospitable
malek, when the clouds began to pour down tor-
rents of rain, which. continued through the night,
and a part of the next day and night.

My host, as his title signifies, is the prince of a
tribe, or a division of the large tribe of the Tiyary
Nestorians; and by virtue of his gffice has an
important influence among his people, though his
officé is rather advisory or paternal, than judicial
or mandatory. The supreme civil, as well as ec-
clesiastical authority over the independent tribes,
is vested in the patriarch; who holds nearly the
same relation to his people in these respects that
the high-priest did among the ancient Hebrews,
and their government bears a striking analogy to

H2
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that primitive theocracy. The assembly of elders
still convenes, but without much formality ; and
the avenger of blood still executes justice in capi-
tal offences, while the offender may find all the
advantages of the ancient cities of refuge in their
venerable churches. Excision, not only from the
privileges of the church, but even from society, is
a common form of ‘severe punishment inflicted by
the patriarch; and his ban is greatly dreaded by
the people. A man of high influence, living near
the river on the more direct road from' Lezin, is
now resting under such a malediction; in conse-
quence of which the people hold very little inter-
" eourse with him ; for this reason I was desired to
take the more circuitous route by way of Asheetha.

I observed that property was left much more ex-
posed than is common in the East ; a circumstance
which evinces the truth of the report that the peo-
ple eonfide in each other’s general integrity, while
they have no fear of thieves from other quarters.
As I noticed ghe fact that the houses were built at
a distance of some rods from each other, while
most Eastern villages are very compact, the same
explanation was given : we have no thieves here.
This, however, can only be comparatively true;
though there is a high sense of honour, which forms
a better safeguard, in many cases, than all the san-~
guinary ‘punishments of the Turks and Persians.
For instance, when any one finds a lost article, he
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gives notice of the fact, retaining the article until
the owner comes for it, however long the interval.

Cases are related of very unhappy results from
the high sense of honour entertained by this peo-
ple, one of which occurred in the family of my
hiost some years since, and occasioned the death
of two promising lads. One of these boys went
out to cut down a valuable tree, in the absence of
the parents of both, who were brothers. His cous-
in forbade him, saying the tree belonged to his
own father. But the first boy persevered, while
the other went and brought out his gun, and delib-
erately shot his cousin dead upon the spot. An
indelible stain would now rest upon the fam-
ily of the murdered boy, unless vengeance wes
satisfied according to immemorial usage ; and the
bereaved father, who was the legal aveiger of
blood, could accept of nothing but the blood of
his brother’s child, and they were both buried in
one grave before the setting of another sun !

Another instance is said to have:pccurred at a
social party, where, with less of formality than is
used by sonte of our “men of honour;” agerson,
in exchange for some supposed insult, plunged his
large: dagger, such as every one wears at his side,
into the breast of another ; upon which the brother
of the slain, the legal “ avenger of blopd,” closed
the tragical scene by laying the murderer dead at
his feet. But such cases must be of very uncom-
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mon occurrence, and they are related as such by
the people. The summary manner of the punish-
ment no doubt deters from crime, since the criminal
has little chance of escaping justice.

I found my host a very intelligent man for a
person in his circumstances ; but it is quite evident
that a people so much shut out from the world can
have but a very imperfect and confused motion
of what is going on in other countries. He had
heard of steamboats and balloons, and wished to
know if it were true that the English had ships
which could sail under water, or which they could
render invisible to their enemies, as he had heard.
I'was much pleased with his desire for informa-
tion ; and hope we may soon be able to respond to
the call which continues to be made for books and
schools, for the Bible, and the ability to read it
They want food for the mind.

The priest of the village often visited us, and
expressed a lively interest in our plans and efforts -
for the impragement of hig people. He was try-
ing to live a very holy life, and had therefore ta-
ken a vow corresponding to that of the Nazarites
among the Jews. He ate no meat or animal food
of any kind, not even vegetable oils or milk ; so
that he might feed his soul by starving the body
Such instances are, however, very uncommon ; but
as celibacy is a part of the vow, it seems to have
superseded the few convents which once existed
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among this people. Vows of celibacy among the
females are known to exist, but the cases are very
rare ; and nunneries are quite unknown.

Oct. 23.—1 found myself pleasantly employed in
prescribing for the sick, and in general social and
religious intercourse with the people. The situa-
tion of the village is romantic and agreeable ; but
it is not of the largest class, though there were
others not far distant ; so that we were not wanting
for society. We still sat and slept on the floor,
or rather upon the coarse felt carpets laid on the
earthen floor, and ate our plain fare from one large
wooden bowl, with wooden spoons and with our
fingers. ‘

The wonien were sogjal, and treated us with all
kindness. The former wife of my host was a sister
of the patriarch,and a rare example of female ed-
ucation ; the only one of her day, I believe, among
the Nestorians. She is said to have been a supe-
rior woman, and to have exerted a very salutary
influence among her'people. Itis encouraging to
see such respect paid to the educated of this too
long degraded sex among the Nestorians.” A
younger sister of the patriarch has followed the
example, and she is the only female among the
mountain Nestorians who can read her Bible;
while among those of the plain not one could read
previously to the commencement of our system of
instruction. Let them become as intelligent and

-
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pious, as they are frugal, active, and virtuous, and
they will soon rise to influence, and be a blessing
and an ornament to their sex in these benighted
lands.

Nature has been bountiful to them, and their
minds gre susceptible of the highest culture.
They would not suffer in comparison with any oth-
er people. Their children are bright and active ;
but they are suffered to grow up without control.
Their affection for their relatives is strong, and they
have a warm attachment to the family circle. But
the example of a well-regulated Christian house-
hold is greatly needed ; and the female missionary
would here find a field of the greatest promise.
She might exert an influence such as no one else
could acquire; and, however self-denying her sta-
tion, might enjoy, in the fruits of her toil, a more
exalted happiness than all earthly pleasures could
impart. :
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CHAPTER VIL

Mountain Bridges.—Defiles.—Medical Practice.—Roads.—Arri-
val at the Patriarch's.—Kind Reception.—Character of the
Patriarch.—Social Intercourse.—Ruined Castle.—~Female Fi-
delity.—Church Government.—Patriarch’s Family.

Oct. 24.—Aszout ten o’clock I left the hospita-
ble dwelling of Malek: Isma’il (Ishmael), who
kindly sent a trusty servant to help me across the
river. The bridge had been swept away, and a
couple of long bare poles supplied its place; but,
said my host, “ Do not be afraid; get upon the
back of my servant, and he will carry you safe
over!” I preferred to trust my own feet, and
succeeded in passing this and two similar bridges
in safety, though they vibrated most fearfully. The
mules could not pass, and much of the road I had
now to traverse along the precipitous banks of
the river was too difficult for them to travel. Con-
sequently, I had no alternative but to walk, or
take another road which led over the mountains to
Jilamerk, and, among the independent Koords, to
whom I was unwilling to expose myself at pres-
ent. Two of the hardy mountaineers accompanied
e to carry my effects and medicines; and the
young deacon who travelled with me from Diree
was still of my party. We were six in all ; and
a cheerful, happy party as ever traversed such
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wild goat-paths as led us along the base of these
rocky heights. Slight showers of rain fell at in-
tervals, so that my hair sandals soon became soak-
ed with water, and I travelled all day with my
feet wet and chilled, but with a buoyant heart.

On either side the prospect was bounded by
wild, rocky mountains, whose summits were fringed
with the lowering clouds, above which the loftier
snow-clad pinnacles raised their hoary heads, and
sparkled in the rays of an Oriental sun. Here and
there their sides were studded with clusters of
trees, which aspire to the name of forests in these
Eastern lands, where often, for days together, the
traveller’s eye is not greeted by a singletree. Be-
low me the swollen river roared and dashed along
over its rocky bed, which is often confined between
the opposing faces of almost perpendicular rocks,
that rise like gigantic battlements, and invite the
passing stranger to stop and gazeupon the bold
and varying scene.

Wherever the mountains recede from the river
50 as to admit of cultivation, smiling villages are
seen imbosomed in verdant gardens and vine-
yards. But portions of the way the mountains
are so steep as to shade the traveller from the
noonday sun; and be almost involuntarily lays
hold of the rocks to preserve his position while
threading the more difficult passes along the mount-
ain sides. The night of the twenty-fourth I spent
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with the Nestorians of Bemeriga, where I obtained
a pair of the hair sandals of the country in ex-
change for medicine, after the people had refused
to sell them for money. Though my medical
practlce is entirely gratuitous, my expenses in’'trav-
ellmg are often diminished by my professional
services ; and it was gratifying to find these mount-
aineers fm'zing them above their money.

The money most current here is a Turkish coin
of ten or twelve cents’ value, struck at- Bagdad.
Persian coin is rarely seen here, though current as
far as Jilamerk. This seems to denote that the
trade has formerly been almost exclusively with
Turkey.

On the evening of the twenty-ﬁfth I arrived at
Kerme, almost exhausted with a walk of ten long
hours, and was soon recognised and welcomed as
an old acquaintance by one of the Nestorians of
the place.

I was not a little surprised when he mentioned
‘that he had seen me at Ooroomiah, andereceived
medicine and other relief at my hand when sick
and destitute. It seems that he had come to me,
more than two years before, with a disease from
which I had very little hope of his recovery. Hav-
ing learned that he had travelled a great distance,
I sympathized with him i his misfortunes, gave
him the best medicines and directions I could offer,
and a small sum of money, with which he bought

I
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some cheap and necessary clothing, and returned
to his home in the mountains. From that time I
had scarcely thought of my poor patient among
the thousands who had come for relief. But the
promise of God is sure : “ Cast thy bread upon the
waters, and thou shalt find it after many days;”
yes, and with an abundant increase. Not bread
merely did I find, but everything to make me hap-
py and comfortable in my long and weary wan-
derings !

Our entertainment was altogether exceedingly
agreeable; but what gave to it the richest zest was
my sense of the more than paternal kindness of
God, in continually strewing my path with such
rich and abounding mercies.

¢ What shall I render to my God,
For all his kindness shown 1"

Oct. 26.—Started for the patriarch’s residence at
eight in the morning. Descended to the river and
forded it on a horse, the first I had seen since en-
tering the Nestorian country in the mountains.
The water was waist deep, and fifty or sixty yards
across. We now found a better road than I had
seen for a long time before ; the rock having beeh
cut away, and regular steps chiselled out in the
more precipitous and difficult places, leaving, at
intervals, the excavated rock hanging over our
beads. 1t was the regular caravan road from Sal-
mas in Persia to Jilamerk. In some places where
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the path was supported from below by a wall of
bad masonry, there was some danger that it might
be knocked down in the passage of loaded cara-
vans. But, upon the whole, the road was so far
superior to what I had travelled for the past week,
that I wondered how the governor of Salmas
should have given it such a character as he did, in
conversation with my friend Dr. Riach and myself.
In his Oriental hyperbole, he told us that this part
of the road to Jiilamerk was so frightful to travel,
that a fat, spirited horse would, in a single day,
suffer so much from terror, that before night he
would become as thin as a knife blade! Caution
is necessary to avoid meeting with horses in narrow
parts of the road; and fatal accidents are said to
have happened through neglect in this particular.

The patriarch, having heard of my approach,
sent a horse, with some of his own men, to escort
me to his dwelling, which stands far up on the
mountain side.. Our course continued about N.E.,
till we came in sight of his residence, when we
recrossed the river on our right, at the mouth of a
considerable creek which waters the district of Diss.
A Koordish castle, the summer residence of Sulei-
man Bey, the second chief of the Hakary tribes,
stands upon an eminence commanding this bridge,’
from which the mansion of the patriarch is dis~
tinctly visible, distant a little more than half a
mile. A party of Koords who met us scrutinized
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me very closely, but offered no molestation. ¥rom
a distance, I could see the patriarch looking out of
his chamber window with a small spyglass, to get
a view of his strange visiter from the New World.
According to their system of geography, the earth
is a vast plain surrounded by the ocean, in which
leviathan plays around to keep the water in mo-
tion, and prevent its becoming stagnant and putrid ;
and this leviathan is of such enormous length, that
his head follows his tail in the circuit round the
earth! ThatIhad crossed the ocean where I must
have encountered the monster was a thing almost
incredible.

At half past twelve I found myself in the pres-
ence of the Patriarch of the East, the spiritual head
of the Nestorian Church, who gave me a cordial
welcome, but without that flow of heartless com-
pliment and extravagant expression of pleasure
which ‘is so common in the mouth of a Persian.
He said that he had been looking for a visit from
some of our mission for a very long t:me, till he
had begun to think we should never arrive ; but,
now that I had taken such a long and dlﬁicult
journey to see him, he could not doubt that we
would have given him the pleasure of an intetview
at an earlier day, but for an apprehension of the
dangers to which I had alluded as the reason of
our long delay. “And now,” he added, “you
are doubly welcome ; my heart is rejoiced that I see
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your face; and you will make my house your own,
and regard me as your elder brother. Itis a hap-
py day for us both. May your journey be blessed.”

The patriarch is thirty-eight years of -age,
above the middle stature, well proportioned, with a
pleasant, expressive, and rather intelligent counte-
nance ; while his large flowing robes, his Koordish
turban, and his long gray beard give him a patri-
archal and venerable aspect, which is heightened by
a uniformly dignified demeanour. Were it not for
the youthful fire in his eye, and his vigour and ac-
tivity, I should have thought him nearer fifty than
thirty-eight. But his friends assured me that the
hoariness of his beard and locks was that of care
and not of age. - Hissituation is certainly a difficult

and responsible one, since he is, in an important -

sense, the temporal as well as the spiritual head
of his people. "To preserve harmony, and settle
differences between the various tribes of his spir-
ited mountaineers, and with the Koords by whom
they are swrrounded, is a labour that would tax the
wisdom and patience of the greatest statesman
and I could hardly wonder that the hoar-frost of care
was prematurely settling upon his locks. It was
quite evident that the patriarch’s anxiety extended
not less to the temporal than to the spiritual wants
of his flock; as his first inquiries related particu-
larly to their political prospects, the movements
in Turkey, the designs of the European powers
12
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with regard to these countries; and why they did
not come and break the arm of Mohammedan
power, by which many of his people had been so
long oppressed, and for fear of which the main
body of them were shut up in their mountain fast-
nesses.

He is pacific in his disposition, and he carries
his rifle in the anticipation of an encounter with
the brown bear, the wolf, hyena, or wild boar of
their mountains, rather than with the expectation of
fighting their enemies the Koords. But, while the
latter never enter the central parts of their coun-
try, they are sometimes brought into collision with
them on their borders, as already noticed. Such
had recently been the case in Tehoma and Jelu;
* and, during my visit at the patriarch’s, he was call-
ed upon to decide what should be done with two
Koords who had been taken by his people from a
tribe that had some time before put two Nestorians
to death. Blood for blood is still the law; and
custom requires fthat a tribe be held accountable
for the conduct of each of its members. Hence it
mattered not whether the individuals they had
taken were guilty of the murder; it was enough
that they belonged to the same tribe, and by right
they should die. The patriarch, however, was in-
clined to mercy, while his people, at the same time,
must receive justice. After due deliberation and
investigation of the case, the patriarch at length
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decided that, inasmuch as his people had brought
the captive Koords into their own houses, they had,
in a sense, become their guests, and, consequently,
their lives must be spared. But they might accept
a ransom from the Koords; amd thus the matter
was finally settled.

During five weeks which I spent at the pa-
triarchal mansion, I had an opportunity to see
Nestorians of the greatest intelligence and influ-
ence from all parts of their mountain abodes, and
to elicit from them such information as I had not
an opportunity to collect in any other way. I en-
deavoured by every possible means to collect sat-
isfactory statistical and other information, to which
I shall have occasion to recur in other parts of this
work. I also visited some of the villages and
places of chief interest in the vicinity.

Calleh-d’-Seringa, an ancient castle, now n riins,
which I saw from a distance, is said to have been
one of the outposts or strongholds of the Nestori-
ans in their early contests with their Mohammedan
foes. It was perched upon the summit of an in-
sulated cone of rock, which rises to the height of
several hundred feet, and is so very precipitous
that it could only be ascended by means of iron
pins driven into the rock. As it was said that
these pins had mostly given place to wooden
ones, I did not feel disposed to risk my neck by
making the ascent. It stands in an opening near

-
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the foot of Mount Derrik, which separates Dis
from Jelu. This mountain is regarded as the high-
est land in these parts; and when I arrived at the
patriarch’s on the 26th of October, it was covered
with such a mass of snow that mules could not
cross it.

While snow remains in large quantities at all
seasons in the ravines of the highest mountains, the
summits of none in' this vicinity are entirely cover-
ed through the whole year.

Among the multitude -of invalids who were
brought to me while I remained with the patri-
arch was a man from the neighbouring tribe of
Jelu. While passing the mountains, his strength
failed him, and he was likely to remain and perish
in the snow. In this dilemma, his faithful wife
took him upon her shoulders and carried him safe-
ly over the mountain summit! The women of
that district are more accustomed than most others
to perform the arduous labour of men, and they
thus acquire their strength. So rocky and barren
is their country, that many of the men are accus-
tomed to spend a part of each year in making
baskets or in other mechanical employments in
the neighbouring Turkish provinces. Many from
the adjacent tribe of Bass also spend their win-
ters in a similar manner, returning to their homes
in the spring. But the inhabitants of Tiyhry
and the other independent tribes seldom leave
their own mountain fastnesses. :
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Those Nestorians who live under the govem-
ment of the Koords occasionally seek relief from
rapine and oppression, and their consequent pov-
erty, among their brethren of the plain. The
heads of some of the Nestorian tribes collect a
small sum as a present for the independent Haka-
ry chief; but they profess to regard it only as a
present, and they regulate their own civil affairs.

Their form of church government is essentially
episcopal ; but, with a single exception in the Jelu
tribe, there is not a bishop among the independent
Nestorians, where their religious forms have been
preserved the most exempt from any foreign influ-
ence. It was a singular fact, to which my attention
was first called by the testimony of Dr. Buchanan,
that there is not a word in the Syriac language
expressive of the office of bishop. The Nestori-
ans, in common with the other Syrians, have bor-
rowed the Greek term episcopos. This is the more
remarkable, considering the fact that the Syriac
language was extensively used in Palestine in the
days of our Saviour, and was spoken by our Lord
himself; and considering also the very early date
of the Syriac version of the Scriptures, as early
as the beginning of the second century. In ev-
ery case where the term bishop occurs in our ver-
sion, in theirs it is rendered presbyter or priest. 1
make these statements with the single remark that,
while this form of church government may be the



106 NESTORIAN CHRISTIANS.

best for the Nestorians in their circumstances, there
is enough in the facts I have mentioned to caution
us about too hasty an inference concerning the
apostolic origin of episcopacy, on the ground that
it exists in a church which was founded by the
Apostles.

Of the patsiarch’s official functions and many
other particulars, I shall have occasion to speak in
another place. His income is moderate, and he
lives in a plain, patriarchal style. Two brothers,
and a younger sister about twenty-two years of
age, with five or six servants, male and female,
comprise his housebold. As the patriarchs never
marry, his domestic affairs were managed by his
favourite sister, who supplied our table in the best
and neatest style.
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CHAPTER VIIL

Departure from the Patriarch’s.—Journey through the Mountains,
—Visit to a Koordish Chief.—Scenes in the Castle.—Arrival at
Ooroomiah.—Patriarch’s Letter—Retarn to the Mountains.— .

Visit to Jilamerk. R

InsTEAD Of retracing my long and weary route,
I resolved, after much deliberation, to prooeed
through the country of the Hakary Koords, by
way of Salmas, to Ooroomiah. This would re-
quire me to visit the Koordish chief who had put
to death the unfortunate Shultz. If I could se-
cure his confidence and favour, it would be an im-
portant acquisition in connexion with our mission-
ary prospects among the mountain Nestorians, and
perhaps open a safe channel of communication be-
tween them and the station at Ooroomiah. In
anticipation of such a visit, I had provided myself
with letters from the Turkish and Persian author-
ities. The patriarch also kindly offered to send
one of his brothers to introduce me in person.
Learning that Shultz had fallen a victim to, the
jealousy and cupidity of the Koords, I took special
care not to awaken these dominant passions of a
semi-barbarous people.

My scanty scrip contained little more than med-
icines, and these I hoped, in any event, to be able
to retain. To provide for the contingency of lo-
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sing my purse, I had secured some small gold coin
in the centre of a roll of blister salve, I had no
other articles which I was unwilling to expose. [
visited none of their mines on my route; and,
though passing through a most interesting geolo-
gical region, I procured scarcely a single specimen,
" dest the ignorant Koords should suppose I had
come to spy out their land with ulterior designs,
as was intimated in the case of Shultz. I was
also careful to avoid his habit of noting observa-
tions in public, and I took the bearings of my com- *
pass unobserved.

With such precautionary measures as these,l
‘made my arrangements to. proceed on my way.
The parting scene was truly Oriental. The patri-
arch presented me with a pair of scarlet shalwers,
the wide trousers of the country, trimmed with silk,
and one of the ancient manuscripts of his library.
It was the New Testament, written on parchment
seven hundred and forty years ago, in the old Es-
trangelo character. His favourite sister Helena
farnished us with a store of provisions sufficient
for a week, and sent me a pair of warm mittens,
made by her own hands from the soft goat’s-hair
of the country.

Finally, a thousand blessings were invoked upon
my head, and ardent wishes were expressed that I
might return with associates, and commence among
these mountains a similar work to that in which
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‘we were engaged upon the plain. Our last repast
was finished, the parting embrace was given, and
I set off towards the residence of Nooroolah Bey,
the famous chief of the independent Hakary
Koords. He had removed from bis castle at Jii-
lamerk, the capital, and was now living at the
castle of Bash-Kalleh, nearly two days’ journey
from the residence of the patriarch.

A report that robbers were on the road occa-
sioned some alarm as 1 pursued my way along the
banks of the Zib. But no robbers made-their ap-
pearance ; and I passed on without molestation to
the strongly-fortified castle of the chief, which was
distinctly visible, long before we reached it, from
the mountain spur on which it rests.

Most unexpectedly I found the chief upon a
sickbed. He had taken a violent cold about three
days before my arrival, which had brought on in-
flammation and fever. I gave him medicine, and
bled him, and then retired to my lodgings in the
town, at the foot of .the mountain on which the
castle was built.

In the evening the chief sent down word that
- he was very sick, and he desired that I should do
something to relieve him immediately. I sent him
word by his messenger that he must have patience,
and wait the effects of the medicines I had given
him. About midnight the messenger came againg
saying that the chief was still very ill, and wished °

K
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to see me. I obeyed the call promptly, following
the long winding pathway that led up te the cas-
tle. The sentinels upon the ramparts were sound-
ing the watch-cry in the rough tones of their native
Koordish. We entered the outer court through
wide, iron-cased folding doors. A second iron
door opened into a long dark alley, which con-
ducted to the room where the chief was lying. 1
was evident that he was becoming impatient ; and,
as I looked upon the swords, pistols, guns, spears,
and daggers—the ordinary furniture of a Koordish
castle—which hung around the walls of the room,
I could not but think of the fate of the unfortunate
Shultz, who had fallen, as it i8 said, by the orders
of this sanguinary chief. He had the power of
life and death in his hands. Iknew I was entire-
Iy at his mercy ; but I felt that I was under the
guardian care of One who had the hearts of kings
in his keeping. With a fervent aspiration for His
guidance and blessing, I told the chief it was ap-
parent that the means I had used were produ-
cing a good effect, though he needed more pow-
erful medicine, which, for a time, would make him
worse instead of better ; that I could administer
palliatives ; but, if he confided in my judgment,
he would take the mgre severe course. He con~
sented, and I gave him an emetic, which he
promptly swallowed, after he had made some of
his atiendants taste of the nauseating dose to see
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night, andsthe next morning he was much reliev-
ed. He rapidly recovered, and said he owed his
life to my care. I became his greatest favourite.
I must sit by his side, and dip my hand in the
same dish with himself. I must remain with him,
or speedily return and take up my abode jn his
. country, where he agsured mé1 should have every-
thing as I'plegsed. As I could not remain, ¥ must
leave him some of the emetics which had eﬁ'ected
his cure.

The chief had just heard of the case of @
Koordish woman from whose eyes I removed a
cataract while I was at the patriarch’s residence.
‘With a spice of the characteristic passion of her -
sex, she was gurious to know what had been the
effect of the operation, and, long before the pre-
scribed time, she removed -the hamdage from her
eyes. But so strange was the prospect that open-
ed before her, that she was frightened, and imme-
diately bound up her eyes, resolved thereafter to
abide by my instructions. This story was so amu-
sing to the chief, that he continued to divert him-
self by rehearsing it to his courtiers, with encomi-
ums upon my professional skill too Oriental to
repeat. He'is a man of noble bearing, fine, open
countenance, and he appeared to be about thirty
years of age. He was very affable, and on my
departure he made me a present of a horse, a» an
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upru-onolhlsgnumdeforthermnhonof
his health.

Inow;omedasmallcaravm,andproceededia
Salmas, and thence to Ooroomiah, where I arrived
on the 7th of December, after an absence of more
than eight months. For half a year I had not
occupied a chair, and had long dispensed with the
use of the knife and fork, in accordance with the
custom of the natives. To meet again with be-
loved friends, and once mare hear the sweet sounds
of my own native tongue, and enjoy the comforts
of civilized life, was indeed most delightful after
my long and weary pilgrimage. I had much to
awaken the emotions of a grateful heart. Along
* the cold highlands of Armenia, over the sultry
plains of Mesopotamia, and through the wild
mountains of Assyria, I had been brought in safe-
ty to my home in Media, while bright prospects
of usefulness opened before me. In all the per-
ils through which I had passed, the angel of the
Lord had encamped round about me for my, deliv-
erance, and it was sweet to unite in ascriptions of
praise for the abounding mercies of our covenant-
keeping God.

During the winter, two brothers of the patri-
arch, one of them his designated successor, made
us a visit, and urged the extension of our labours
through all parts of their country; and the patri-
arch himself wrote a cordial letter, renewing his
invitation for me %o repeat my visit in the spring.

L]
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The following is an extract from the patriarch’s
letter, in which reference is had to the desires he
had expressed for the extension of our labours. It
is dated from the Patriarchal Cottage, ¢ with pray-
er and blessing.” * * * « My heart went with you,
0 doctor, in the day that you went from me: but
after.I heard that you had arrived in safety, I great-
ly rejoiced. If you inquire of my affairs, and what
I have to say, it is that word which we spoke.
‘What I said to you before is what I have to say
now. YouandI are one; and there is no change
touching the things you heard from me. And
again may you be a blessing, and blessed with the
blessings of God- and the words of salvation: and
may -He give you joyful seasons and length of
years, and remove and keep from you troubles and
disquietudes.”

I was desirous to promote, as far as possible, the
friendly regard and confidence of the patriarch,
improve our acquaintance, acquire additional in-
formation, and -especially to remove any remaining
doubits of the practicability and safety of travelling
or residing in the mountains or among the Koords
on their borders. I therefore resolved to pass

. through the regions of Central Koordistan, and re-
visit the patriarch, and proceed thence on my route
towards my native land.

-1 left Ooroomiah on the seventh of May, 1840,
accompanied by my little son Henry Martyn, then

K2
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about four years of age, together with the two
bishops Mar Yohannan and Mar Yoosuph, who
are connected as coadjutors with our mission.
At Salmas we were joined by the two brothers of
the patriarch mentioned above, and a number of
Nestorians, who were returning to their homes in
the moyntains after spending the winter upon the
plains.

Our way over the mountemns from Salmas was
80 obstructed by the snow that we were benighted
upon their summits, and slept under the open can-
opy of heaven, while the temperature was quite
below freezing. But, fortunately, the patriarch’s
brothers had with them a quantity of carpeting,
by means of which we made ourselves comfort-
able, and rested quietly till about three o’clock in
the morning, when we proceeded on our way by
the light of the moon. On descending into the
valleys along the sources of the Zab, we found
numerous bands of Koords living in their black
tents and pasturing their flocks ; but they offered
us no molestation, and we passed on to the for-
tress of Bash-Kalleh.

My friend the Koordish chief was absent in
the Turkish dominions, where we shall meet with
him hereafter. I spent the night with the local
governor, from whom I received a friendly wel-
come. The next morning I continued my route
along the course of the Zib towards Jilamerk,
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which I reached on the evening of the second day.
The road was much obstructed .by the remains of
avalanches which had slid down the steep mount-
ain sides; and into one of these my horse made
a sudden plunge, and sent me and my little son
_over his head into the snow, but without our re-
ceiving material injury. Once or twice afterward
we experienced similar falls; but I usually dis-
mounted wherever there was apparent danger.

The approach to Jdlamerk from the river is
very grand. The road rises along the face of the
mountain, till at length the traveller looks down
from an almost perpendicular height of more than
a thousand feet. It was a part of the road which
the governor of Salmas had described in the strong
figurative terms already mentioned. The castle of
Jilamerk stands upon an insulated mountain, in an
opening between the higher ranges. It is distant
three or four miles from the river, which is visible
through the opening ravine.

The bridge leading to the patriarch’s residence
had been swept away a few hours before my arri-
val, so that I could not cross the river and visit the
tribes of Jelu, Bass, and Tehoma, as I at first in-
tended ; but I was so happy as to find the patri-
arch a guest with Suleiman Bey, the then presiding
Hakary chief of Jilamerk. My reception was
most gratifying; and during ten days which I
spent in the castle, all my former impressions re-
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garding the practicability and immediate impor-
tance of a mission in the mountains were fully con-
firmed. The confidence and interest of the patri-
arch in our work appeared to be increased, and he
was joined by the chief in his repeated invitations
for me to remain or speedily retarn.

I everywhere found myself an object of much cu-
riosity, as I had exchanged the wide, flowing robes
and turban, worn, on my former visit, for my own
proper costume, which I was accustomed to wear
in Persia, retaining my beard to establish my iden-

* tity.  But the people very properly remarked that
there was quite a deterioration in my appearance.
I must certainly have appeared like a smaller per-
son; as I became aware on seeing the chief babit-
ed in my Frank dress, which he put on in his ha-
rem for the amusement of his ladies.

My intercourse with the patriarch and bis. nu-
merous visiters was of a very gratifying and en-
couraging nature; and I much regretted that I
could not at once enter upon my labours for the
improvement of this interesting people, instead ef
pursuing the long journey before me. But this
might not be, and I hastened my departure.

Instead of proceeding through Tiyary to Mosul,
I resolved to take the more direct route by way of
Van and Erzeroom, to Constantinople.
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CHAPTER IX. .

Hospitality of the People..~Return by way of Van.—Night in the
Valley.—Visit to Koordish Villages.—Pastoral Life.—Death of
Shultz.—Van.—Interview with the Hakary Chief.—Change of
his Relations.—Incident among the Koords.

May 25, 1840.—It was afternoon before I could
leave the Koordish bey; for, after all other busi-
ness was finished, and he had written a letter to
the next chief beyond the borders of the Hakary
country, he constrained me to wait for a repast, of
which he partook with me ; while his mother pre-
pared food for us to eat on the road, spreading
honey over the bread with her own hands, and
rolling it up with great care. She then brought
forward a bag of raisins and nuts, into which she
put a small loaf of sugar, and gave it to my son,
who had become a great favourite with her and
with the whole household, especially with the
little Koordish children. He was now able to
speak three languages, Turkish and Syriac as well
as English. The patriarch’s sister had also sent
a quantity of bread, in which was rolled up a large
supply of holwé, or honey, butter, and flour sim-
mered together so as to form a kind of rich cake.
His mother sent us bread, cheese, and eggs, so that
our scrip was really very well furnished by our
benevolent friends in these wild mountains; a
kindness, to appreciate which one must place him-
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self in the same dependant circumstances, and re-
member that there was a scarcity of food ap-
proaching to a famine. Wheat was selling at
five or six times its ordinary price, and scarcely to
be obtained at all. The bey had already given
my son a small sum of money, in anticipation of
our proceeding next day by way of Mosul, telling
him that he would have given him a mule to ride,
but, on account of the snow, the roads were im-
passable for mules. His mother, at the same time,
suspended a small gold coin, with some beads,
to my son’s neck, as a memento of her affection.

Such were some of the tokens of kindness
which the Lord put it into the hearts of this peo-
ple to bestow upon the pilgrim missionary in this
land of violence and blood. May He reward
their kindness by the gift of his word and Spirit;
and oh, may I be made the honoured instrument of
leading them to the great Physician of souls, and
thus impart a more sovereign balm than all that
art or science can produce!

As we proceeded down the narrow, rugged
path cut out of the mountain, and anon cast a
glance down the fearful abyss, it looked more ter-
rible than it had ever done before. I was glad,
therefore, to dismount and walk for half an hour
over the most dangerous part of the road, rather
than trust myself to the sure-footed mule, who
wight, by one false step, dash me in pieces at the
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foot of the precipitous declivity. Havjage descend-
ed to the bed of the river, we continued along its
bank until about sunset, when we encamped for
the night in the open air, while the boisterous Zib
sung our lullaby in notes of solemn bass. The
night was clear, the stars shone with unwonted
splendour, and all was hushed to silence save the
river’s loud roar. On either side, the everlasting
mountdins reared.their adamantine crests, till they
appeared to touch the skies; all seemed to in-
vite to communion with nature’s God. Three
fierce-looking Koords had spread their brawny
limbs by the side of a blazing fire, which they had
kindled to supply their lack of clothing, while we
were in a good degree protected from the chills
that now advanced upon the night breeze. At
such an hour and in suck a place, so suited to
deeds of darkness, it was sweet to realize a pres-
ent God, and to know that the angels of the Lord
encamp round about them that fear him for their
deliverance.

May 26.—After a refreshing sleep, we rose with
the sun, and pursued our way for some miles along
the bank of the river; and then, entering the
mountains, followed the valley of a large stream
toits source. In our course we passed over the
remains of several avalanches, in which rocks,
trees, and earth had descended with immense
masses of snow, upon which the feet of our inules
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made but a slight impression. Near the summit
of the first range of mountains, we stopped an hoor
in a grove of willows and wild pear-trees, that
had just put forth their blossoms, shedding a de-
lightful perfume. Another hour brought us toa
small Nestorian village, where we stopped for
breakfast. For want of a more suitable place, we
were seated in the vestibule of the church, where
several of the villagers came to see us, and brought
their sick to be healed.

This is one of ten or eleven Nestorian villages
which form a small district called Berwer, the
whole of which now contains scarcely two hun-
dred houses, and the people are poor and igno-
‘rant. The district is subject to the Koords, and
was last year invaded by one of the nomadic
tribes, when six men of this village were killed in
trying to defend their flocks.

We arrived about noon at the residence of
Téhr Aga, the chief of a tribe of Koords call-
ed Piniénshi, comprising about 1000 households,
under a nominal allegiance to the Hakary chief.
Another division of this tribe (7 or 800 houses)
live near the Tehoma tribe of Nestorians, and are
represented as a very lawless and sanguinary clan.

1 spent the night with the chief, and can truly say
that I was never more hospitably received and en-
tertained than by this mountain chieftain. He in-
sisted upon my occupying his own seat, an easy
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cushion or muttress, with pillows to léah upon.
A bowl of fine-flavoured sherbet was followed by
coffee and other more substantial refreshmerits. A
bountiful supply of my favourite pilay was served
for supper § and a basket of eggs, roasted in the
ashes (a common method of cooking thern in this
eountry), was in readiness after breakfast the next
morning, to replenish our scrip for the road. The
chiief and two of his wives required my profession-
al services; and I believe that this was the prin-
dipal reason why the bey at Jolamerk desired me
to take this route. Many of the villagers were
saffering- from coughs; which I attributed to their
residence in  region of almost perpetual snow,
and to their drinking large quantities of it in their
water. ¥t was a pleasant summer residence, but
truly dreary i winter. -

May 28~8iill among mountains, Passed sevs
ernl villages and encampments of Koords, at some
of which we stopped for refreshments, giving med-
icines to the sick. The Koordisk women it one
of the black Koordish terts gave us two or three
pairs of native socks, and a small piece of tent-
cloth made of hair. About an hour before sunhset
we passed a large encampment of the Hettash
Koords, who are among the most formidable rob.
bers in the comntry. Their chief came out to in-
quire who I was, and some of the people gratified
their curiosity by gazing at my Frank costume,

L
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while the large shepherd-dogs barked at us from
a respectful distance. But no molestation was of-
fered us, and we passed quietly on to the next en-
campment, where we stopped for the night. Here
we found the chief of the clan sick of a fever, and
many suffering from ophthalmia or other com-
plaints, so that I was evidently no unwelcome
guest. Our tent was about forty feet long, and
eighteen or twenty wide : one side left quite open,
while a web of reeds formed the other sides
The ample roof of black haircloth was support-
ed by a number of small poles, and secured with
cords and wooden pins driven into the earth
About one fourth of the tent was fenced off with a
wicker trellis for the lambs of the flock, which
were kept there during the night. The lambs are
only suffered to go to their dams at particular times
to obtain nourishment, after the people have secured
the larger share of the milk for themselves. The
malk of their flocks is a more important considera-
" tion with an Oriental than the wool or the flesh.
It is regarded as quite superior in quality to the
milk of cows, especially for their favourite yoghoort,
or sour curd. An exclamation of surprise al-
ways follows the assertion that we Americans
never milk our sheep.

May 29.—About three hours’ ride brought us to
the castle of Bash-Kalleh, which we entered by
a more easterly road than the one at which we
Jeft it.
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In the valley of a small creek we stopped for
a short time, where Shultz fell a victim to the per~
fidy of the Koords. We did not think it expedient
to inquire of our Koordish muleteers for the place
of his burial ; but I was informed by an intelligent
Armenian, whose sons aided in the interment of
his remains, that a small pile of stones marks his
solitary resting-place. The last sad office was
performed secretly by some Armenians of Bash-
Kalleh, who dared not remove the body to a con-
secrated burying-ground for fear of the Koords.
One of Shultz’s servants escaped to this place,
where he was taken and put to death, lest he
should divulge the circumstances of the murder
of his master. Entire secrecy was enjoined upon
every one; but it was not long before the report
reache®Persia, and redress was demanded by the
prince. In’consequence of which, the immediate
agent in the murder was put to death by-those
who are said to have been the first instigators of the
bloody deed. I was told that my safety would
have been doubtful if that man had been still
alive, as he would have thought that I had come
to avenge the death of a countryman, and he
might have ‘killed me to avoid falling a victim to
justice through my agency. ’

I had been told that the desire of plunder was
the motive which led to the death of this inde-
fatigable traveller. As he is said to have enter-
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ed the comntry with considerable baggage, and to
have made valuable presents to the chiefs, they
would neturally supposs that his effects were of
estimable worth. But I am assured by many of
the most intelligent of the Nestorians and Arme-
nians who were in the country at the time, thet
Shultz hed just made a visit to the orpiment mines,
and that the Koords believed, from the brilliant
yellow colour of the mineral, that he had found it
to contain gold, and that he would canse an army
to come and take possession of their counmtry.
This impression was strengthened by the circum-
stance that he was seen making scientific obserys-
tions, measuripg their castles, and writing down the
obwervations he had made. Too grest caution
eannotbeobservedonthesepomtsbytheh-avd-
ler in such @ country as this.

‘We remained three or four days in Bash-Kalleh,
oot being able to obtain horses before Saturday,
and then choosing to remain until Monday where
we could spend a quiet Sebbath. We found the
place dull apd wminteresting in the extreme, aod
were thankful to obtain enough barley bread to
stisfy the demands of pature. Still we were
treated with great kindness.

June 1.—1t was late in the afiernoon before we
could get away, our muleteers, in common with
the people generally, having business in the bazar
(if a few poor stalls poorly supplied deserve that
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name), it being the “ market-day” for the week.
In the smaller towns, one day in the week is gen-
erally observed as the market-day, and that day is
usually the Christian Sabbath. Hence Sunday in
Turkey is called bazar gin, or, hterally, “ market-
day »

About two hours out, our little party, six or
eight in all, were suddenly alarmed by the appear-
ance of armed horsemen in the glens of the mount-
ain above us. As they were but indistinctly ob-
served, and then suddenly disappeared, there was
scarcely a doubt that they were robbers; and those
of our party who had firearms put them in readi-
ness to defend themselves. My two Nestorian at~
tendants agreed with me that it was better to suf-
fer ourselves to be quietly robbed of the few effects
we possessed than to attempt to take any man’s life.

Poorly mounted as we were, it was quite evident
that flight was out of the question, and we should
only invite pursuit if we showed any timidity by
the attempt. It was therefore resolved to keep
on our way, remaining in a compact body with
what show of preparation for defence we could
make. The mutaselim, or local governor of Bash-
Kalleh, had assured me of entire safety on this
road, and, moreover, promised me the protection

of three of the chief’s servants, who were then go- ** |

ing to Van. The supposed robbers ptoved to be ,
our desired protectors.
L2
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We proceeded over 2 chain of mountajug, cm
which large banks of snow were still remaining,
to the strong castle of Mahmoodieh, and thenoe to
Van, or, as it is usually pronounced, Win. It s
a walled town or city, overlooked by an imumense
“rock of defence,” which supports an ancient
castle, and is imbosomed in extended fruitful gar-
dens, which form the summer residence of a largs
portion of the peaple. Of these, a Jarge portien
are Agmenians, who are said to number 40,000 in
the district.

The lake abounds in fish, which are made an
article of commerce with the surrounding districts,
The water of Lake Van is so alkaline thet the
people use it for making their soap ; while the salt
from the lake of Qoroomiah is sufficiently pure for
culinary use ; and yet the water of that lake is so
heavy, that a man will sink no lower than the top
of his shoulders, Both Van and Qoroomiah sre
several thousand feet above tide, and the winters
are as cold as in New-Yark.

I remained ten days at Van, and had repeated
interviews with my old friend Nooroolah Bey, the
Koardish chief whom I had cured during my men-
drable visit to his castle in Bash-Kalleh. ¥ had
often heen pleasantly reminded of him by the wild

- Koords of his mountains, who uniformly spoke of
me as the physician to their chief. Whenever I
was introduced to a stranger, the immediate inqui-
ry was magle;“ What, the physician of our chief 7’
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It was gratifying to find him still cherishing the
friendly feelings with which he welcomed me ; but
it remains to be seen how valuable his friendship
may yet prove. Changes have occurred which
have modified his power, and hereafter the trav-
eller through his heretofore lawless country will
have less to fear. It is now placed under Turkish
jurisdiction. The chief has bartered his independ~
ence for an appointment from the Pasha of Erze-
room; and he was returning, “an officer"of the
Porte, to govern his spirited clans, whom he had
found too restless to control by his single arm.
He also foresaw that the extension of European
influence, and the consequent changes occurring in
the East, might at no distant day wrest his inde-
pendence and his country from him. He therefore
deemed it wise to make such voluntary overtures
as would enable him to retain his station as the
immediate head of the Hakary tribes.
On my way from Van ¢to Erzeropm, I met with
a pleasing instance of the value of foreign pro-
tection to the traveller in these countries. While
I was sleeping under the tent of a petty Koordish
chief, a horse belonging to my party was stolen in
the night. I told the chief that he must see that
it was returned, or I should make complaint to the
English consul. The horse was soon restored.
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On my arrival at.Erzeroom I héd the pleadure
to be surrounded by a circle of Christian friends.
Two of my fellow-comtrymen were among the
number; but in this distant land, where I have
experienced the kindest offices of friendship from
intelligent and philanthropic gentlemen of the
English nation, I can scarcely recognise any na-
tional distinction. The welcome I received from
my English friends was most cordial and gratify-
ing. Among them were the Britigh consul James
Brant, Esq., Dr. Riach, a tried friend of our mis-
sion, and Colonel Sheil, her Britannic majesty’s
charge d’affaires at the court of Persia. Through
the politeness of the latter, I was favoyrefl with
letters to his excellency Lord Ponsonby, the British
ambassador at the Ottoman Porte ; and, while I
was at Constantinople, I received from his lordship
the warmest assurances of a disposition to afford
all necessary countenance and protection to our la-
bours among the Mountain Nestorians, in whose
condition and prospects he manifested a Lively in-
terest. From our American minister, Commodore
Porter, I had already experienced many favours.

From Constantinople I proceeded in one of the
numerous steamers which converge at the metrop-
olis to the city of Smyrna, where I embarked in a
small merchantman, and, after a passage of seven-
4y days, awived safely at Boston, October 3, 1840.

. Ld
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“  CHAPTER'L

* The Revolt of the Ten Fribes.—Their Idolatry.—Captivity.—
Are lost sight of in History.—Not yet found.—Their separate
Existence highly probable. — Difficulties of the Subject. — Its

« interesting Nature, and great lmportance,

IN no period of their history were God’s.chosen
people so highly favoured as in the long and peace~
ful reign of Solomon, who excelled all the kings
of the earth in riches and wisdom. But his un-
paralleled prosperity was more than he could bear.
He was led into idolatry, “ and the Lord was an-
gry with Solomon because his heart was turned

‘from the Lord God of Israel, who had appeared
unto him twice] and had commanded him con-
cerning this thing, that he should not go after
other gods. But he kept not that which the Lord
commanded. Therefore the Lord said unto Solo- -
mon, Forasmuch as this is done of thee, and thou
hast not kept my covenant and my statutes which
I have commanded thee, I will surely rend the
kingdom from thee, and will give it to thy servant.
Notwithstanding, in thy days I will not do it, for
David thy father’s sake, but I will rend it out of
the hand of thy son. Howbeit, I will not rend
away all the kingdom, but wil] give one tribe to
thy son for David my servant’s sake, and for Jeru-
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galem’s sake which I have chosen.”” A prophet
was then sent to Jeroboam with this message:
«Thus saith the Lord the God of Israel, Behold, 1
will rend the kingdom out of the hand of Solo-
mon, and will give ten tribes to thee, because they
have forsaken me, and have worshipped Ashtoreth,
the goddess of the Zidonians, Chemosh, the god of
the Moabites, and Milcom, the god of the children
of Ammon, and have not walked im my ways, to
do that which is right in mine eyes, and to keep
my statutes and my judgments. I will take the
kingdom out of his sor’s hand, and will give it unto
gze, even TeN TRmss.”—1 Kings, Xi., 9-13, 31~
Accordingly, under the vain and intpolitic reign
of Rehoboam, the son and successor of Solomon,
Toruel rebelled against the house of David. Jere-
bosm was made king over all Jsrael (or the ten
tribes), “ and there was none that followed the
house of David but the tribe of Judah. only,” with
whom Benjamin had become inseparably associas
ted. From this time the Jews were divided ito two
separate governments or kingdoms, which are te-
opeciively designated by the names Judah and
iy ‘;‘;fmaﬁm recoguised by the inspired
tribes under the 06t m.vmablyapeakofthefm
Within whose bordmahonﬁms or Epheam,
dom. The vlers was the seat of the king-
raelites immediately turned from the
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Lord to the worship of idols. Regardless alike of
the admonitions he had received from God, and the
punishment which he had so recently seen inflicted
upon the house of David for their idolatrous course,
Jeroboam sought to perpetuate and widen the breach
. between Israel and Judah, and to strengthen his new
kingdom by preventing the ten tribes from going
up to Jerusalem, as they were accustomed, to wor-
ship the God of their fathers. “ Whereupon the
king took counsel, and made two calves of gold,
and said unto them, It is too much for you to go
up to Jerusalem ; behold thy gods, O Israel, which
brought you up out of the land of Egypt. And
he set up the one in Bethel, and the other he put
in Dan. And this thing became a sin: for the
people went to worship before the one, even unto
Dan.”—1 Kings, xii., 28-30. Thus was Israel
confirmed in idolatry, that grievous sin which
drew down upon them the vengeance of a holy
God, after a series of unheeded warnings, expos-
tulations, and judgments, which had been denoun-
ced upon.them for two hundred and fifty years.
The preaching. and miracles of Elijah and Elisha
were alike unsuccessful in producing reformation.
Their kings took the lead in idolatry and wicked-
ness, and even the zealous Jehu, who was specially
anointed as a reformer in Israel, was a worshipper
of the golden calves. “ He departed not from the
sins -of Jeroboam which made Israel to sin.”—2

M
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Kings, x., 31. “ Though he destroyed the posterity
of wicked Ahab, and slew the worshippers of
Baal, the people still transgressed against-the God
of their fathers, and went a whoring after the gods
of the people of the land: they walked in all the
statutes of the heathen, served idols, and. sold
themselves to do wickedness in the sightof the
Lord. Therefore the Lord was very angry with
Israel, apd zemoved them out of his sight.” The
two and a half tribes on the east of Jordan, “ the
Reubenites, Gadites, and the half tribe of Manas-
seh,” who had spread themselves over a Jarge ex-
tent of country, and drank deep of the prevailing
spirit of idolatry, were the first who were made
captive by the kings of Assyria.—1 Chron,, v.,26.
But this failed to arrest the idolatrous career of -
the remaining tribes. Their cup of iniquity was
soon filled ; and fhey wete compelled to drink it
0 the dregs. .The hand of God, which had long
held over them his chastening rod, was * stretched
out still 3 and it soon came down upon them in
just indignation. About 19 years after the captiv-
ity of ¢he tribes beyond Jordan (or B.C. 721),
¢ Shalmaneser, the king of Assyria, took Samaria,
and carried Israel away into Assyria, and placed
them in Halah and in Habor, by the river of .Go-
* zan, and in the cities of the Medes. So was k-
rael carried. away out of their own land to As-
syria unto this day.” “There was none left but
the tribe of Judah only.”—2 Kings, xvii., 6-18.
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“From. this time,” says a learned writer, ¢ we
hear. no more of the ten tribes, nor is it known
whether any of their descendants are in the world
at present ; though it is thought by many that
there is a remnant in some region yet unvisited.””®
Milgman, the historian of the Jews, refersing to the
captivity, says, “from this period history loses
sight of the ten tribes as a distinct people. Pri-
deaux. supposes they were. totally lost and absorb-
ed in the. nations among whom they settled ; but
imagination has loved to follow them into remote
and inaccessible regions, where it is supposed they
still await the restoration of the twelve tribes to
their native land ; or it has traced the Jewish fea-
tures,language, and religion in different tribes, par-
ticularly in the Afghand of India, and, in a.still
wilder spirit of romance,in the [abongmﬂj Amer-
jcans.”’$

- But we ' shall not be-ﬁxpected to attempt a reft
utation of these various theories, none of which
have been supported by sufficient evideswe to pro-
duce anything like a general cotvictlon in-their fa-
vour. The tem tribes of Israel are still a®really
the lost tribes as they ever have been.

The evidence which has been adduced (“ Star
in the West,” “ View of the Hebrews,” &c.) to
identify the American Indjsns with the lost tribes -

+ Tumer's Sacred History of the World, vol. iff’, p. 430.

1 Milman's History of the Jews, vol. i, p. 247, - .
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is entirely circumstantial, and besed chiefly upon
ountoms, &c., which are primifive rather than pe«
ouliarly Jewish ; customs similar to those found
among the Arabs and other Eastern nations.

With respect to the Afghans, it may be suffi-
cient to quote the testimony of that indefatigable
traveller;Joseph (now Rev. De.) Wolff, who visit-
ed Afghanistan with the hope of finding the ten
tribes. But, disappointed in that hope, he sums wp
the evidence in the following terms: “ My doubts
about the Afghans being descendants of the Jews
are thess : they have not the Jewish physiognomy ;
and the tradition of their being descendants of the
Jews is nol generel ; and, finally, their language
does not resemble the Hebrew. -Or, light, is the
only Hebrew word I found in the Afghan tongue.
The construction of the Pushtoo grammar entirely
differs from that of the Hebrew.” —Researches,
p: 338-9. Judging from the vocabulary given by
Wolff, 1 may also add, that the Afghan tongve
resembles neither the Syrac nor the Chaldee;
and their paxlial tadition, if evidence of a He-
brew erigin, indicates a descent from the dwo
tribes rather than the fen. Malte-Brun, vol. L, p.
495, sayy, « The Afghens consider themselves as de-
scendants from Afghaun, the son of Imia, or Bakis,
son of Saul, king of Ispael.”

The suppasition that the ten tribes are © absorbed
in the nations among whom they settled,” is not
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only entirely wanting in evidence, but all analogy
from the history of the.Jews throughout the wozrld
goes to disprove the idea. Neither is there any
evidence that they are amalgamated with the two
tribes. On the contrary, there are numerous passa-
ges from unfulfilled prophecy which plainly inti-
mate that the union of Judah with Israel is yet fu-
ture. - In a prophecy of Isaiah, which all commen-
tators acknowledge to be future in its accomplish~
ment, the ten tribes are repeatedly mentioned, in
distinction from Judah, under the common appella-
tions of Israel and Ephraim.—1Isa., xi., 12,13. See
also Jer, iil., 18 ; Hos,,i., 11; and Ezek., xxxvii.,
16-22. In this passage from Ezekiel, which oc-
curs immediatelly after the resurrection in the val-
ley of dry bones, the prophet is told to take two
sticks, representing Judah and Israel, and- “join
them one ‘to another into one stick.” He is then
commanded to tell the children of Israel and of
Judah, that thus would the Lord unite them into
one nation, and ‘to * say unto them, thus saith the
Lord God: Behold, I will take the children of Is-
rael. from among the heathen, whither they be
gone, and will gather them on every side, and bring
them into their own land : and I will make them
one nation in the land upon the mountains of Isra-
el ; and one king shall be king to them all: and
they shall no more be two nations, neither shall
they be divided into two kingdoms any more at all.”
M2
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Now, whatever may be the precise import of these
prophecies, general consent testifies that their ac-
complishment (and, consequently, the union of Je-
dab and Israel) is yet future. Hence we infer that
the ten tribes have at this time a separate exist-
ence. ‘

‘Where they are, and what is their condition, are
questions which have long perplexed the leamed
and curious. So many untenable theories have
been proposed, and so many pretended discoveries
made; in a word, the ten tribes have been s0 ofies
found and lost again, that any new treatise upon
the subject will almost necessarily be received with
distrust ; somuchhsthewholeaubjectcnmeb
savour of the vistonary.

Them!gectucertamlyoneofpeculiardlﬂicuky
and mich of incredulity will be encountered in i

" .. Snvestigation. More than twenty-five centuries

have thrown over it a veil of almost impenetrable
darkness. Nearly a hundred generations have
successively arisen and been swept away.; empire
-after empire has been founded and demolished
_ War has devastated the earth; hierarchies and
dynasties have alike fallen; and where, it may be
asked, in all this mass of rvins, or amid the struc-
tures that have risen upon them, shall we seek for
the captive daughters of Israel, who were led away
weeping into the wilderness in an age when the
greatest events cast but a faint shadow upon the
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historian’s page? What changes, socigl, civil, and
religious, may not have passed over the lost tribes
during these revolving ages!

But let us not too hastily infer that these chan-
ged, however great, have placed their identity be-
yond the reach of the clearest evidence. “He
that keepeth Israel shall neither slember mor
sleep ;” and we may find that He has been guard-
ing his chosen people with a watchful eye, and
will glorify himself in their present condition and
future prospects, as really as he has done in their
past history. In his past dealings with the people
of Israel, he has manifested his character and ate
tributes with a clearness that no power of eloquent
description can equal.

But the most glorious display is connected with
the future. “ If the casting away of them be the
reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving
of them be but life from the dead.” Thid§s what
elothes our subject with such importance. A epir-
#tual resurrection is connected with the eonversion
of God’s ancient people ; a resurrectios, affecting
not merely themselves, but the whole world. If
their rejection has been the reconciling of*the
world, by opening a door of hope to the Gen-
tiles, it is to “the world,” most obviously, that
their restoration will be ¢ as life from the dead.”

Who, then, can estimate the importance of their
discovery and conversion? What life, what faith,
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what energy would not be infused into the Church1
With what joy would even the prospect of their
speedy conversion be received, connected as it is
with the most precious promises of God’s Word ;
since it is clear, from the prophecies of Scripture,
that this final ingathering of Israel will be the
brightest harbinger of the latter day glory ?

If it shall appear, then, that Israel is even now
stretching out his hands to God ; if the ten tribes
are found professing allegiance to Messiah their
king, and bearing his name; may it not well inspire
in our minds the highest hopes and liveliest antici-
pations of future good; hopes and anticipations
which we may ‘well believe will soon ripen toa
blessed fruition, when it shall appear that they are
the special heirs of the most glorious promises
that remain o be fulfilled in the history of our
world? Let us turn, then, to the evidence of ther
heirship, and see what are the credentials they of-
fer in proof that they are indeed what the Chris-
tian world have long and anxiously sought to dis-
cover—the lost tribes of Israel.
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CHAPTER IL

Tradition of the Nestorian Christians that they are Deacendants of
Isrsel.—That they came from Palestine.—~Supported by the Tes-
timony of Jews andl!o!nmmedms.

TraDITION, in its general application, is any
knowledge handed down from one generation to
another by oral communication. If there is no-
thing in the eharaeter or circumstances of those on
whose authority the tradition rests to affect its
probability ; if they were not actuated by interest
or prejudice, or wanting in the means of knowl-
edge as to what they relate, their tradition is to
be recetved as direct testimony in matters of histo-
ry. The moreimportant the event, the more likely
is it to be correctly transmitted by tradition to a re-
mote posterity. Thus we find some account of the
deluge, which destroyed the antediluvian world,
among the most remote and barbarous nations of
the earth; a circumstance that would go far to
prove this great event, in the absence of all histor-
ical records. Indeed, this universal tradition, to-
gether with geological indications, is appealed to
as an unanswerable argument with infidels, whe
deny the credibility of the Secriptures. Without
recommending the example for imitation, it may
be stated as another evidence of the importance
attached to traditionary testimony, that the Coun-
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cil of Trent ascribed equal authority to tradition
and the Bible. But, as the purity of gold is tested
by the furnace, so truth appears more lovely after
passing through the cloeest scrutiny. To this test
let us bring the traditions of the Nestorian Chris-
tians relating to their Hebrew origin.

First, then, I remark, the tradition is gene-
ral, and universally believed by the Nestorians
throughout Assyria and Media. They speak of it
of their own accord, in all places apd in various
circumstances. Smith and Dwight, in the course
of their short visit to the Nestorian Christians, were
struck by their singular assertion that they were
the descendants of the ten tribes.* They recog-
nise the fact in conversatiop with each other,
as well as with strangers. One of their priests
charged upon his people their accumulated guilt
and responsibility, on the ground of their relation
to those “to whom pertained the covenanjsand
promises ;> and his language was that of rebuke,
and not of complaisance. Often have I heard the
remark from their ecclesiastics, in allusion to their
Hebrew ancestry, that theirs were a stiff-necked
people, like their fathers of old. These incident-
al allusions to their Jewish ancestry prove most
conclusively that their tradition is received as a
well-known truth. Though it subject him to re-
proach, no one denies that he is of the childneg of

+ See Researches in Armenia, vol. ii.
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Israel. The learned and ignorant, old and young,
all acknowledge the relation. '

2. The hatred existing between the Nestorians
and the Jews forbids the idea of the fabrication
of the tradition. What motive could lead them
to claim affinity with their most implacable ene-
miies? Is it credible that an unfounded tradition
of this kind, connecting them with a people with
whom they will not even eat bread, would have
been universally received among all the various
‘Nestorian tribes? By whom, and in what stage
of their history, could it have been forced upon
them? Would there have been no dissenting
voice among a widely-extended people? Here,
as everywhere, the Jews are the most despised and
persecuted class of the people. An odium is con-
sequently attached to all who are allied to them.
For fear of this odium, I have seen Nestorians hes-
itate %0 give a reply when interrogated respecting -
their ancestry ; - yet they finally admitted their
Jewish ongm

3. Their ignorance of prophecy forbxds theidea
that the tradition originated with their religious
teachers, in view of the great temporal blessings
promised to the Jews. They have no anticipa-
tions of such blessings for the Israelites in partic~
ular. They believe in the final triumph of Chris-
‘tianity"in the world, but in. this they claim for
themselves no pre-eminence over other Christians.

- <
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They tead the prophets little, and understand them
less. Their interpretation of the prophetical wri-
tings is generally mystical and confused.

4. The secluded situation of the great body of
the Nestorians almost precludes the possibility of
their having received the idea of a Hebrew ances-
try from the neighbouring nations. They chiefly
inhabit almost inaccessible mountains, where they
are remarkably shut out from extraneous influence.
Strangers have seldom or never entered theit
mountain fastnesses, and I know of no people who
have so little intercourse with those around them;
moreover, if their neighbours had ranked them
with the Jews, would they not have repelled the
idea of such a connexion? Isit credible that they
would have received it as the basis of a generl
tradition 7 Or, were it possible that such a fabri-
cation could be palmed upon them in one place,
how were they to induce their distant brethren %
admit the imposture ? and that, when every feeling
would revolt at the idea of such a connexion.

It may be asked whether the Nestorians have
any historical records in proof of ther Helwew
origin. I have seen none.* Their histories sel- -
dom extend beyond a short record of the passiag

* Priest Dunka, who has long been employed as an assistant in
this mission, and sustains a character for veracity, and, we hope,
for consistent piety, assures me that he saw near Mdsul a history.
in which it was expressly stated that they, the Nestorians, were
Beni Isracl (the children of Israei).
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events of the day, occasionally inserted by the
writer or the copyist in the margin of some reli-
gious book. The patriarch’s most ancient manu-
scripts were destroyed by the water about sixty
years ago, when taking them across the river Zib ;
and, unless fature research bring to light authen-
tic records on this subject, we must centent our-
-selves with the answer often given tp my inquiries
for written documents in support of their tradition.
“¥or us,” say the Nestorians, “such a record is
unnecessary, as we are well acquainted with the
fact of our Israelitish descent, the account of which
is handed down from father to son through suc-
. cessive generations. In our early history, certain-
1y such a record could not have been called for;
and, had any ome made it at a later period, we
anight have suspected some sinister motive. More~
.over, we consider suoch a tradition, received by all
classes of the people, better testimony than written
records, which few could read or understand, and
which are liable to be corrupted or lost; whereas
our. tradition no one can dispute or alter, as it i8
known to all. We are certainly Ben: Israel (sons
«of Israel), there is no doubt of it.””
Considering~the circumstances of this people,
there is much good sense in this reasoning. Where
none but a few ecclesiastics capread, there is lit-
tle enceuragetfent for multiplying books in a lan-
gnage which is unintelligible to the cammon peo-
S N :
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ple, by the slow process of transcribing, especial-
lywhenmchnwrdsaremliabletobehst; and
it can scarcely be doubted that such an important
porﬁonoftheirhistoryisaltogethersafeinthe
bosoms of a hundred thousand people, who care-
fullyu-amitittotheirposterity,thanitcouldbe
if trusted solely to perishing scrolls of parchment.
Indeed, it is difficult to conceive how a fact which
so deeply concerns their people could be lost,
when it is made the subject of remark in the fam-
ily circle and in the public assembly, and the
ground of expoqtulaﬁon, reproof, and instruction
by their religious teachers.

It is not a complicated history, requiring a de-
tail of incidents or language liable to be misap-
prehended or forgotten. It is one simple, bare
fact, so unique and prominent in its character that
there is no room for mistake. At the same time,
the people are so peculiar in their language, char-
‘acter, and circumstances, that it is doubtless true
of the whole if of any. It is the one simple fact,
that the Nestorians are what they profess to be,
the children of Israel.

The Nestorians have also another tradition,
whiah, though distinct in its nature, is intimately
connected with this, and adds not a little to the
testimony. It isy that their forefathers, at some
early day, came to the region no¥e occupied by
them from the land of Palestine. Precisely in
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what period of the world this occurred they do
not know, though they are sure of its truth. That
it was before the Christian era will appear evident,
‘when we come to examine the history of their con-
version to Christianity. What people besides the
captive Israglites have ever been carried away
from Palestine to Assyria and the cities of the
Medes? That the ten tribes were placed on the
very ground now inhabited by the Nestorian Chris-
tians, we shall endeavour to show in the ensuing
chapter. That fact, when fairly exhibited, will
give great importance to this tradition, adding the
character of direct testimony to what would other-
‘wise be only, circemstantial.- It will, at least, afford
a strong cogfirmation of our main position. But,
direct and positive as is the testimony of the Nes-
torians themselves respecting their Hebrew ances-
try, we need not rest so important a question on
their testimqpy alone. We shall now bring for-
ward w1tnesses whose competency none will dis-
pute, and whose testimony is no less unequivocal
and positive than that of the Nestonans them-
selves.

_The Jews who dwell among them acknowl~
edge the relationship. They admit that the. Nes- -
torians are as truly the descendants of the Israel-
ites as themselves. Do they aiot know? or is it
possible that the great mass of the ten tribes were
eonverted to Christianity without their knowl-
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edge? Providentially for our cause, the ten tribes

are not all nominally Christian. A remnant seem

to have been laft as.witnesses in the case. Dis-
‘ persed through the country of the Nestorians, and
! surrounding them on every side, are some thou-
| sands of nominal Jews, still adhering to Judaism,
who claim to be a part of the ten tribes carried
away captive by the kings of Assyna. These are
the witnesses now on the stand. They testify,
though sometimes reluctantly, that they and the
Nestorians are brethren of the same stock ; that
they and the Nestorians have a common relation
to the house of Israel, a common origin.

We cannot charge these Jews with interested
motives in giving this testimony. They are asha-
med to admit that such an apostacy has taken place
from the faith of their fathers, and they are reluc-
tant to acknowledge their worst enemies as breth-
ren. So strong is this feeling, that they will
sometimes prevaricate, and finally give only an
equivocal answer when questioned upon the sub-
ject. This they do to avoid the main question,
whether their early ancestors were the same. With
" Abe general propensity to falsehood that exists,

some of them may perhaps even deny this alto-

gether, under the apprehension that in some way
they might be injured by the admission. It is only
to those who have gained their confidence that
they readily make the acknowledgment, and then
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it is often done in a confidential manner, that they
may not fall under the censure of their brethren
for confirming such a fact. To some of the bish~
ops and priests in the employ of this mission, indi-
vidual Jews have repeatedly said, ¢ We are no
more really the children of Israel than yourselves.”

The first time T myself heard this testimony
given by the Jews was March 6th, 1840, which I
recorded at the time as follows: Received a visit
from two learned Jews, Ezekiel and Daniel, of
Ooroomiah, who, in the presence of the bishops
Mar Yoosuph and Mar Eliyah (Elias), two priests,
and other Nestorians, most explicitly acknowl-
edged that the Nestorians were the sons of Israel,
a circumstance with which, as they affirmed, the
‘Jews were well acquainted. Priest Dunka, for
my sake, then asked them if they were sure of
the fact’; and they replied emphatically, that they
knew that the Nestorians were children of Israel ;
but, as the Nestorians had departed from the
faith of their fathers, their people were ashamed
to own them as brethren. In answer to my inqui-
ries, they said they had records containing an ac-
count of the time and circumstances of their con-
version to Christianity ; bat, as they did not them-
selves possess them, it was not in their power to
furnish me with a sight of these historical manu-~
scripts. Indeed, they appeared to feel, when I
asked them for a sight of their records, that they

N2
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had already gone too far in what they had suid ;
but they still promptly answered my inquiries re-
garding the time when the Nestorians became
Christians. They also gave other information,
which will be mentioned in its proper place.

More recently, other Jews have repeatedly made
the same statement to the writer, and to some of
his associates in the mission. On one occasioh
their chief rabbi confirmed the testimony of the
Hebrew origin of the Nestoriams, while in theit
synagogue, and in the hearing of Meswrs. Holla-
day, Stocking, and myself. He said that the Nesto-
rians apostatized from the Jewish faith in the days
of Christ or his apostles. .

I quote the following from the journal of my re-
spected associate, Mr. Stocking, upon this point,
for the sake of the direct testimony it contains, and
not to anticipate the evidence derived from the

identity of language.

“ Jpril .—Yesterday I received a visit from
two Jews, whom I had employed to bind two or
three Nestorian manuscripts. Priest Yohannan
was present. As the Jews of this city use a dia-

- lect of the Nestorian language, we conversed in

that. They understood pgrfectly the language we
used, and the priest understood perfectly their lan-
guage, and occasionally explained to me a word
that I did not easily recognise. After conversing

freely for some time on matters of business, I in-
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quired of the Jews how it was that they spoke the
Nestorian language, and whether they had learn-
ed it from them. They answered without hesita-
tion, ‘No’ Ithen asked them if the Nestorians
had learned the language they speak from their
people. They again answered ‘ No.’ ¢How is
it, then, I inquired, ¢ that you speak the same
language ? One of them answered, that these
people (the Nestorians) had separated themselves
from them. I asked them again if they knew it
was 8o, and if it was so written in their books.
They answered that they knew it was so, and that
they had books that contained the fact. From the
manner in which I conducted my inquiries, the
Jews could not have known that I had any other
object in view than simply to get:an explanation
how their language happened to be like that of
the Nestorians ; and it was not till our conversa-
tion had proceeded some time on the subject, that -
they comprehended fully my object, and discovered
between themselves the design of my inquiries.”
Such testimony, and from such a source, requires
no comment. What court of justice would re-
ject it? The Nestorians say to their alienated
brethren, the Jews, “ We are children of the same
father: will you own us as brethren?’ + Yes,”
they answer; “ you are brethren of the stock of Is-
rael. We are a part of the ten tribes, and you are
no less really so.” '
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On both sides the motive is strong to disclaim
the alliance; and it is especially so on the part of
the Jews, who are evidently chagrined that such
sn apostacy should have taken place from their
ancient faith.

The antlpathy existing between the Jews and
the Nestorians is mutual and strong ; so that there
can be no motive on the part of either to wish to
be regarded as of the same origin. The state of
feeling they cherish towards each other is much
like that which existed between the Jews and the
Samaritans.

Some of the learned Mohammedans also testify
to the Hebrew origin of the Nestorians; but they are
not all informed upon the subject. Many of those
living in Ooroomiah came from the region of Kho-
rassan, where a part of their race still remain.
‘When the Gospel was first preached here, a great
proportion, if not the whole, of the people were fol-
lowers of Zoroaster, and the religion of the Magi
prevailed extensively till the days of Mohammed.
Hence we cannot expect the Persians generally to
be in possession of definite information regarding
the ancestry of their Christian neighbours. But it
is interesting that any of them are able to add
their positive testimony to the Hebrew ongm of
the Nestorians.
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CHAPTER IIL

The Places to which the Ten Tribes were deported: Assyria,
Halah, Habor, Gozan, Hara, Medis.—Now occupied by the
Nestorian Christians.—But few nominal Jews in these Places.

“ Search for a thing where it was lost,” is a
maxim which every child understands and peag-
tices. But, in relation to the lost tribes, we have
acted directly contrary to this maxim, and sought
for them everywhere except in the place where
they were lost, while this remained unexplored.

The shepherd whose flock has strayed away seeks

" them where they were lost. God’s sheep have

been carried away into the wilderness and lost.
But, happily, we are told just where they were
placed. They were not left to wander, for they
still had keepers over them, who placed them in

- particular pastures; keepers. who were doubtless
too much interested in securing the fleece to al-
low them to stray away. These keepers were the

kings of Assyria. The first was Tiglath-pileser,
who “carried them away (even the Reubenites,
and the Gadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh),
and brought them unto Halab, and Habor, and
Hara, and to the river Gozan, unto this day.”—

Chron., v., 26. Shortly after, Shalmaneser, an-
other “ king of Assyria, took Samaria, and carried
Israel away (i. e., the remaining tribes) into. As-

L4
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syria, and placed them in Halah and in Habor, by
the river of Gozan, unto this day.”—2 Kings, xvii.,
- 6, and xviii.,, 4.

It ig very remarkable, that, though carried away
by different conquerors at an interval of aboat 19 .
years, they were all setfled in the same place.
The only difference in the account is, that in 1
Clyon. the name Hera is imserted, in addition to
the places mentioned.in 2 Kings. “The imser-
tion of this name,” says Professor Robinson, “ may
be an error of transcribers, as the reading of 2
Kings, xvij,, 6, seems correct and appropriate.”®
His opinion is confirmed by the fact that this name
is not found either in the Septuagmt or the Syriac
versions. The word Hara, in Hebrew, signifies
“ mountains, or mountainous regions ;> and as the
country to which the ten tribes were deported, and
where most of the Nestorian Christians now re-
side, is, as we have seen, one of the most mount- -
ainous in the world, the word Hara was very nat-
urally added as a gloss or marginal explanation,
and finally became a part of the text. 'How else
can we account for its differing from the Greek
and Syriac, the two best versions for correcting
false readings in the Hebrew text? On the very
natural supposition that it was added as a gloss
or explanation, as there are abundant examples in
other passages, it very materially aids us in settling

: * Robinson’s Calmet, art. Gozan.

‘>
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the topography of the country which became the
future abode of the ten tribes ; while, at-the same
time, it harmonizes the accounts of the inspired
writers. We have, then, in three different places,

the testimony of ipspiration, that « the king of As- - °

syria did carry away lIsrael into Assyna, and put
them in Halah and in Habor, the river of Gozan,
and in the citieg of the Medes.”

Asgyria was bounded, according to Ptolemy, on
the north by part of Armenia and Mount Nipha-
tis; on the west by the Tigris; on the south by
Susiana ; on the east by part of Media, and the
mountajns of Choatra and Zagros. The country
within these limits is called by some of the an-
cients JAdiabene (or, rather, Adiabene was inclu-
ded in Assyria), and by others Aturia or Atyria.
Assyria is now called Koordistan, from the de-
scendants of the ancient Karduchi, who occupied
_ the northern parts. It lies between Media, Meso-
potamia, Armenia, and Babylon. It is admitted
that, at the period of its greatest prosperity, the
Assyrian empire stretched beyond the limits gen-
erally assigned to it by both ancient and modern
writers. But, at the time the ten tribes were car-
ried thither, it had again become reduced within
these defined. boundaries,* the Medes having re-

* This occurred seven years from the building of Rome, and in
the second year of the eighth Olympied, which was the 748th be-
fore Christ.—Diod. Sic., L. ii. Athenzwus, l. xii. Herodogus, lib. i.,
Justin, L. i., c. iii.
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volted, and Babylonia being then a separate king-
dom.. .

The name Aturia or Atyria, as is observed by
Dion Cassius (xviii., c. 28), is a mere dialectic
variety of pronunciation instead of Assyria; and
the province thus designated probably was the ori-
ginal central point from which the power as well
as the name of Assyria subsequently spread far-
ther to the south and west. After the dissolution
of the Assyrian monarchy through the revolt of
the Medes, the name Assyria was again restricted
to this northern province, while the southern parts
received the appellation of Babylonia from the
principal town, or Chaldea from the name of its
inhabitants.}

That the province of Adiabene was once inclu-
ded under the name of Assyria is distinctly as-
serted by Pliny (Hist. Nat., v., ¢. 12). The sacred
historians of that age evidently used Assyria in
its proper or more limited sense, as may be seen
by reference to Isaiah, xi., 11, where Elam and
Shinar are mentioned as being without the bounds
of Assyria. The kings who carried away the ten
tribes and put an end to the kingdom of Israel
were the first who reigned at Nineveh after the
destruction of the first Assyrian empire, when the

* Rollin, book iii,, chap. ii.

t That Babylon and Nineveh were then under separate kings,

is evidegt from a comparison of 2 Kings, xix., xx., where both
kings are named. Also Herodotus, i., ¢, 95, 102, 106.
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limits of Assyria became so well defined that there
can be no room for mistake on the subject.

J have been thus particular on this point, as
different writers have sought to identify various
places and rivers near the Euphrates, the Caspian
Sea, and even on the confines of India, with Ha-
lah, Habor, and Gozan, which should evidently be
sought for in Assyria. -

Mepna being allowed by all to have been contig-
uous to Assyria, there is little room for doubt as to
the general region in which the “ cities of the
Médes” are situated. Whether the term cities is to
be understood literally, as in our version and the He-
brew, or whether we should read villages, as in the
Syriac and Vulgate, or mountains of the Medes,
as in the Septuagint, I leave for the learned to set-
tle. Either of these readings is equally applicable
to my purpose, as we find Nestorians in the maunt-
ains, cities, and villages of Media; and near to As-
syria. I may, however, remark, that, as the Medes
were in a state of revolt at the time of the captiv-
ity of the ten tribes, it is hardly to be supposed
that the king of Assyria could penetrate far into
Media without encountering the rebellious and
warlike Medes. Hence we must look for the set-
tlements of thg captive Israelites on or near the
borders of ssyria, the greater part of them being
left within it boundaries, in the ‘places we shall
now proceed to examine. And first in order is

0 4
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Halah. 1t is sufficient for our purpose'that there
is abundant testimony to prove that this place was
within the proper boundaries of Assyria. It ap-
pears to have been in the region of the Lycus or
Zab River, and, probably, not very far from Nin-
eveh. Bochart, Gesenius, Rosenmiiller, and Cel-
Jarius are of the opinion that Halah is the same as
Calah in Gen., x., 11, 12. From its connexion
with the context, Calah must have been in Assy-
ria; and in this commentators are generally agreed.
S. Ephraim and the later Syrians say that Calah
is the modern Hatareh, which is about a day’s
journey N.N.W. of the ruins of Nineveh. Ptol-
emy and Strabo appear to make it a district of
country embracing this region, and extending east
as far at least as the river Zab. Chalah or Ha-
lab, says Assemani,* entirely agrees with our Cha-
laha or Chalavana, which Ptolemy (b. vi., ch. i)
places near the mountains of Armenia from the
Tigris to the Lycus (Zab), or to the region of Ar-
apachites. From Chalah (Halah) comes Chala-
chena, which Strabo (b. ii) calls Chalachena:
“Even to Chalachena and Adjabena, which are
beyond the bounds of Armenia;” and in b. xvi,
“ the plaius near to Ninus (Nineveh), and Dolome-
na, and Chalachena, and Chazena, and Adjabena.”
The place which the Syrians call Halah,} and the
* Biblioth. Orient., tom. iv., p. 419.

+ Halah and Habor have the same orthography and pronyncia-
tion among the Nestorians as in the Syrian Bible.

» ¢ .
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Arabs Halavana,* was a seat of a Nestorian arch-
bishop. Halah, or Halache, was one of six arch-
bishoprics, whose prelates appointed the Nestorian
patriarchs.t Thus it appears that Halah was in
Assyria, and that it was also a seat of influence
among the Nestorian Christians. The whole re-
gion described by Ptolemy and Strabo under this
name is, or has been, occupied by Nestorians.
~ Hagor is the name of a river. And it is a re-
markable fact, that we find a river rising in the cen-
tral highlands of* Assyria which retains this name
unchanged to the present day. No one acquaint-
ed with the Hebrew will dispute the propriety of
this interpretation. The passage in 2 Kings, xvii.,
6, Gesenius translates thus : “ And placed them in
Chalites (Halah), and on the Chabor (Habor),
a river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.”’}
Our own version even admits of the same sense, if
we only reject the particle by, which is printed in
italics to show that it was not in the orifinal.
Habor, as we shall see, is a river of Gozan, The
Z4b is also a river of Gozan; and, being the lar-
ger stream, it may emphatically be called &e river
of Gozan.

Gozan, according to Cruden, Mm, and oth-
ers, signifies pasture. By reference to Gesenius’s

» Bib. Orient., tom. iv., p. 418. 1Ib,, p. 415,
t Ib, p. 416-418.
1 Robinson’s Calmet, art. Gozan. See also Habor.

1



160 THE LOST TRIBES.

Hebrew Lexicon,* it will be seen that the sounds
of G and Z frequently interchange, while the
words in which these letters are used retain the
same signification after the mutation has taken
place. Thus Gozan may change to Zozan with-
out altering the sense. Zozan is the name given
by the Nestorians to all the highlands of Assyria
which afford pasturage for their numerous flocks.
The region in which the Habor and the Zab rise,
and through which they flow, is peculiarly of this
character. It is celebrated for its excellent pas-
tures—the Zozan—to which many of the Nestori-
ans repair with their numerous flocks, spending the
summer on the banks or the highlands of the Ha-
bor and the Z&b. Considering the similarity of
these names, and the high authority we possess for
vegarding Gozan and Zozan as one name, there
can be no doubt that this is the Gozan of the
Scriptures, and especially as it is found in Assyra,
and connected with the river. Habor, From the
hoast of Sennacherib (2 Kings, xix., 12 ; Isaiah,
xxxvil,, 12) of the conquests of his fathers, it
seems that the kings of Assyria had destroyed the
[ ]

*x “ Zade, Te is a singular affinity of this letter with the
palatals, but whic®an be proved by not a few examples in what-
eyer way it is to be explained. Perhaps in the same way in which,
in the Sanscrit language, the guttunls (K G) pass into the palatals
Tsch, Dach [Z)."—Gesenius's Les., App

I am indebted to my friend the Rev. A. L. Hollalay for this
information, and for some other philological aid,

v
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inhabitants of Gozan before the Jsraelites were
transplanted thither, so that they had the land to
themselves. “Have the gods of the nations de-
livered them which my fathers have destroyed, as
Gozan and Haran,” &c. It was doubtless a great
achievement to destroy the barbarous inhabitants
of such a difficult mountainous country; and no-
thing is more natural than that the kings of As-
syria should wish to place in it an industrious peo-
ple like the captive Israelites, while it was well
suited to their pastoral life. 'Whether in the other
places the Israelites were settled among the origi-
nal population, we have no means of knowing.
But as the -inhabitants of Gozan and Haran, i. e.,
- Hara (the words have the same sense), had just
been destroyed or driven out, it is reasonable to
infer that the ten tribes had the éntire possession
of this region. And, moreover, its great natural
strength would enable them to maintain their po-
sition entirely distinct from the surroundmg Gen-
tile nations. .

Just such is the present situation of the Nesto-
rian Christians in this very region, which became
the adopted home of the ten tribes, From time
immemorial their abode has been among these un-

" changing rocks, and they never intermarry or min~
gle with those around them. In government, reli-
gion, language, and customs, they are as truly a
peculiar people as were ever their Hebrew ancestors
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in the land of their fathers. The whole of the
present Nestorian population have their abode in
the places we have described, as that to which the
ten tribes were transplanted.

The most of them occupy the central parts of
this region, where, as before remarked, they live
distinct apd alone. This central portion of As-
syria was formerly called Adiabene ; a district, 2
we have seen, that was often included in As-
syria. Were there any room for doubt as to this
being the particular region to which the kings of
Assyria carried Israel captive, our accurate knowl-
edge of the locality of Adiabene would enable us
to remove it, for we find the ten tribes in this dis-
trict in the first century. In a speech made to
the Jews by their own King Agrippa, it is alluded
to as a fact kmown and recognised by their whole
nation assembled in council at Jerusalem, that
their brethren of the ten tribes were in Adiabene
more than seven centuries- after they were carried
away captive. - In his famous speech to the Jews
at Jerusalem, reported by Josephus, Agrippa in-
quires of the Jews whether any of them would
extend their hopes heyond the Euphrates, and
suppose that their fellow-tribes”* dwelling in
Adiabene would came to their assistance. What
could be more specific? Let the reader consult

* In the eriginal Greekit is “opogthovs, or fellow-tribes —Jose-
M' de m’ iiu 16
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Butler’s ancient atlas, or any other goed anthonity,
and be will find that Adiabene is precisely the re-
gion now occupied by the independent tribes of the
Nestorian Christians. The country southwest of
the Lycus or Zabatus (Greater Zab) was the Atu-
ria of the ancients; that to the southeast of that
xiver, as far as the Caprus (Lesser Zib), was called
Adiabene. Ammianus Marcellinus observes (lib.
xxiil., ¢. 20) that the province of Adiabene de-
rives its name from two rivers between which it is
enclosed, the Diaba and Adiaba, i e., the Greater
and Lesser Zab. The Arabian name of Adiabene
‘is Zawabiah, which is likewise a derivation of the
word Zib.-—(See Assemant, Bib. Orient., iv.,%11.)

In Adiabene proper there are at this day nearly
a hundred thousand Nestorians, while only a small -
remnant of Jews can be found among them.
‘What have become of the latter? how came the
former in their place? In Media there are about
twenty thousand Nestorians, and but only a tithe
of that number of Jews. The number of Nesto-
rians on the northwest side of the Habor is not
known. - They are represented as numerous: This
appears probable from the fact, that, about four
years ago, three Nestorian bishops visited the pa-
triarch from that region. Colonel Sheil, who
passed near their country, represents them as very
numerous.* On the opposite banks of the Haber

* 1 learn that many of them have became papists, or Chaldeans.
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the whole country to Adiabene and Halah is more
or less settled by Nestorians, and they were for-
merly even more numerous than at present. In the
region of the Habor, a larger portion of the ten
tribes appear to have remained unconverted to
Christianity then in any other place. Still their
number is inconsiderable; perhaps not more than
five or six hundred households. But it is remark-
able that the greater part of these reside in the
Habor, or, rather, on an island in that river, in the
ancient town of Zacho.

.+ The Nestorian population in Media and Assyria,
including a small portion who have embraced the
tenets of Rome, may not be far from two hundred
thousand, while the nominal Jews in the same ter-
ritory probably do not exceed twenty thousand
souls. No one will suppose that twenty thousand
individuals are all that remain of the ten tribes
It is not unlikely that the existing remnant of
the ten tribes exceeds the estimate we have given
of the Nestorian population, as small parties may
have gone to more distant regions. But, on ac-
count of the great obstacles which hinder their
emigration, these detached parties are probably
small. It may be that future inquiries will iden-
tify the Yezidees on the west of the Tigris with
- the ten tribes.* There are also on the bx rder of
Assyria from twenty to forty thousan’ Syrian

* This point will be examined hereafter.
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Christians, who have many traits in common with
the Nestorians. Should it hereafter be found that
they have the same Jewish characteristics, the evi-
dence of their Hebrew origin will be strong. But
our present inquiries relate to the Nestorians.

While the whole region of country to which the
ten tribes were transplanted is now more or less
occupied by the Nestorian Christians, it is worthy
of particular notice, that the most central parts of
this region are, and have been from time imme-
morial, entirely inhabited by the Nestorians, to
the exclusion of every other class of people. A
great part of the independent tribe of Tiyiry, and
the whole of the tribes of Tehomm, Bass, Jelu,
Diss, and other minor tribes, are included in the
boundaries of Adiabene, where the great body of
the ten tribes were in the first century of the Chris-
tian era. They are either the captive Israelites, or
they have entirely usurped their place.

ty
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CHAPTER IV.

The Ten Tribes have not been removed from Assyris.—Histori-
cal Proof —Various circumstantial Evidence.—Inference from
the Prophetical Writings,

Havine seen that the ten tribes were carried into
Assyria, and placed in the particular districts now
occupied by the Nestorian Christians, we proceed
to shaw that they have never been removed from
that country. The inference will then naturally
follow, that, inasmuch as there are very few nom-
inal Jews in that region, and no others claiming a
Hebrew descent, the Nestorians must be the de-
scendants of the lost tribes.

1. First, then, I remark, We have no evidence of
their having been removed. The learned author
of the Sacred History of the World, and Milman,
the historian of the Jews, speaking of their cap-
tivity, agree in the statement “ that we hear no
more of these ten tribes ; that history loses sight
of them as a distinct people ” No one pretends
to have heard of their removal.

3. They did not return with the captivity from
Babylon. Individuals, it is admitted,. may have
accompanied the Jews of the Babylonish captivity
to Jerusalem. In no sense, however, can it be said
that, as a people, the ten tribes returned with the

’
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Jews of the Babylonish captivity. Their release
was in the reign of Cyrus, when about fifty thou-
sand returned to their own eountry; and we are
told expressly, that they were  those whom Neb-
uchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, had carried
away unto Babylon.”—Ezra, ii., L. About sev-
enty-nine years after this, in the reign of Arta-
xerxes, Ezra went up from Babylon to Jerusalem
with a small number of Jews, amounting in all to
less than 2000 males, among whom there were a
few from the ten tribes, and the remainder belong-
ed to the tribe of Judab. Josephus, after giving an
account of the permission granted by the king to
Esdras or Ezra for the return of the Jews, says,
“So he read the epistle (from Xerxes or Arta-
xerxes) at Jerusalem to those Jews who werethere ;
but he kept the epistle itself, and sent a copy of it
to all those of his own nation that were in Media.*
And when these Jews understood what piety the
king had towards God, and what kindness he had
for Esdras, they were all greatly pleased ; nay,
many of them took their effects with them, and
came to Babylon, as very desirous of going up to
Jerusalem; but then the entire body of the people
of Israel remained in that country.”’t

3. The ten tribes were in the land of their cap-

* Assyria bad long before become swallowed up in the more
fortunate kingdom of the Medes, and at this time was included
under the name Media, of which it was a subject province.

t Jos., Ant., b, xi., ch, v,
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#ioily in the first century of the Christian era. Jo-
sephus, in connexion with what we have just quo-
ted, expressly affirms that “ there are but two
tribes in Asia and Europe subject to the Romans;
while the ten tribes are beyond the Euphrates till
now, and are an immense multitude, and not to be
estimated by numbers.”® This was towards the
close of the first century, and after the Gospel had
begun to be preached in Assyria, as we shall here-
after show. As an historian, Josephus is too well
and too favourably known to require any commen-
dation. Being himself a Jew and a man of leam-
ing, he must have been well acquainted with the
correctness of what he here states regarding, the
ten tribes; and it does not appear that any sinis-
ter motive could have influenced him in making
the statement we have quoted above. But we
have other testimony equally satisfactory, in the
speecht of King Agrippa already referred to, in
which the king alludes to it as a well-known fact,
that the ten tribes were then beyond the Euphrates,
in Adiabene. This speech was made to prevent
their war with the Romans, which ended in the
destruction of their city and temple. It was ad-
dressed to the whole nation of the Jews dwelling
in Judea. From the manner in which their cap-
tive brethren of the ten tribes are alluded to, as
subject to the Parthians, the power then dominant

* Jos., Ant, b. xi, ch. v. t Jos., Bel, lib. ii, ¢. xvi.
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in the East, and living in Adiabene, it is clear that
in the last half of the first century the ten tribes
were living in Assyria, the very region to which
they were carried captive.

4, They were in the land of their captivity in
the fifth century. This is expressly and repeated-
1y stated by Jerome, in his valuable Commentary
upon the Prophets, written in the beginning of
this century; and no authority could be higher than
his upon this subject. “It is well known that Je-
yome was the most learned of the Latin fathers.””*
¢« His profound erudition, his extensive researches,
his various travels, and his long residence in Pales-
tine,” add great weight to his testimony. ¢Je-
rome, of all the Latin fathers,” says Horne, “ has
rendered the most important services to the Chris-
tian world by his elaborate Commentary on the
Scriptures,” the work from which we have made
our quotation ; and we are told that “his Com-
mentary on the Prophets is regarded as the best of
his works.”t We have seen that the Jews very
well knew where the ten tribes were in the first
century, and it is evident that they could not have
lost all knowledge of them before Jerome, during
his twenty years’ intercourse with the people of
Palestine, obtained his information from them.

5. The ten tribes are to this day in the land of
their captivity. Says the learned Dr. Buchan-

+ Horne's Introduction, v. i, p. 78. t Ibid., v. ii, p. 745.
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an, “It will be easy, perbaps, to show that the
great body of the ten tribes remain to this day in
the country to which they were first casried cap-
tive. If we can discover where they were in the
first century of the Christian era, which was seven
hundred years after the carrying away to Babylon
[about eight hundred years after the captivity of
Israel), and again where they were in the fifth
century, we certainly may be able to trace them
up to this time.”
¢ Josephus, who wrote in the reign of Vespa-
sian,” continues Buchanan, “ recites a speech made
by King Agrippa to the Jews, wherein he exhorts
them to submit to the Romans, and expostulates
with them in these words: ¢ What! do you stretch
your hopes beyond the river Euphrates ? Do any of
you think that your fellow-tribes will come to your
assistance out of Adiabene ? Besides, if they would
come, the Parthians will not permit it.*—(Jos., de
Bell.,Iib. xi., c. 16.) We see from this oration, de-
livered to the Jews themselves, and by a king of
# Says Whiston in relation to this speech, “ What seems to be
very remarkable here is this, that, when Josephus, in imitation of
the Greeks and Romans, for whose use he wrote his Antiquities,
did himself frequently compose’the speeches which he put into
others’ mouths, they appear, by the politeness of their composition
and their flights of oratory, to be not the real speeches of the per-
sons concerned, who usually are no orators, but of his own elegant
composition ; the speech before us is of another nature, full of un-
deniable facts, and composed in a plain, unartful, but moving way ;
so that it appears to be King Agrippa’s own speech, and to have

been given Josephus by Agrippa himself, with whom Josephus had
the greatest friendship.”
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the Jews, that the ten tribes were then captive in
Media [Adiabene or Assyria] under the Persian
princes.” -

¢ In the fifth century, Jerome, author of the Vul-
gate, treating of the dispersed Jews in his notes
upon Hosea, has these words: ¢ Unto this day the
ten tribes are subject to the kings of the Persians,
nor has their captivity ever been loosed’ (tom. vi.,
P- 7). And again he says, ‘The ten tribes in-
habit at this day the cities and mountains of the
Medes’ (tom. vi., p. 80). There is no room left
for doubt on this subject. Have we heard of any
expedition of the Jews going forth from that coun-
try since that period, like the Goths and Huns, to
conquer nations? Have we ever heard of their
rising in insurrection to burst the bonds of their
captivity ? To this day both Jews and Christians
are generally in a state of captivity in these des-
potic countries. No family dares to leave the
kingdom without permission of the king. Jovseph
Emin, a Christian well known in Caleutta, wished
to bring his family from Ispahan, but he could not
effect it, though our government interested itself
in his behalf.”—(Buchanan’s Researches.) From
the beginning of the fifth century (when we last
hear of the ten tribes) to the present day, we have
historical records of these countries, which would
have informed us of so important an evefit as the
removal of the ten tribes to a distant land. But
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bistory 15 silent upon the subject. The native his-
tories, Persian, Turkish, and Arabic, which are
numerous, say nothing of the removal of the cap-
tive Israelites from this country; and tradition is
equally silent upon the subject. “The Jews,”
says Buchanan, “ have a never-ceasing communi-
cation with each other in the East ; so that, when -
anything interesting to the nation of the Jews takes
place, the rumour will spread rapidly throughout
all Asia.” Since the first century they have been
scattered throughout Asia, and over almost the
whole warld ; and they eagerly watch the signs of
the times regarding their own people. - It is there-
fore incredible that so important a circumstance
as the removal of the ten tribes (then a very nu-
merous body) should have entirely escaped their
notice. But they too are silent upon the subject.
Until the period when, as we shall see, the Gos-
pel was preached to them, they tell us plainly that
“the entire body of the people of Israel-—the ten
tribes—are beyond the Euphrates till now ;” that
¢ they are an immense multitude,” and “in [Adia-
beme.” But, from the time they received the Gos-
pel, the unconverted Jews cease to own the ten
tribes as brethren ; and their rabbins, to blind the
eyes of inguirers, assign to them a fabulous coun-
try, which they call « the land of darkness, beyond
the Sabbatical river ”* But let them tell us when

* Wolf’s Researches, p. 2.
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they emigrated thither ; under what circumstan-
ces, and which way they went; for it is impossi-
ble, situated as they have been, that they should not -
have known their movements. Their silence upon
the subject, and their strange fable, combine to
establish the fact that the ten tribes are now in this
very country, and followers of Him against whom
the Jews vent their bitterest hatred : but they are
ashamed to own them as brethren.
Some of the more distant Jews, however, ap-
pear not to have received this fable of the rab-
“bins, and their testimony goes to prove that the Is-
raelites are still in the land of their captivity. In
writing of the ancient or black Jews of India, Bu-
chanan says, “I inquired concerning their breth-
ren, the ten tribes: they said it was commonly be-
lieved among them that the great body of the Is-
raelites are to be found in Chaldea and in the
countries contiguous.to it, being the very places
whither they were first carried into captivity ; that
some few families had migrated to regions more’
remote, as to Cochin and Rajapoor in India,
and to other places yet farther to the East; but *
that the bulk of the nation, though now much
reduced in numbers, bad not to this day removed
two thousand miles from Samaria.” And again:
< While the author was among the Jews of Mala-~
bar, he made frequent inquiries concerning the ten
tribes. When he mentioned that it was the opin-
P2



174 THE LOST TRIBES

ion of some that they had migrated from the
Chaldean provinces, he was asked to what coun-

* try we supposed they had gone; and whether we
had ever heard of their moving in a great army on

. such an expedition.” This they appear to have
regarded as an unanswerable objection to the idea
of their removal ; and well they might so regard
it, considering our various means of information,
since we last hear of them in the land of their
captivity. Though they had heard of less impor-
tant circumstances regarding the ten tribgs, as the
emigration of a few families, they had heard of
no such general movement : and who has heard
of it? - :

Having dwelt so long upon the historical and
circumstantial evidence, we shall dismiss this part
of our subject after naming one more witness—I
mean the BisLe. In the eleventh chapter of Isaiab,
wl.uch commences with one of the clearest proph-
ecies respecting our Saviour, and goes on to
describe the peace and blessedness which shall

: p.ervade the world on the final triumph of his
E;idfm’ when the “ wolf shall dwell with the
edge’ofa:l:i “the earth shall be full of the knowl-
we are asm:- Lord as .the waters cover the- sea,”
day that the ff: that «jt shall come to pass in that
ond time 1 rd shall set his hand again the sec-
which shal] bl'ecover the remnant of his people

‘ e left from Assveis, and from Egypt,
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and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam,
apd from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the
Islands of the Sea. And he shall set up an ensign
for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of
Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah
from the four corners of the earth; and there shall
be a highway for the remnant of his people which
shall be left from Assygia, like as it was to Israel
in the day that he came up out of the land of
Egypt.”

I am not now going to discuss the subject of the
return of the Jews; for whether the return spo-
ken of be literal or figurative, does not affect the
question at issue. The point I have in mind is the
great prominence here given to Assyria in connex-
jon with Israel. Why isit? since there are very
few nominal Jews in Assyria ; not a tenth part as
many as there are in some other countries. And
yet it is not.only named first in order, but in the
closing verse of the chapter it is mentioned by it-
self, as though it held a higher importance than all
the other places together ; and not only so, but,on
account of his people in Assyria, God is going to
work mighty wonders, like the dividing of the Red
Sea. “ With his mighty wind shall he shake his
hand over the river, and shall smite it in the seven
streams, and make men go over dry shod; and
there shall be a highway for the remnant of his
people which shall be left from Assyzin.” Can
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this drying ui; of the river be anything different
from the drying up of the Euphrates in Rev.,xvi,
12, that the way of the kings of the East might
be prepared ? an interesting question, which will
be more particularly examined hereéafter.

As Assyria is mentioned first in the order of pla-
ces, and made particularly prominent in the close of
the chapter, so also the fen ¢ribes, or the Israelites,
are mentioned first in order among the remnant of
God’s chosen people  which shall be left from
Assyria :” “ And shall assemble the outcasts of k-
rael, and gather together the dispersed of Judah”
(v. 12). We are expressly told that Israel, or
the ten tribes, shall be assembled. From whence,
if not from Assyria? And who are to be brought
from Assyria, if not the ten tribes? Were there
room for a doubt whether by Israel, mentioned as
it is here, as distinct from Judah, was meant the ten
tribes, the specific appellation of Ephraim, occur-
ring in the following verse no less than three times
in connexion with Judah, would at once remove
that doubt. _

That the fulfilment of this prophecy is yet fu-
ture is generally admitted ; and, moreover, it is
too obvious, from its connexion, to require a single
argument to prove it. If| then, as appears certain
from this prophecy, the ten tribes are, at some fu-
ture time, to be recovered from Assyria, it follows
that they are there now.
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" A knowledge of geography is sufficient to show
that the ten tribes cannot be in any of the oth-
er places named by the prophet, unless it be in
the “Islands of the Sea;”’ an idea inconsistent
with their being “the oufcasts of Israel,” in dis-
tinction from “the dispersed of Judah,” and utter-
ly at variance with what we have learned of their
history. We shall find a similar reference to As-
syria in Isaiah, xxvii., 12, 13. In former chap-
ters we have shown that the ten tribes did not
return with Judah from the Babylonish captivi-
ty. The accomplishment of what is here pre-
dicted must, therefore, be future, as its language
implies : “ And ye shall be gathered one by one,
O ye children of Israel. And it shall come to
pass in that day, that the great trumpet shall be
blown, and they shall come that were ready to
perish in the land of . Assyria, and the outcasts in
the land of Egypt, and shall worship the Lord in
the holy mount of Jerusalem.” Again, in Hosea,
xi., 11, we are told, ¢ they shall tremble as a dove
out of the land of Jssyria, and I will place them
in their houses, saith the Lord,” which, being in-
troduced with the affecting apostrophe, “ How shall
I give thee up, Ephraim? how shall I deliver
thee, Israel 7”’—was evidently spoken of the ten
tribes. Its accomplishment is to be ushered in by
some great revolution, when the Lord “ shall roar
like a lion ;” something like the drying up of the
Euphrates, as in the preceding quotation. Again,
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in Zach., x., 9, 10: “ They shall remember me
in far countries, and they shall live with ther
children and turn again. . I will bring them again
out of the land of Egypt, and gather them out of
Assyria.”” The name Assyria, which occurs s’
frequently in connexion with the ten tribes, should
obviously be taken in the same sense as in 2
Kings, xvii., 23: “ So was Israel carried away
out of their own land to Assyria unto this day.”
In the first passage that we quoted (Isa., xi.), #
certainly cannot be taken in a wider sense, as Shi-
nar and Elam, &c., are mentioned with it as dis-
tinct countries.*

If the view we have taken of these prophecies
be correct ; with our knowledge of the present pop-
ulation of Assyria, the inference is unavoidable,
that the ten tribes must be identical with the Nes-
torian Christians. Let us see how it appears. The
ten tribes were carried into Assyria. The time of
their return is still future. They are therefore in
Assyria at the present time. Now the Nestorians
are the only people in Assyria who can be identi-
fied with the ten tribes.

Leaving the subject of their conversion to Chris-
tianity for future consideration, we will now ex-
amine the internal evidence, or the proof existing
among themselves of their Israelitish origin.

* This prophecy was uttered after the captivity of the ten tribes,
and, consequently, subsequent to the division of the ancient Assyr-
1an empire, which occurred B.C. 747.—Diodorus Siculus, lib. ii.
Athenwus, lib, xii. Herodotul, lib. i.  Justin, lib. i, c. 3.

—
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CHAPTER V.

Their Language.—The same as that spoken by the Jews in their
Re_gion.—Evidence derived from it that they came from Pales-
tine or Syria.—That they are Descendants of Israel, and not of _
Judah. )

I nave already remarked that a small portion of
the descendants of the ten tribes, by a special Prov-
idence, appear to have been reserved, unconverted
from Judaism, as witnesses to the identity of their
converted brethren. We have heard their direct
testimony that the Nestorians have a common an-
cestry with themselves. They have also a com-
mon language. Not that the Nestorians speak a
dialect of the Hebrew ; for they do not. The
Jews living in the places to which the ten tribes
were transplanted, speak a different language from
their brethren in other parts of the world. Itisa
dialect of the Syriac, which indicates for them a -
different ancestry. This is also the language spo-
ken by the Nestorians. They are radically the
same. The Nestorians themselves testify to this,
and say there is little or no more difference be-
tween the language of their Jewish neighbours
and their own, than there is between the several
dialects spoken among themselves. Of this I am
satisfied, after extensive observation in all parts of
their country. I bave seen Nestorians from Qo-
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roomiah converse with Jews at Amédieh, without
knowing from their language that they were Jews;
and I can now converse with the Jews of Ooroo-
miah in their own dialect with about the same
ease that ¥ can with some of the mountain tribes
of Nestorians in theirs. Other members of this
mission have noticed the striking similarity of the
dialects spoken by the Jews and Nestorians of Oo-
roomiah ; and it is worthy of remark, that one of
them, on first conversing with a Jew in his own
native Syriac, supposed that the Jew had been
Jearning the language of the Nestorians for the
sake of obtaining their custom in trade. The fol-
lowing testimony to the identity of the language
spoken by the Nestorians and Jews of Ooroomiah
is given by the Rev. A. L. Holladay, whose judg-
ment in the case no one will question, when it is
known that, after being for some time a professor
of languages in one of the American colleges, he
has prepared a grammar of the modern Syriac, the
medium of communication which he has used in
his intercourse with both Jews and Nestorians.
“The language of the Nestorians of Ooroomiah
diﬂ'ers.so little,” he remarks, “from that of the
Jews in the same city, that I can consider it only
aa dlalect. of the same. This language, and the
dialects which I have heard spoken by individuals
belong}ng to several of the mountain tribes of
Nestorians, had: evi dently 2 common origin.”
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Mr. Stocking, who has also become familiar
with the vulgar Syriac spoken by the Nestorians,
and has aided in reducing it to system, likewise
testifies to its common origin with that of the Jews
of this province. “I have repeatedly conversed
with the Jews of Ooroomiah in the language of
the Nestorians, which is so similar to their own
that they both naturally use their respective lan-
guages as the common medium of communication
with each other. It is evident that they are only
different dialects of the same language.” Some
of thelearned Jews acquire a sufficient knowledge
of Hebrew to converse in it ; and they also learw
to read their Chaldee Targums. But the common
people understand neither of these languages. The
vulgar Syriac is their vernacular tongue, and is
spoken as exclusively in their families as it is in
the demestic circle of the Nestorians.

The one cannot have learned it from the other, -

for the Nestorians and Jews hold Little or no social
intercourse with each other, except for the casual
transaction of business. A Nestorian will not eat
with a Jew, and they rarely enter each other’s
dwelling. And, moreover, they have no motive for
learning each other’s language, as they have here
a common medium of communication in Turkish,
while the Koordish and Arabic affords facilities far
all necessary intercourse in those parts of Assyria
where there are Jews. How <ame the Nestorians

Q
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and .Jews of this région by this common Syriac
language? Neither of them could have acquired
" i bere, as it was never vernacular east of the Eu-
phrates. * o

That the language used by the Nestorians is de-
rived from the Syriac, and not from the Chaldee,
any scholar will be sptisfied by comparing them.
The following testimony on this point is from Rev.
A. L. Holladay of this mission. “ Mr. Rerkins and
I, after some consultation and thought, gave our
opinion, that the modern Nestorian spoken here is
immediately derived from the ancient Syriac. This
opinion was sent to Professor Robinsen long ago,
and his answer concurs with it.” More reoently,
the learned professor Rddiger of Germany has writ-
ten an article upon the subject which strongly con-
firms this view. Says the Rev. J. Perkins, < The
body of the language comes as directly from the
venerable Syriac, as clearly as the modern Greek
does from the ancient.”

The use of the Syriac language by both the Nes-
torians and Jews of this region is an important
fact, evincing that they are both alike aliens from
the same country. In support of this opinion, we
may-adduce the tradition of the Nestorians which

" - we have mentioned, that their forefathers came

from the land of Palestine, as did the Jews of
course.

But was Syriac the language of the ten tribes

i 4
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in the land of their fathers? Did all the Jews
speak Syriac, or had Israel a different language from
Judah ? These are questions which I would gladly
leave for the learned to settle. But they are so
intimately connected with my subject that I cannot
well avoid them, unless I were to take the less sat-
isfactory course of throwing the burdem of proof
upon the objector, by challangipg ap explanation

of the fact that the Jews of this region do speak .

Syriac, and the means by which they and the Nes-
torians came by this language in this region, so re-
mote from that in which it was vernacular. But,
though the lapse of ages has involved the subject
in mueh obscurity, we may, perhaps, arrive at an
approximation of proof, a reasonable probability
that Syriac had become the language of the ten
tribes before their captivity.

It i8 now generally admitted that Syriac was the
language in which our Saviour tonversed while

upon earth, and the general language of Pales- .

.tine at that day.* The Greek, which was some-
what common, was certainly of later growth than
the Syriac; while Hebrew was only known as the
language of books. It has been thought by some
that the Syriac (Aramean) was introduced ‘from
Babylon on the return of the captive Jews. But
the Chaldaic of that day (the language of Babylo-

* See an able article in the first volome of the Biblical RePoﬂ
tory upon this subject.”
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nia), of which a sample has come down to us ia
the Book of Daniel, possesses at least a strong di-
alectical difference from the Syriac; and we may
reasonably infer, from the interpretation of the let-
ter of the Samaritans to Artaxerxes, that there was
the same dissimilarity in his day. “ And the wri-
ting of the letter was written in the Syrian tongue,
and snferpreted in the Syrian tongue.”—Eazra, iv.,
% The term .4ramean, which is here rendered
Syrian, it is well known comprised both the Syr-
iac and Chaldee ; and, as the latter was the lan-
guage of Babylon and the former of Palestine,
how reasonable to suppose that it was written in
the one and interpreted into the other, thus: «It
was written in the [western] Aramean tongue (or
Syriac), and interpreted in the [eastern] Aramean
tongue (i. e., the Chaldee).”” What else can we
make of it? To say that a letter was written in
English and translated into English would be ab-
surd. As this letter was written from Samaria, the
capital of the kingdom of Israel, it appears that
the Syrian language was in use there at that day,
less than two centuries after the removal of the
ten tribes. How came it there ? Certainly it was
not derived from the returned Jews; for, because
of existing animosities, the Jews and Samaritans
held little intercourse with each other ; and, more-
over, it was the western and not the eastern Ara-
mean that was employed; consequently, an in-
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terpreter was refjuired to translate it into the latter.
If, then, so soon after the removal of the ten
tribes, the Syriac was the language of Samaria,
their capital, what is there unreasonable in the sup-
position that it was the language of the Israelites
themselves ? 1 might have mentioned, as addi-
tional evidence of the very early and general
prevalence of the western Aramean or Syriac lan-
guage in the territory of the Israelites, the early
date assigned to the Samaritan version of the Pen-
tateuch. All acknowledge its great antiquity.
Some, who have given particular attention to the
subject, believe it to have been made before the
schism took place between the Jews and Samari-
tans.* At whatever period this version was made,
it could not have been called for before the Syr-
ian or Aramean had taken the place of the Hebrew
language, in which they already had the Hebrew
Pentateuch in the Samaritan character.
But our main argument will be found in the po-
“sition of the ten tribes in relation to the surround-
ing nations. When the ten tribes revolted from
.Judabh, their kings, as we have seen, spared no ef-
fort to make them a distinct people from the other
Hebrews. If, to perpetuate the breach between
the two nations, they were ready, in the face of
the most signal warnings, to lead the Israelites into
idolatry, would they, as the means of securing the

+ See Horne’s Introduction, vol. ii, p. 14.

Q2
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same end, hesitate to encourage among them the
use of a different language? Connected as they
were with the Syrians, they would most naturally
acquire their language. That they so early adopt-
ed the strange gods and idolatrous rites of the
Syrians, is difficult to explain on any other suppo-
sition than their baving a common medium of
communication. This is also evinced by their be-
coming confederates with the Syrians in their wars
against Judah. But no circumstance more concla-
"sively shows the almost necessary introduction of
the Synrian tongue among the Israelites, than the
fact that they were so completely subjugated by .
the Syrians. For a whole generation or @ore, the
Syrians oppressed and wasted them till they “ had
made them like the dust by threshing.” After
the death of Hazael, king of Syria, who was
-raised up as a special scourge to Israel, and who
oppressed them for more than twenty years, the Is-
raelites gained some advantages over their Syrian
masters ; but it was not till several years later that
they finally threw off the Syrian yoke. The ten
tribes had become reduced to such straits by their .
cruel servitude to the Syrians, as to call forth the
interposition of God in their behalf: “ For the
Lord saw the affliction of Israel that it was very
bitter ; for there was not any shut ‘up, nor any left,
nor any helper for Israel. And the Lord said not
that he would blot out the name of Israel from
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under heaven; but he saved them by the hand of
Jeroboam, the son of Joash.”*

How can we be at a loss, after their forty years’
servitude to the Syrians, and their civil and reli-
gious intercourse with them for two and a half
centuries, from the revolt to their captivity ? It is
not difficult, then, to account for the fact, that the
ten tribes, before their captivity, spoke the Syriac
language. 1If it be objected that a conquered na-
tion would be slow to adopt the language of their
oppressors, I appeal to the history of those coun-
tries where such changes frequently occur. Where
the people, influenced by religious prejudice or
other reasons, have shown a repugnance to make
the change, they have, in some instances, been
compelled to do it by severe inflictions. This was
true of many of the Greeks of Asia Minor. ~At
the point of the sword they have been made to
exchange their classic language for that of their
Mohammedan foes. And in Palestine itself, the
Arabic has taken the place of the Syriac, as that
did of the Hebrew.

The close affinity between the Hebrew and Syr-
iac, I need scarcely remark, rendered the change
peculiarly easy to the people of Israel. Conse-
quently, it may have been effected almost imper-
, ceptibly to themselves, as one generation suc-

* Compare 2 Kings, x., 32; xiii., 3-7; xiv., 26-27, with Chron.
of Eng. Polyglot.
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ceeded the other during their subjection to the
Syrian kings ; or rather, I might say, during the
two hundred and fifty years of their religious and
pational intercourse. And if, as we have sup-
posed, the change was encouraged by the policy
of their kings, to strengthen the wall of separation
between Israel and Judah, it is almost inevitable
that the ten tribes should have acquired the Syriac
language. Now, add to all this circumstantial
proof the fact that the Jews, dwelling in the re-
gions to which the ten tribes were carried captive,
do to this day speak the Syriac language (a lan-
guage used by no other portion of the Jews of
whom we have any knowledge), and the conclusion
cannot be avoided, that their ancestors obtained
that knowledge before their captivity. It appears,
then, from their language as well as other testi-
mony, that the Jews now living in “ Halah and
Habor, by the river of Gozan, and in the cities of
the Medes,” are descendants of the ten tribes ; and
that they spoke the Syriac tongue at the time they
were deported to these places. The number of the
Jews still professing Judaism, however, is alto-
gether too small to allow of the supposition that
they are the only representatives of Israel, to whom
such prominence is given in the unaccomplished
predictions of the inspired Prophets. Still they
are sufficiently numerous to be important witnesses )
to the identity of the Nestorians with the lost
tribes.

I
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As far as a common language can in any cir-
cumstances identify one people with another, so
far the language of the Nestorians proves their
Israelitish origin. Had this been the country in
which the Syriac language aas vernacular, the
evidence would not have been so conclusive. But
it requires uncommon credulity to believe, that
since the fifth or even the first century of the
Christian era, the ten tribes ha